














8) 


out 


_— 

















THE 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. 


WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 








Vor. XV. N° 349—18* Yrar.] 


LONDON, MARCH 6, 1866. 


Subscription { 15s.in Advance DOUBLE No. 


per Ann. 18s. Credit. Price 1s. 








RAmsar's CANNEL COAL. 
Analysis by Lewis THompson, Esq. :— 
Illuminating Power, 
5 feet per hour. 
= 27°2 candles. 
BAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
DO GARESFIELD COKE 


RAMSAY’S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 

GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 

FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 

FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery, is of excellert quality, and no expense spared in 
perfecting every articte. 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked ** RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all ef the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWBLL, and 
HespuRN Quay. Offices: Broap CHang, New- 
CASTLE-UPON-TYNE, Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Most of the complaints made of deficiency of gaslight, 
and bad gas, arise from the unskilful combustion of the 
Re and especially from the employment of bad burners. 

he atmosphere is thus rendered offensive and un- 


Specific Gravity. | Cubic Feet. 
eer ited | 9151 | 





, and char; with smoke—an in- 
convenience that is especially felt in churches, theatres, 
fe eet ulating th d 
y using proper burners, r e pressure, an 
derburdiiing to gan, tt ath te sented the chotoest 


and most w e artificial light that can be used. 

Canaeee, Mh pe ea and Co., ae Log for many 

,, years prac ye in manufacturing every va- 

| riety of substance = the production of artificial 
| light, nave Se ee specially directed their at- 
| tention to the su ° etting gas. 

In conjunction with Gao. GLover and Co.,an ex- 
tensive series of experiments have been conducted with 
the greatest care, and by means of instruments of the 
highest scientific precision ; and the result of their 
united e that the fluid and apparatus have been 
80 improved as to give a real commercial value to the 
process of carburetting common gas. The most im- 
portant result to be obtained from this process is that 
the light can be doubled or trebled, and that for an 
equal amount of light the production of heat and car- 
bonic acid gas will be greatly reduced, even to less than 
the quantity prod by wax candles and oil-lamps. 

Messrs. Gro. Glover and Co. will have pleasure in 
showing the apparatus in use, and in giving any expla- 
nation that may be desired. Architects, engineers, 
and scientific men generally, are specially invited. 

For list of prices, and all other information, apply to 


GEO. GLOVER and CO., 
Works, RANELAGH BOAD, PIMLICO, 8.W.; or, 
CARLESS, BLAGDEN, and CO., 
2, NEW LONDON STREET, E.C. 




















COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOSEPH COWEN and CO,, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR WEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Prize MEDAL was 
awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for “Gas 
Rerorts and OTHER OsBsecTs in Frre-Ciay,’’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Rerorts, Fire-Bricks, &c., for ExceLLence of 
Quatiry.” 

J.C. and Co.-have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS. 
Coal Office, 
Quay Sips, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 





FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 


Jj OFX RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
—_ Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 

ers. 

J. B.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocka, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


THE MARQUIS OF LOTHIAN’S 
CANNEL COAL. 

This Cannel is extensively used in the Gas-Works of 
Edinburgh, and beea so for Forty Years, and is well 
known to Gas Manufacturers throughout Scotland. 

The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet, with an illu- 
minating power equal to 33°8 standard sperm candles. 
Coke per ton by weight is 1046 lbs., by measure 
26 bushels. 

For price and other information, apply to Mr. JoHN 
Romans, Civil Engineer, 53, Frederick Street, EDIN- 
BURGH. 
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BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NBWCASTLB-ON-TYNB. 


ILLIAM CO CARR begs 


} most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS;; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with feeneeky 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & Cv., 

63, OLD Broap Street, City, Lonpon. 


(GLERE of Works Wanted to super- 


intend the erection of the New Folkestone Gas- 
Works,—Apply, by letter only, to Mr. T. G. Baatow, 
42, Parliament Street, WEsTMINSTER. 





GAS ENGINEER WANTED. 


— | (HE Directors of the Crystal Palace 


District Gds Company are in want of an ENGI- 
NEER to take charge of their works and district. He 
must be a man of practical experience in every depart- 
ment connected with the manufacture of gas, and have 
filled a similar situation for at least three years. 

House, coal, and gas will be provided, but the appli- 
cant must name the salary he would require. 

The gentleman appointed would be allowed to accept 
private practice, provided it did not take him out of 
London and did not interfere with the due discharge 
of his duties to the Company. 

Applications to be addressed to the Chairman of the 
Company, Lower Sydenham, Kent, 8.E., on or before 
the 8th of March next.—By order of the Board, 





Feb. 23, 1866. MaGnus Oren, Secretary. 
Established Prize Medal 
A.D. 1782. Holders. 


WILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS, 
9,10, Ll, and 12, NEW BARTHOLOMEW STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM; 

AND 38, WEST SMITHFIELD, LONDON; 
PATENTRES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
METAL AND GLASS CHANDELIERS, &c., 
IN THB PUREST STYLE OF ART. Also of 
IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS STEAM, AND WATER; 
Steam and other Cocks in Gun-Metal and Brass; 
Stocas, Taps, and Dies; Gas-Hooks and Burners ; 
Brass, Copper, and Composition Tubes; and every 
article required in the erection of Gas- Works. 

ALL WARRANTED. 














IMPROVED SLIDE- 
PATENT WET METER, 


Whereby the Water-Line is always kept at the right level. ; 


Bias ZS DD, 


and 
Manufacture and Supply their 


with 


and 





LONDON GAS-METER COMPANY, 


LANGHAM WORKS, GEORGE STREET, LANGHAM STREET, LONDON, W., 
OSNABRUCK, HANOVER, 


NEW PATENT ROTARY DORYVY METER, 


SEAMLESS DIAPHRACM 


(now so extensively used by the largest Gas Companies at home and abroad) ; also their 


VALVE DRY METER 


Orders and Tenders for Station-Meters, Governors, and Experimental Apparatus generally, promptly attended to. 
J. T. BEDFORD, Szcrrrany. | | 
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NOW READY, 
Ye. XIV. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 


_ pn Age for 1865, price 2is., bound 
and lettered. A few copies of Vols. 11., IIL, 
1a Vs Va VA fu: 


VI., VIL, VIIL., IX., X., XI., XII, and X: 
W. B. Kina, real Bolt Court, Feet Street, E.C. 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDOW. 
MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION+METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. Ke. 


Sole Manufacturer hs Sapnowe PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
anv required ion tors are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 


Gas Companies who use Thy for rorny Lamp. 








EIGHTH THOUSAND. 


AGRICULTURAL VALUE 
or 


REFUSE GAS LIME. 
By PROFESSOR VOELCKER, 
Professor of Chemistry to the Bagel Agricultural 
Society of Englan 
Price 10s. per 100, or by post, 10s. 6d. 
London: WILLIAM B, K1N@, 11, Bolt Court, FLEET 
Street, E.C. 


AS LEGISLATION, 1865. 


Now rea dy. 
Reports of the Proceedings before Select Committees 
of the House of Commons. 
BATH GAS BILL—price 1s., by post 1s. 1d. 
KENT GAS BILL—price 1s. 6d., by post Is. 7d. 
1 ares, EXETER, AND FOLKESTONE GAS BILL—price 


-, by post 1 
“STROUD GAS ‘Leal ag Supplemental, No. 3) 
Bill—price 1s., by post 1s. 1d. 











Also, price 2s., by post 2s. 1d., 
Reports of the Proceedings hefore Select Committees 
of the House of Lords on the 


LEAMINGTON, LIVERPOOL, & RAMSBOTTOM GAS BILLS, 
HANLEY GAS BILL. 
UNITED GENERAL (DUBLIN) GAS BILL. 


London: WItL1aM B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLEET 
STREET, E.C. 








ON SUPPLYING 
AS TO STREET-LAMPS, 
With a 

POSTSCRIPT 
about Meters, Regulators, Double Taps, Common Taps. 
aw from the JouRNAL oF Gas LIGHTING, 
Dec. 12, 

By J. O. N, Rorrer, F.R.AS, 
One Shilling, free by post, direct from the Author, 
Black Rock, } BRIGHTON. 


R. G. W. STEVENSON, CE.,F.GS., 


(for the last 10 years Erigineer to the Corpora- 
tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon ail matters 
connected with the construction of gas-works, and the 
manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- 
struction of water-works and the supply of water to 
towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 


and sanitary works generally. 
Offices, Waterhouse Street, HaLiFax, and 14, Park 
treet, WRSTMINSTER. 


AMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 

MAKER and CONTRACTOR 

For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 

and Alteration of Works and every description of 

Gas APPARATUS. 
PROVIDENCE IRON WORKS, 

MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 
Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


| BEST AND HOBSON, 


LATE 


ROBERT BEST, 
100, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of 

CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, 
Brass and Iron Gas-Fittings, Steam and Water-Cocks, 

&e., &e 

Also, 

PATENT WELDED IRON TUBES, 


For Gas, Steam, Water, and other purposes. 
GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
High-pressure Water-Valves and Cocks, &c., &c. 
Piumbers Brassfoundry, 
Brass, Correr, COMPOSITION, AND LEAD TUBES, 
Works: Birmingham, and Great Bridge, Staffordshire. 


TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


MM. W. H. BENNETT, having had 

considerable experience in ‘matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention may 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents pleted, or pr ded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it ‘unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 

Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliament 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JOURNAL OF 
Gas LIGHTING, &c.] 






































MARTIN’S 
LEE MOOR PORCELAIN FIRE-BRICKS, 


Containing no Lime, and only °45 of Oxides, resist the strongest heats, and will last for Gas- Works 
longer than any others. 
Samples and prices sent, and the highest references given, on application to 


MARTIN BROTHERS, 
ST. AUSTELL, CORNWALL. 


REDUCED PRICES OF 


BRYAN DONKIN & CO’S 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 


had on application. 
These Valves are all proved on both sides to30 lbs. on the square inch 


before leaving the works, and are always kept in 
Valves made with Outside Racks to order. Also, Screw Water-Valves 


with Gun-Metal Faces. 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO., 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 


F. & C. OSLER, 
45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingnam— Established 1807, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS ees, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, a Gas, from £4 upwards 
Made from ‘‘ REGISTERED” DgsiGns), with GLass Brancuns, &c.; suitable 
r DRaWING-RooMS and BALi-rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
——», tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
® general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to whic additions s are being constantly made. 
HEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms Liaurepd By EsTIMATE 
ON THE Lowust Tens. 














JOSEPH BOULTON, 
80, KING’S CROSS ROAD, 4xp 
103, GREAT PERCY STREET, CLERKENWELL. 
Manufacturer of the Patent Dry and Improved Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meters and Station-Meters, 
Governors, Experimental Meters, and Pressure Gauges, on the most improved principle. 
Old Meters thoroughly repaired, and altered to meet the requirements of the Act of Parliament.) 
ALL METERS WARRANTED. 


ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 120,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 
MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for - eaeimneene 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMP: 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful A an ‘and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lev 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for ‘SCRUBBERS. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, §,E. 











GLOBE METER -WoORES. 























NEWTON & BSROSOCE, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


STATION METERS, CONSUMERS ETERS &. 
OLDHAM. 
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PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. es 
MADE ONLY BY i i i see a 
GEORGE HALLETT & CO,, ee 


i/ 296, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, 8S.E. 















This Paint having been in general use over four years (especially in some of the principal Gas-Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint 
produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 

It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much 
less a of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below 
white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (28s. per cwt.), it is actually 
one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. : 

Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronounce it 
the best Paint known for their purposes, 


N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs under 20s. per cwt., as compared ‘ 








| perfect construction and appropriate design. i 


with White Lead at 28s. per cwt. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY | 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most| 











CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, | 
AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. | 





For information, &c., apply to i" 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 








CLIFFS PATENT 

















| 
Established é = EMAMELLED CLAS SETOR—) 1795, | 


JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL? 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS,| 


' 
j 


Near LEEDS, { 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF ‘s 





FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES. | 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cress) 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes. 








WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, - 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, i oe | 


W. INGHAM and SON 8, having for maay years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 


ad to call ae attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 7 
RACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
he Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent, 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
' GAB OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Pire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & Co.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 























=—_— 


N.B.—Zzport orders continue to have prompt attention. 
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ANOTHER : 
MEDAL AWARDED BY THE JURY, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, | 
1862, | 


To THOMAS GLOVER, } 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON. | 











Tuomas Grover has great pleasure in informing Gas Companies and his other Patrons, that the Jury of Class XX XI. of | 
the International Exhibition of 1862 have awarded, for his Patent Dry Gas-Meter, a Prize Medal. The reason given for this, 
Award, in the Juries Official Report, is, ‘« For excellence of manufacture, as regards Dry Meters.” See Official Report, p. 346. | 
It is worthy of remark, that the only two other Firms who receive Awards both manufacture imitations of Thomas Glover's) 
Patent Dry Gas-Meter, and the reason given for these Awards is ‘‘ construction and sound workmanship.” Thomas Glover, | 
therefore, claims that the construction of his Meter has obtained three Awards from the Jury of the International Exhibition of | 
_ ; at the same time, contrasting the Award granted for his Meter by the words, “ For excellence of manufacture, as regards | 
iry-Meters.”’ 
The Prize Meter was exhibited in Class XXXI., No. 6301, connected with a 1-foot holder, to demonstrate that a 50-light 
Meter measures and indicates accurately the small quantity of One Foot. 


1 
| 
| 





i 





| 
| 
| 
1| 





——— 


|| Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 





WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 
(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), ! 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &. 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. | 
Established 1816. | 


i} 
"t 





PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary) 


of the Sale of Gas Act. 


“Tt is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to renderthem $ per cent. slow 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has in d an 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
tact of the improvement having been adoptéd by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
venience it is designed to meet.”—JourNAL or Gas LicHTING. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their) 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a wi 











Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir-| 
mingbam, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &e. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 








MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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Potes upon Passing Events. 
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of rank and wealth which might be more effectively used to influ- 
ence the labouring against the employing classes than the debate 
on Northumberland House the other night. Railways, like 
canals, like new streets, like docks, have been the reason for 
destroying the houses and appropriating the property of thou- 
sands: churches, schools, even whole parishes have been oblite- 
rated in the interest of the public on payment of compensation 
—St. Katharine’s Docks for instance. Ifsentimental considera- 
tions were allowed to stop the progress of public improve- 
ments, every sentimental man would like to save some house 
sacred to his early recollections. 


character of its architecture, without one historical association 
| that would not be perfectly preserved in a good photograph. 
| It occupies five acres in the busiest part of Westminster. 
| years it has not been occupied, and is not likely to be occupied, 
by the present duke. Originally the gardens sloped down to 
the river, and had those gardens still existed there might have 





been some reasons for not disturbing so unequalled a site. But || 
D | river-side terraces and flower-beds were converted into very| 


Ir would be difficult to imagine an example of the advantages 


Northumberland House is a) | 
modern building, remarkable for the hideously common-place| | 


For || 








| profitable coal-wharves, while on the east side another slice was | | 


| cut off to be let for the little lodging-houses of Northumberland | | 
| | Street. 
When the Thames Embank-! 


Sentiment did not then stand in the way of an addi- i} 


ment Bill was introduced, the Metropolitan Board, in order || 


to escape the powerful parliamentary 


opposition of the}| 


Percys, agreed to certain terms as to the walls abutting | 


on the wharves. 
improvement, the Board has applied for power to take 
and pay for Northumberland House, and also a row of 
less costly houses, including that of Mr. Stanford, the cele- 
brated map-shop, so well known to the Members of both 
Houses of Parliament. Thereupon a loud cry of almost sacri- 
lege arose, in which the popularity-seeking Beresford Hope 
was as vehement as if it had been a proposal to pull down 
Westminster Hall or the Chapter House. If there were any 
bargain between the Metropolitan Board and the Duke of 
Northumberland’s family, there would for the present be an 
end of the matter; although we dispute the right of any Board 
to make any such bargain perpetually binding on posterity. 
The First Commissioner of Works, Mr. Cowper, denies that 
there was any such bargain. But to hold out Northumber- 
land House, which has no more claim to antiquity or beauty 
than Temple Bar, as an ark too sucred to be touched for 
public convenience, is simply absurd. As a matter of justice 
it would be much more difficult to recompense the shopkeepers, 
who will be dispossessed and driven from the line of their 
customers, without the possibility of obtaining other suitable 
premises for their trades, than the Duke of Northumberland 
and his son, who have more houses than they can possibly live 
in, and who, as regards the Charing Cross mansion, have 
really been left high and dry by the tide of fashion. The pre- 
sent Duke of Northumberland has, beside Northumberland 
House, no less than seven other residences—viz., a house in 
Portman Square, Sion House on the Thames, Lovaine in York- 
shire, Alnwick Castle and Keilder Castle in Northumberland, 
Werrington Park in Cornwall, Stanwich Park in Yorkshire, 
and a house at Torquay ; while his son, late Lord Lovaine and 
now Earl Percy, has Albury Park, in Surrey, the delightful 
seat of the late Mr. Drummond. We, who see whole streets 
properly cleared away for public improvements, are asked to 
be indignant because the Metropolitan Board wants to open 
the river to Charing Cross, and give the owner something 
like £200,000 for his eighth mansion ! 

Mr. Torrens, the successor of Mr. William Cox in Finsbury, 
must be making that gentleman very envious, for already, while 
scarcely warm in his seat, he has introduced a practical mea- 
sure for getting rid of nuisances, and providing the labouring 
classes with decent dwellings. This will do him almost as 
much good with his constituents as a series of clap-trap 


This session, to make a great public,| 
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speeches at public-houses. Mr. Torrens’ plan is as follows :— 
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Upon a memorial being signed by 20 ratepayers and. forwarded to the 


ov the dwellings complained of. The report will then have to be forwarded 


to the or local board, &c., who shall be compelled forthwith to. prepare 


and estimates of the cost of purchasing, pulling down, rebuilding, or 
improving the houses of which complaints have been made, so as to accom- 
modate a number of inmates equivalent to those who, at the time the report 
‘shall have been made, dwelt in these crowded tenements. Upon the ap- 
proval of these plans and estimates by the Secretary for the Home Depart- 
ment, the Public Loan Commissioners shall be empowered to make the ad- 
vance required for the undertaking, at 34 per cent., secured: upon the new 
buildings and the rates, and to be repayable in equal annual instalments of 
principal and interest, spread over a period of 30 years. Compulsory powers 
of purchase are given in the Bill under the Lands Clauses Consolida- 
| tion Acts, with full compensation to the owners. The property so acquired 
will thus belong to the ratepayers, and when the loan 1s paid off, the rents 
will go towards a diminution of the rates. 
Should the measure become law, it will be found most ad- 
vantageous that the parishes should sell or lease their houses, 
when completed, with a reduced or total exemption from rates, 
as suggested in our last ‘‘ Notes.” Parishes, like other public 
bodies, do not make much profit of rents. 

Mr. Ayrton—an example of remarkable eloquence wasted, 
of knowledge and abilities of no mean order without influence 
in the House, because the owner neither knows how to hold 
his tongue nor to secure a friend—because, too, he is so evi- 
dently fighting “for his own band”—has obtained a select 
committee to inquire into the local government of the metro- 
polis, over which he will of course preside. This committee 
will certainly produce one or more interesting Blue-Books, and 
print the opinions of many parish prophets and oracles. There 
were some curious statistics brought out in Mr. Ayrton’s 
speech and the discussion that followed. The area of the 
metropolis is little less of 80,000 acres. The population in 
360,000 houses approaches 3,000,000. £13,000,000 of pro- 
perty is rated; the real value is probably £2,000,000 more. 
The total taxation of the metropolis for local purposes is esti- 
mated at £2,500,000, out of which £2,000,000 is direct. 
Mr. Tite, who seconded the motion, said that the sewers-rate 
was so heavy that it could be carried no further, and that 
when £5 of rates were charged on a house rented at £20 a 
year, the limit of local taxation was reached. He referred to 
the unequal manner in which various parishes were rated, but 
seems not to have taken into consideration the share borne on 
every railway that comes within metropolitan bounds. The 
discussion was enlivened by a personal set-to between Lord 
Robert Montagu and Mr. Ayrton, the latter bolstering up the 
wretched snobs of St. Pancras Vestry, and the former attacking 
the vestrymen and their representatives ; but although Lord 
Robert was right in everything except accusing Mr. Ayrton of 
favouring the Essex Sewage Bill, so feeble an orator had no 
chance with such an accomplished gladiator as the member for 
the Tower Hamlets. 


Mr. Crawford, in calling attention to the imperfect arrange- 
ments for telegraphic communication with India, was more 
amusing than might have been expected from the subject. It 
seems that we are somewhat in the condition of the Indian 
prince who collected European musical instruments without 


to play on them. We have spent millions on the telegraphic 
lines to Bombay, but have no control over the ignorant Turks 
who work an important link of the chain. The increase of 
our trade with India since the American war is amazing. In 
1864, the imports amounted to £275,000,000, and the exports 
to £212,000,000. Of the imports, nearly forty millions were 
cotton, and two and a half millions rice, sugar, coffee, and 
other articles of food. The telegraph for trading purposes 
has or ought to supersede the post. The theory is to tele- 
graph the bill of lading when goods are shipped, and to sell, 
if the market is favourable, while the goods are on their way; 
thus saving capital and cheapenipg merchandise. But, in 
practice, the information transmitted is so incorrect that 
trading by telegraph must be a very hazardous speculation. 
Thus an order for 1000 bales of cotton was turned into one 
for 21,000; one for 500 bales at 12d. into 5000 at 20d. One 
such mistake caused the failure of a firm. Mr. Crawford 
stated that he spent £3000 a year on telegrams to India, and 
that other firms paid more. There are two lines by Berlin, 
Frankfort, Vienna, Belgrade, Constantinople to the head of the 
Persian Gulf, and to Kurachee, whence telegrams are dis- 
tributed throughout India. By another route the message 
| passes to Paris, thence through the Austro-German Union to 
Macedonia, Thessaly, and so on to India. As soon as the 


messages reach the Turkish dominions the blunders begin. 
Clerks ignorant of English, and probably ill acquainted with 





Heme Secretary, that gentleman shall direct an inspector to visit and report | 


regard to expense, and had a selection from his body-guard. 








any European language, treat the messages with truly Oriental 
indifference. It is supposed that they let telegrams accumu. 
late on a file until in the humour for a little work, and then 
they begin with the last first. Really the interior of a 
Turkish telegraph-office would be quite a subject for Punch, 
The attempts to substitute English clerks for Turkish have 
failed in consequence of the jealousy of ‘France and Russia, 
But could not a compromise be arranged, and German clerks, 
who had passed an examination at an English consulate, be 
accepted by all the rival nations? The Germans are poor, 
educated, honest, fond of emigration and a fixed salary. A 
petition from the Bombay Chamber of Commerce states that, 
in seven months, over 16,000 messages, at a cost of more 
than £50,000, passed to and from the Bombay line. 

Mr. Crawford also called attention to the shortcomings of 
the Peninsular and Oriental Company, whose safe monopoly 
hinders them from keeping pace with the times. The postal 
department needs inquiry and reform. More than three and 
a half million letters passed to and from India last year. 
Mr. Horsfall, in seconding the motion, supported Mr. Craw- 
ford’s views by some very curious anecdotes, more amusing to 
the House than to the firm that paid the sum of £4000 in 
six months for 153 telegraphic messages, many of which were 
never delivered! Sir Charles Bright made his first speech on 
this occasion, but does not seem to have made any impression, 
or added to the information given by the London and the 
Liverpool merchants. On the other hand, in the debate on 
the navy estimates the new engineer member, Mr. Samuda, 
the iron shipbuilder, made a decided hit, and promises to fill 
the place left, we hope temporarily, vacant by the illness of 
Mr. Laird. He succeeded in proving that the Admiralty has 
yet to learn how to build iron war-ships. 





ENGINEERS AND THEIR CLIENTS. 

Ir we may judge from some recent proceedings in the law 
courts, an active attorney is as much required as an expe- 
rienced draughtsman in the office of an enterprising engineer 
whose services are unfortunately not appreciated by his clients 
so highly as his own valuation. Cases of this kind have until 
lately been of rare occurrence, as they have been generally 
settled by mutual concessions ; but when pressed to their issue 
in open court, the disclosures are often interesting, if not in- 
structive. Stevenson v. the Exeter Gas Company, reported 
in our present number, turned principally on the question of 
what expenses can be legally charged by an engineer, in addi- 
tion to his fees for professional services. The charge of five 
guineas a day had been previously agreed to, and the number 
of days during which the plaintiff’s services were rendered had 
been virtually admitted, though days were comprised in the 
number on which he had worked for other clients, and a 
Sunday also, on which no. work was done. It is the practice, 
it seems, among some-members of the profession, to charge 
for expenses that have not been incurred; and Mr. Stevenson 
avowed, without hesitation, that he had charged two or three}, 
different clients thirty shillings ‘a day for hotel and incidental 
expenses on the same day, though there was no pretext 
that the extra work, for which he had charged separate 
fees, obliged him to eat a proportionate number of dinners. 
If it be the custom, as was asserted, thus to charge for 
expenses never incurred, it must be admitted to be “a 
‘‘custom more honoured in the breach than the ob- 
“‘servance.” But even that practice is less objectionable 
than the following method of ascertaining the expenses 
actually incurred. ‘‘ WhenI go on a journey for a client spe- 
“cially,” said Mr. Stevenson, ‘‘I count my money on leaving 
“home, and count it again when I get back, and I charge my 
“client with the difference.” There can be no doubt that that 
is a very simple plan, and in the case of Mr. Stevenson it may 
correctly represent the expenses incurred on behalf of his client, 
but it isa method of reckoning very liable to some abuse. The 
cost of a drag to the Derby, of a box at the opera, or of en- 
tertaining friends at the London Tavern, would have’a material 
effect in increasing the difference between the money taken 
from home and the sum brought back, and the client might 
not unreasonably object to pay such incidental expenses in- 
curred, though they might be during the absence from home on 
his affairs. Mr. Stevenson, however, gained a verdict for the 
full amount of his claim. 

Scientific evidence has fallen into much discredit in conse- 
quence of the practice of “ retaining” certain witnesses to give); 
evidence, and to assist in getting up acase. It is, indeed, 
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almost impossible to avoid engaging the assistance of experts 
in conducting most cases in which a special knowledge of facts 
i i and under such circumstances there must be a 
patural bias.in favour of the case in support of which their in- 
vestigations and knowledge have been required. To that 
extent scientific evidence must be liable to suspicion, and, there- 
fore, no cause for observation should be afforded by any im- 
proper charge. It would be well for the credit of engineers if 
the unfair custom of charging expenses that have not been 
incurred were generally repudiated, and if they were to con- 
fine their claim to the usual charge for professional services, 
and the whole or a fair proportion of their actual expenses, 
according to the number of cases they may be engaged in on 
the different days they charge for. 








Circular to Gas Companies. 


On the motion of Captain Gridley, one of the members for 
Weymouth, a return has been ordered to be made “ from 
“every gas company established by Act of Parliament in the 
“ United Kingdom, stating the several Acts of Parliament under 
“which established, the rates per 1000 cubic feet at which such 
“* company or corporation have supplied gas in the years 1864 
“and 1865, and the average price of the coal used by the com- 
“* pany in each year for the same period; also stating the amount 
“of fixed capital, and the rate per cent. of dividend to the 
“shareholders, or proprietors, on their shares in each year.” 
The return is a continuation of that ordered last year on the 
motion of Mr. Moor, then one of the members for Brighton, 
in which town there was at that time an agitation respecting 
the supply of gas, similar to that recently excited at Wey- 
mouth. It is somewhat remarkable that of late yéars these 
returns have been ordered at the instigation of a clique of 





is deserving the consideration of those gas companies that are 
not under any parliamentary obligation to make such returns, 
whether it will not be acting wisely to delay doing so for a 
time, as it is clear the returns are called for merely to afford 
materials for further declamations to discontented consumers 
of gas, or to correct errors in speculative calculations and 


The Metropolis Gas Act Amendment Bill of Messrs. Beal 
and Hughes, which was to authorize the purchase of all the 
gas-works of the metropolis, has been withdrawn. The Bill 


Orders ; and of the provincial gas Bills, that of the Childwall 
Gas Company, Limited, and the Bill of the Colchester Con- 


withdrawn. 

The City of London Corporation Gas Bill is to be opposed 
on the second reading, and with some prospect of success. 
The Corporation are exerting all their influence to induce the 
corporations and local authorities in the provinces to petition in 
favour of the Bill, and to request their representatives in Parlia- 
ment to support it. The companies who now supply the City 
have not been inactive in opposing the scheme, and they have 
secured the co-operation of several of the most influential 
members of the House of Commons, and the sympathy of the 
joint-stock interest at large. ‘‘ Reasons” for and against the 
Bill have been extensively circulated, and if they receive due 
attention the members of the House of Commons will be 
tolerably well prepared to discuss the general merits of the 
question. The paper stating the reasons in favour of the Bill, 
issued by the Corporation, commences by asserting that it is 
promoted at the urgent solicitation, and with the almost unani- 
mous approbation, of the citizens of London. The proposition 
is then enunciated, that; owing to the large concentrated con- 
sumption of gas in the City, and the facilities existing for the 
transit of coal and for disposing of residual products, no popu- 


London. It may be demurred to this proposition, in the first 
place, that the Corporation impose a tax on every ton of 
coal that is sold within their jurisdiction, and that the 
price of coal in the market is a better criterion of its 
actual cost than the advantages of transit. The concen- 
tration of the consumption is unquestionably favourable to 
a cheap supply of gas, and if the Corporation could have 
ome possessed of the existing gas-works on similarly 


gas on the terms proposed by the Bill, if there were no com- 
petition. But it should be borne in mind that most of 
the existing gas-works in the City were originally con- 
structed at a time when gas-making was imperfectly un-|| 
derstood, and that the capitals of the companies on 
which dividends are paid were needlessly increased by the 
reckless war of competition, which it is now the object 
of the Corporation to recommence. The charge for 
each public lamp, compared with the price of gas, in 
1865, is contrasted with the comparative charges for public 
and private lighting in 1823, and it is shown, with notes of 
admiration, that when the price of gas was 15s. per 1000 feet, 
the street-lamps were lighted for less than was charged when 
the price to private consumers was 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet. 
This is, no doubt, a striking fact, and it may seem rather sur- 
prising that it should have been briefiy dismissed with merely 
two notes of wonder. It may be presumed that those who 
concocted the paper were well aware that it was a point which 
would not bear investigation. It is an extreme example of the 
vicious practice that obtained in the early days of gas lighting 
of extorting from gas companies a supply of gas for the public 
lamps at less than cost price, as a condition for being allowed 
to lay down their mains in the streets. Notes of wonder may 
well be added to the statement of the gross injustice to private 
consumers which such an extorted charge implies; and the 
members of the Corporation should rather endeavour to conceal 
than to parade the terms to which their predecessors compelled 
the gas company to submit before gas lighting was allowed to 
be introduced in the City. The circular proceeds to mention 
the conditions and terms on which the Corporation propose to 
lay down mains and supply gas, and then to comment on the 
present state of supply; laying particular stress on the alleged 
breach of faith by the Great Central Company, and on the 
large profits now realized. The Bills promoted by the Char-' 
tered and by the City of London Gas Companies are referred to 
as arguments in favour of the second reading of the Corpora- 
tion Bill, for they require, it is said, an additional million of 
money, on which dividends must be paid, while the Corpora- 
tion gas-works for the supply of the whole City would not cost 
more than half a million ; and those companies also propose to 
erect new gas-works at a considerable distance from the City, | 
which is a prominent part of the Corporation scheme. 


In the circular issued by the three companies that now| 
supply the City with gas, the directors observe that, though! 
the Bill of the Corporation is directed only to the City. of’ 
London, yet the principle involved is so momentous that it is 
impossible to say, should it succeed, which of the corporations 
may next seek to annihilate the property by which their re- 
spective towns have been so largely benefited. In their reasons 
against the Bill, which accompany the circular, the mischiefs 
that have resulted from departing, in 1842, from the rule pre- 
viously observed, that each gas company should have a sepa- 
rate district, and from the introduction of competition, are 
forcibly stated. The: Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, it.is observed, 
was passed with a view to correct the mischief, and to restore 
the districting arrangement; the advantages gained by the 
public from the operation of that Act are pointed out, and 
they will, it is said, increase from year to year, if fresh 
companies are not introduced, and fresh capital laid out. The 
maintenence of the system established in 1860, after much in- 
quiry, is urged as being equally beneficial to the public, and 
fair and just towards the gas companies. Some further reasons 
against the Bill have been issued, in which the case of the 
existing companies is clearly stated, and their claims are put 
forth to the maintenance undisturbed of the districts secured 
to them by the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, which has since 
been regarded as a parliamentary settlement of the rights and 
obligations of the metropolitan gas companies. The Corpora- 
tion of London, it is observed, proposes by the Bill to set aside 
that well-considered Act of Parliament, and to enable the Cor- 
poration—trading on the credit of the corporate funds—to 
enter into competition with the three existing companies as 
sellers of gas, which competition would be the more 
anomalous as the Corporation are entrusted with extensive 
authority for the enforcement of the provisions of the 
Metropolis Gas Act, and if they became sellers of gas they 
would have power to enforce them against competing com- 
panies. A large shareholder in gas companies has also 
issued reasons against the Bill, addressed to Members of 
Parliament ; his objections being founded on the effect which 





advantageous conditions as the local authorities of Man- 
chester purchased theirs, they might possibly supply 








such a measure would have in depreciating the value of all 
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capital invested in gas, water, and other companies. The 
shareholders of such companies, he observes, have invested 
their money in them, confiding on the good faith of Parliament, 
and he entreats the most serious consideration to the dangerous 
principle involved ia the Bill, as, if passed, the existing com- 
panies would be subjected to an unequal and unfair competition 
with the vast resources of the Corporation of London. The 
Gas-Fitters Association have petitioned against the Bill, on the 
ground that it would seriously compromise their interests, for 
the Corporation seek for power not only to manufacture and 
supply gas, but to manufacture gas-fittings, meters, burners, 
and all other articles connected with gas-works. The motion 
for the second reading of the Bill is fixed for this evening. 

Mr. Crawford, one of the members for the City—aware, 
probably, of the intention of several, of the metropolitan 
members to vote against the London Corporation Bill—gave 
notice on Thursday—apparently with the view of catching a 
few votes—of his intention to move, after the second reading, 
“ That the Bill be committed to a select committee of twelve 
“‘ members, of whom five shall be nominated by the Committee 
“ of Selection; that it be an instruction to the committee to 
“ inquire into the operation and results of the Metropolis Gas 
“« Act, 1860.” This is a clever manceuvre, for there can be 
little objection to the proposed inquiry, excepting the expense 
to which it would subject the different companies primarily and 
the public ultimately ; but to make it dependent on the second 
reading of a confiscatory Bill is rather indicative of a sense of 
weakness. A deputation from the gas companies waited on 
the Home Secretary, on Saturday, respecting the proposed 
motion, but nothing of importance transpired at the interview. 
A report of what took place appears in another column; and 
we purpose reporting, in a second edition, the result of the 
debate on the second reading of the Bill. 


After upwards of forty years experience of competition in 
gas, the citizens of Dublin have come to the conclusion that a 
regulated monopoly secures the best and cheapest supply. <A 
petition signed by nearly 4000 of the largest and most respect- 
able gas consumers in Dublin, in favour of the Bill for 
amalgamating the three companies that supply that city and 
its suburbs into one, is the best evidence that can be given of 
the failure of competition in their case to obtain ‘‘cheap gas.” 
The amalgamation of the United General and the Commercial 
Companies with the Alliance Company is about to take place 
with the assent of all parties ; the Corporation having offered 
only a timid dissent for the purpose of endeavouring to obtain, 
at the expiration of a ten-years contract, not yet commenced, 
a reduction in the price of gas supplied to the public lamps of 
25 per cent. below that to be then charged to private 
consumers—a proposition which the committee of the lords 
to whom the Bill was referred would not entertain. The 
United General Gas Company commenced their operations in 
Dublin about thirty-five years ago, by buying up three com- 
peting companies already established there, and they lighted 
Dublin with gas under the assumed powers of the Acts of those 
companies. The Alliance Company were established in 1845 
under a Deed of Settlement, but in 1847 they became in- 
corporated, with powers to light the Dublin police district. 
The Commercial Company have been only recently established, 
with the sanction of the Corporation, in competition with the 
two other companies; their works are at Dundrum and Kings- 
town, and their operations have been very limited. The 
Alliance Company have been more prosperous than their 
rivals, and have gradually arrived at the position of 
being able to pay dividends of 9 per cent; the 
Commercial Company not having paid any. The latter, and 
the United General Company, attempted last session to obtain 
parliamentary powers, but their Bills were rejected. The Bill 
of the Commercial Company was thrown out on Standing 
Orders, and that of the United General Company was post- 
poned, so that the whole question of the supply of gas to 
Dublin might be fully considered in the present session. It 
was under these circumstances that the amalgamation of three 
companies into one was proposed and arranged, and application 
to Parliament is now made to sanction that arrangement. The 
Alliance Company had in the meantime entered into a contract 
with the Corporation to supply the street-lamps with 16-candle 
gas at the low price of 3s. 11d. per 1000 feet, but not satisfied 
with those very advantageous terms, the Corporation endea- 
voured to obtain at the termination of that contract a further 
reduction on the price charged to private consumers. Mr. 
Burke, who appeared before the committee on behalf of the 











Alliance Company, when referring to the contract to supply 
16-candle gas, brought before the notice of their lordships the 
increasing scarcity of-cannel coal, and remarked, if that standard 
of illuminating power were made general in other cases it would 
soon become impossible to supply gas of that quality. The 
preamble of the Bill was agreed to, and the clauses were 
arranged. The price to be paid by the Alliance Company for 
the United General Company’s works and plant is to be settled 
within certain limits by Mr, Hawksley and Mr. Barlow. 

The Bill promoted by the Newark Gas Company, for 
power to raise £20,000 additional capital, has been opposed, 
step by step, by the local authorities, under the guidance of 
Mr. Samuel Hughes ; but after a contest of two days the op- 
ponents of the Bill failed to establish any of their allegations, 
and it has passed the committee substantially as it was intro- 
duced. 

The aid of Mr. Flintoff’s vehement eloquence has been ap- 
plied for at Ryde, to stimulate the Town Commissioners to 
oppose the Bill of the Ryde Gas Company now before Parlia- 
ment, the object of which is to raise additional capital. The 
lecture was of the usual kind delivered by that orator. The 
misdeed of gas companies on which he laid most stress was 
the mixing of atmospheric air with gas for the same purpose 
that publicans dilute spirits with water. He cannot be so 
ignorant of the property of coal gas as not to know that a small 
admixture of air with gas destroys its illuminating power ; but 
it is a telling point with audiences more ignorant than himself. 
A resolution was passed requesting the Ryde Commissioners to 
take steps to oppose the company’s Bill, and to give the direc- 
tors notice that the commissioners were willing to purchase 
their gas-works, under the power conferred on them by the 
Ryde Improvement Act 1854; and that if the company refused 
to sell the commissioners would proceed to erect new works. 
The only result of this movement we conceive will be that the 
promoters of it will be minus in pocket the fee of £12 paid to 
the lecturer. 

The Great Central Gas Consumers Company were summoned 
to attend at Guildhall Police Court on the 28rd ult., to answer 
a complaint preferred against them by the Commissioners of 
Sewers for having supplied gas that contained more sulphur 
than permitted by the Metropolis Gas Act. Counsel were em- 
ployed on both sides, but after long arguments, which are re- 
ported in another part of our present number, the summons 
was dismissed on a technical objection, raised by Mr. Cole- 
ridge, who appeared for the defendants. The summons had 
been taken out in the name of Mr. Daw, the clerk to the 
commissioners, and it was contended that he was not em- 
powered under the Sewers Act to become an informant in a 
case of that kind. It was also objected that the place where 
the purity of the gas had been tested, was beyond the dis- 
tance prescribed by the Metropolis Gas Act. Mr. Coleridge 
said he took those objections entirely on his own responsibility, 
for the company were anxious that the case should be decided 
on its merits. Alderman Stone considered the first objection 
to be fatal, and accordingly dismissed the summons. It is to 
be regretted that the question was not entered into and settled 
on its merits, though it must be a relief to both parties to let 
the matter drop at the present time, when the continuance of 
them might have the appearance of an attempt on the part of 
the Commissioners of Sewers to exercise their judicial powers 
for the purpose of prejudicing possible rivals in the supply 
of gas. 

The Builder has taken offence at our rebuke of Mr. Godwin 
for the opinions expressed by him on the safety of subways, 
in the discussion of Mr. Burnell’s paper at the Society of 
Arts ; our contemporary appearing to think it a breach of the 
amenities of journalism to make adverse comments on any 
individual connected with that paper. We were not aware 
that the shield of the Builder protected those persons who 
come from behind it into public gaze, and utter offensively 
opinions that challenge remark. It appears that the state- 
ments of Mr. Hawksley have been contradicted by some cor- 
respondent of the Bui/der, unknown to fame, and we are, 
therefore, called upon “‘ to offer a frank and full apology” for 
having ventured to put the authority of a distinguished 
engineerin competition with such a connoisseur of art and sub- 
ways as Mr. Godwin. We would do much to oblige our con- 
temporary, but we cannot answer to the call. 

Our notice of the Gas-Heat and Pure Light Company has 
drawn forth some rather smart remarks from Mr. Isham Baggs, 
in the Mining Journal. He says he has not the happiness of! 
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being a constant reader of the Journat or Gas Licuttne, and 
that it was by the merest accident he was made aware of the 
“ honourable mention” accorded to him in our columns. He 
makes several comments on our notice of his ‘‘invention”’ in 
the same strain, but he fails to give any further information to 
establish its novelty or practicability. He seems, however, 
confident of success, and he claims, as one of the “ pioneers of 
“ progress,” a fair and patient hearing. We are quite willing 
to listen, but he must allow us the privilege of withholding 
assent to his assertions until they are better supported. 

The price of Boghead cannel has again advanced 10s. per 

ton, and it is now quoted at 80s. at Boness, on the Frith of 
Forth. The demand for Boghead for the manufacture of 
paraffin oil is so great, that gas manufacturers are now obliged 
to have recourse to other cannels for raising the quality of 
their gas; and a further general rise in the price of the latter 
kind is expected. 
We are informed that the Kingston-on-Thames meter 
inspector’s stamp, No. 45, continues to be used in Lambeth, 
notwithstanding the recent conviction, and that meters thus 
stamped continue to be fixed in ignorance of the penalty 
attached to the fixing of every meter so unlawfully stamped. 
The premises at Lambeth, we understand, are watched, and, if 
the numbers of the meters can be ascertained, the Metropolitan 
Board of Works will take proceedings against the parties fix- 
ing them. 








Correspondence. 


NEW LAMP FOR METER AND GOVERNOR HOUSES. 


S1r,—The explosion at the London Gas-Works, at Nine Elms, 
has had the effect of calling the attention of the gas world to the 





| possibility of escapes in meter and governor-houses, purifying- 


houses, &c., and to the danger of open lights in such places. 
With a view to meet this difficulty, a gentleman connected with 
the Leicester Gas Company, where they are now in use, designed 
described below. 

It will be seen to possess many advantages, among which the 
following may be mentioned :— 





The whole of the light is within the building. 

The certainty of a perfect joint between the glass cylinder and 
the collars. 

By adopting the wire-gauze, no explosion can take place from 
the outside of the buildings. 

t. can be easily fixed, requiring only to be cemented into the 
wall. 
We think the invention is entitled to the consideration of the 
managers of works generally, and we therefore submit it to 
you as the only organ circulating largely among them. 
Rotherham, Feb. 27, 1866. GUEST AND CHRIMES. 
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. DESCRIPTION. 
A is a glass cylinder secured to the collars 5 and c by a red-lead joint. 
The bottom plate, d, is made to screw up to a leather washer, so that it 
can be easily removed for cleaning, for which purpose the burner is also 
made removable. 

The cover, e, is secured by screws made tight ¥, a red-lead joint, and can 
be readily taken off to replace the glass in case of breakage. 
J and g are air- carried through and cemented into the wail for 
supplying air and off the products of combustion; these may be 
Protected on the outside by wire-gauze, where necessary. 
h is a silvered-glass reflector made to turn upon a pivot, 90 as to reflect 
the light in any desired direction 








tis a union-joint connecting the supply to the burner. 


Register of New Patents. 


1494.—Hyporrre Monte, lighting apparatus manufacturer, of 29, Boule- 
vard St. Martin, Paris, for ‘‘ An improved burner for gas and other 

lighting apparatus.’’ Patent dated May 31, 1865. 

This invention consists, first, in making the burner in such a manner that 
openings or draught-holes may be formed by means of two or several 
pieces of glass or other suitable transparent matter, fitted together face to 
face, having formed throughout their length or width openings or concavi- 
ties varying according to requirements. Thus, when the two plates of 
glass are brought face to face, the openings or concavities in one plate 
will come opposite those in the other plate, thereby forming a series of 
draught-holes; or one plate may have concavities, the other being plain, 
as may be desirable. This improvement is applicable not only to thenew 
gas-burner of the present patentee, but also to other gas-burners, for 
dividing the air into a number of small streams, and also to all kinds of 
burners for oil-lamps. 

The invention consists, secondly, in the use of a metallic alloy, which, 
although fusible, can be employed in these gas-burners, because the heat 
produced is never high enough to melt such alloy, in consequence of the 
new arrangements, and of the treble draught system introduced therein. 

Thirdly, the new burners are composed, first, for the metallic parts of 
an alloy of tin, lead, regulus, and copper combined in certain proportions; 
secondly, for the tubes and burners of plastic porcelain, earthenware, and 
any refractory clay; thirdly, for the draughting system, of glass or any 
other vitritiable and transparent materials so arranged as to serve as a 
substitute for all the accessories of ordinary burners—#.e., basket, gallery, 
cone, and other metallic parts used in other systems. 

The alloy is composed of tin, lead, and regulus, in the proportion of 
57 parts or tin, 38 parts of lead, and 5 of regulus for every 100 parts. 
These proportions may be varied to a small extent, and a small proportion 
of copper may be added. This alloy is very fusible and could not be 
used in the manufacture of ordinary burners which give too great a heat, 
but the new arrangements introduced in the construction of gas-burners 
produce much less heat and allow the use of that alloy. Thus a very 
great advantage will be gained in the manufacture, because the part of 
the burner which is called the fork can be moulded in a mould from 
which it passes already bored and provided with an internal and external 
screw thread, 
1516.—Joun Nvurratt, manager of the works of James Nasmyth and Co., 

Bridgewater Foundry, Patricroft, near Manchester, for “* Improvements 

tn valves for steam and other fluids and liquids.’ Patent dated June 

2, 1865. 

This invention consists in making steam and other valves of a segmental 
form, and fitting the valve in a cylindrical case or box. The spindle of 
the valve passes at one or both ends through a stuffing-box in the lid or 
lids of the box or case, and to it is or are fixed one or more projections 
with recesses containing springs, which act on the segmental valve and 
hold it against its face. When the valve is opened by a handle fixed to 
the spindle or otherwise, the steam or water, or other liquid or fluid is at 
liberty to flow freely through the valve-box and through an opening in 
the bridle which connects the valve to the valve-spindle, thus allowing 
an uninterrupted current to pass from one pipe to another when the 
valve-box is placed in a line of pipes. 

1527.—Cuartes Taytor, of Birmingham, machinist, for “‘ Improvements 

in tube-cutters and screw-stocks.”’ Patent dated June 3, 1865, 

These improvements in tube-cutters consist in constructing and ar- 
ranging the parts in the manner hereinafter described. The body of the 
tube-cutter consists of a hooked or claw-shaped hollow support, which is 
angular and open at one side. Within this support the tube to be cut or 
divided is placed. Made in one piece with the said support is a hollow 
cylindrical block, in a hole in the axis of which a screw-box is made, the 
said screw-box being cut out of the solid. In this box the screw works, 
one end carrying a handle by which it is turned, the opposite end being 
connected with a rod which carries at its end a circular cutter. This 
cutter-rod works in one end of the hollow cylindrical block, and is 
capable by the motion of the screw of being advanced from and with- 
drawn into the hollow block; but the said rod is incapable of rotary 
motion. The bottom of the support joining the cylindrical block is re- 
cessed and cut away, and in this recessed part the cutter-rod is partly 
embedded. This recessed part constitutes the bearing or support for the 
cutter-rod, and prevents lateral motion in it. The tube to be cut or 
divided being placed in the hollow cylindrical support, the circular cutter 
is advanced against the tube by turning the handle of the screw. By 
rotating the tube-cutter about the tube as a centre and gradually ad- 
vancing the cutter-tool, the tube is cut or divided at the part situated in 
the hollow support. 

Secondly, the improvements in screw-stocks and tube-cutters consist 
in making the dies of such screw-stocks and tube-cutters in halves, and 
locking or connecting the two halves together by means of pins engaging 
with the said half dies; also in making the dove-tails upon which the 
half dies are fitted extend from top to bottom of the opening in the body 
of the screw-stock or tube-cutter. 


1534.—Tuomas Gentiz and Josepx Arimarx, of Oldham, for “ Im- 
provements in turbines.’’ Patent dated June 5, 1865. 

This invention consists of a hollow shaft with a raised chamber in the 
centre, in which chamber is placed or cast a number of tubes or water 
passages, of a curved form, gradually receding from the centre, the whole 
forming a disc or circle, of which there may be one or more. The outer 
ends of the tubes or —aogunae are reduced so as to make, in the 
aggregate a less area than the feed-pipe, thus causing the water to be 
backed up in its passage through the tube, and causing them and the shaft 
to rotate. In some cases there is placed over the tubes a shell or casin 

with a passage for conveying away the water after it has passed througe 
the tubes, the shell or casing being provided with one or more apertures 
or air-valves to assist the water in its exit from the shell. The water 
is admitted through each end of the hollow shaft into the raised chamber 
first mentioned, whence it passes through the tubes either into the shell 








or casing or into any other channel of escape. 
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The foregoing arrangement of turbines, is employed by fixing-or casting 
to the hollow shaft one or more wheels or runners, each having in it a 
number of water-passages of a curved shape and of any required width. 
The said passages, as in all these improved turbides, gradually recede from 
the centre to the shaft, and are reduced in area at their discharge ends, 


1548.—Henry Hermann Kromscrroeper and Jonn Freperick Krom- 

SCHROEDER, both of 14, Church Road, Haverstock Hill, for ‘* Improve- 

ments in dry gas-meters.”” Patent dated June 6, 1865. 

This invention has for its object improvements in dry gas-meters, Here- 
tofore in constructing the flexible or collapsible chambers of dry gas- 
meters, strips or fillets of leather have commonly been used, and the ends 
of the strips have been sewn or joined together so as to produce a short 
tube, and in many cases the requisite length of fillet or strip has only 
|been obtained by joining two or more lengths together with several 
seams, and such seams have been found in practice to be objectionable, 
by reason of their stiffness or hardness as compared with the other parts 
of the leather, and also by reason of their liability to leak. In some cases 
seams have been avoided by cutting a ring of leather out of a sheet, and 
blocking and stretching it into a tubular form; but, when the leather 
is blocked, it is found to wear rapidly at the parts where it is most 
stretched. The end of the leather the has usually been closed by a 
circular plate or disc of metal, to form the end of the chamber, but this 
form is inconvenient when making the exterior of the gas-meter rect- 
angular, which is the preferable form. 

According to this invention, in place of employing circular discs of 
metal, and in place of. employing strips or fillets of leather, fastened or 
| sewn together, as is most generally the practice, the leather for forming 
the flexible chamber of a dry gas-meter is obtained by cutting the central 
portion from a men or oblong piece of leather, which is then fixed to 
two square or oblong frames, the corners or angles of which are rounded 
off. By this construction the form of the flexible or collapsible chamber 
will be well adapted to work in a rectangular outer case, besides which 
there will be no seams in the leather, and the leather is not injured by 
blocking. 

In constructing the rotary or circular valve, a conical plug is used, the 
side or circumference of which is by preference slightly hollow; and in 
place of being formed with straight lines, as would be the case if the plug 
were truly conical, on one side a recess is formed, passing from the top of 
the widest diameter of the plug downwards to nearly the bottom. This 
recess is open at top and closed at bottom. Through the opposite side of 
the conical plug is a passage passing into the plug, such passage being 
open at bottom and closed at top. The conical plug is received into and 
turns in a seat, which is constructed in the following. manner :—A plate 
is used having a central opening through it. On the upper surface there 
|| are four uprights, which at their upper ends have a ring formed thereon, 
|| or fixed to them, which receives and supports the conical plug, and em- 
braces it near its upper end. The inner edges of the uprights and the 
‘| inner edge of the ring are formed to fit the conical plug. Between the 
|| four uprights above mentioned are four openings or passages, corresponding 


|| in dimensions with the opening or passage and the recess formed in the 
opposite sides of the plug. 

y the use in dry gas-meters of circular rotating valves such as above 
described, comparatively large passages for the ingress and egress of gas 
can be made, whilst the area of the rubbing surfaces, and consequently 
the friction, is small, admitting of the size or capacity of meters for given 
numbers of lights being reduced. 


1549.—Ricnarp ArcHIBALD Broomay, of 166, Fleet Street, London, for 
“Improvements in the construction of reservoirs for containing and 
storing petroleum and other oils.’’ A communication. Patent dated 
June 6, 1865. 

The description of this apparatus would not be intelligible without the 

aid of drawings. 


1553.—James Howanrtu, M.D., of Andover, for *‘ An improved method 
and apparatus for distilling coal, shale, and other carbonaceous sub- 
stances,’” A communication. Patent dated June 7, 1865, 


This invention relates to certain new and useful improvements in the 
processes and apparatus for manufacturing gas and oils from coals, shales, 
and other carbonaceous substances, in which both internal, and external 
heat are applied to the retorts, the internal heat being ‘furnished by 
passing superheated steam through the material to be acted upon, and the 
external heat by a suitable arrangement of fiues, combustion-chambers, 
and retorts. The best results are obtained by causing the superheated 
steam to perform the actual work of extracting the volatile products from 
the coal, shale, wood, or other carbonaceous substances, and keeping the 
temperature of the external heat only sufficiently high to prevent radia- 
tion. By these means products are obtained in he quantities and of 
much greater commercial value than by any process heretofore used, and 
the evils of destructive distillation are also Side avoided. 

The claims are, for distilling coal, shale, or other carbonaceous sub- 
stances, for the production of oils, gases, vapours, and volatile pro- 
ducts, by passing through the material to be acted upon a current of 
superheated steam in one body, in a vertical plane, or nearly so, through 
an upright retort—i.e., so that a body of superheated steam shall 
come in contact with every portion of the said material; also so com- 
| bining devices for superheating steam-flues for the passage of combustion, 
and a suitable retort or retorts containing carbonaceous materials, 
as to cause the internal heat, or that caused by the superheated steam, 
to always predominate over the external heat and perform the work of 
extracting the liquid and volatile products from the contents of the retort 
or retorts without producing destructive distillation; also, a double- 
chambered upright retort, substantially as and for the purpose described, 


1576.—Lieutenant-Colonel James Baxzr, M.A., of Croft Lodge, Cam- 
bridge, for ** Impr ts in hi: ¥Y Sor obtaining power when 
fluid pressure is employed.” Provisional protection only obtained. 
Dated June 9, 1865. 

The nature and mode of carrying out this invention can only be described 

with the aid of drawings. 














1586.—Jonn Epcar Poynter, of Glasgow, manufacturing chemist, for 
“ Improvements in purifying paraffin,” Provisional protection only 
obtained. Dated June 12, 1865. 
This invention consists in purifying paraffin by means of fasel oil, whereby 
increased economy in the ion is obtained. Crude paraffin, or 
paraffin in the state in which it is first obtained. from mg the product 
of the distillation of coal, shale, or other source, is always associated with 
various other hydrocarbons, which it is desirable to separate from it; and 
the object of this invention is to remove such materials. 
The crude paraffin and fusel oil are mixed together, and sufficiently heated 
to liquefy the paraffin. On being allowed to cool, the fusel oil is ex- 
pressed and separated from the paraffin by means of an oil-press, when it 
will be found that a large portion of the impurities have been removed. ||, 
The process is repeated with fresh fusel oil until no further impurities are 
removed thereby. To free the paraffin from the smell of the fusel oil, | |. 
heat may be applied of sufficient temperature to completely volatilize and 
drive off the same; but for ordinary purposes it-will suffice to wash the 
purified paraffin with hot water. Another mode of purifying the paraffin 
is to mix as much fusel oil therewith as will be sufficient to dissolve it 
without the application of heat. The paraffin is then allowed to crys- 
tallize, solidify, or deposit, when the fusel oil is drawn off, and the opera- 
tion is repeated till the required amount of purification is obtained. 
When charged with impurities, the fusel oil is itself purified or renovated, 
so that it may be used over again, by distilling it in the usual way, at 
the temperature necessary to volatilize it, and by collecting it as it distils 
over into the col-receiver. 
1591.—Joun Tuomas, of Battersea, London, for ‘A new material to be 
used in the purification of heating and lighting gases.’’ Provisional 
protection only obtained. Dated June 12, 1865. 
This invention consists in the preparation and employment of a new ma- 
terial to be used by itself or mixed with other suitable materials to give 
it porosity, in the purification of heating and lighting gases. The coke of 
Boghead or cannel coal, or the material remaining after the distillation of 
such coal is burned or calcined, and the ash or product remaining is re- 
duced to powder. This powder is damped with water, and forms the 
new material, which may be employed by itself, or, if not sufficiently 
porous, mixed with sawdust, ashes, or other suitable material not capable 
of exerting an injurious action upon the gas to be purified. The material 
is to be used in a similar manner to lime or oxide of iron. To improve 
its qualities for the purifying of gas from sulphur it is damped with lime- 
water, or lime is added. 
1653.—Prosrrro Cartevanris, of Genoa, Italy, professor of chemistry, 
for “‘ Producing a light applicable to photographie purposes, to light- 
houses, and to other illuminations.’’ Provisional protection only 
obtained. Dated June 20, 1865, 
To obtain this light, the process is as follows:—A piece of chloride of 
magnesium, larger or smaller according to the effects of light required, is 
placed upon a small prism of gas-retort coal, and upon it, through a small 
tube, the flame of oxyhydrogen gas is directed. Ora prism or even a 
small and well compressed cylinder of carbonate of magnesia is placed 
within the flame from the same mixed gases, The chloride of magnesium 
or the carbonate of magnesia is directly decomposed and resolved into 
oxide of spongy magnesium, from which the intense bright, fixed, and 
constant light comes forth, causing all the chemical phenomena of diffused 
sunlight. The gases of the said combination, which are pure hydrogen 
or even ordinary illuminating gas and pure oxygen, or even atmospheric 
air, flow separately from two different gas-meters, and are mixed only in 
@ very small tube at the end of the pipes. | 


1655.—Epwarp Grirvitn Brewer, of 89, Chancery Lane, London, for 

“ Improvements in the construction of taps or valves.”’ A communi- 

cation. Provisional protection only obtained. Dated June 20, 1865, 
These taps or valves have two plugs placed one within the other, which 
are free to work in a vessel or case which allows the inlet gas to pass 
through the tap and thence to the supply-pipe. The vessel or case con- 
taining the plugs is enlarged at the ends to receive the main and supply 
pipes, and is made with four apertures, two of which serve alternately 
for the passage of the gas. The large plug has apertures corresponding 
in number with those in the case, two of which are in the forepart and 
two in the part containing the small plug. When properly set for action 
the apertures in the front part of the large plug correspond with those in 
the - and exit pipes, and by turning the small plug the supply-pipe is 
cut off, 
1658.—Joun Scuott, of 41, Berwick Street, Soho, London, for ‘ Im- 

provements in gas-burners,” Patent dated June 20, 1865. 

In order to increase the light obtained by burning gas with the ordinary 
flat-flame burners, known as fish-tail and bat’s-wing, and with other 
similar burners, a narrow and thin strip of mae | preference of plati- 
num—is employed, which is fixed so as to stand in the plane of the flame 
immediately above the burner. The metal should be so thin that its 
edge may not materially interfere with the issue of the gas from the 
burner. This addition to a gas-burner will be found greatly to increase 
the quantity of light given by burning a certain measure of gas through 
the burner. 

To the nozzle of the burner a short tube of brass or other material is 
fitted. This tube is split on one side to enable it to pass readily on to the 
nozzle and embrace it firmly when there. The thin strip of platinum is 
fixed on the tube by fitting it into two small one on each side of 
the tube, and then closing the notches upon it by spreading the metal on 
one or both sides of the notch, or the platinum may be fixed in any other 
convenient manner. In place of platinum other materials capable of 
resisting the action of the flame may be ed, 

For a bat’s-wing burner the strip of platinum, should not be quite 
central, in order that it may come either just in front of or just behind 
the slit from which the gas issues, and not interfere with the issue of the 
gas. To d and other burners a similar addition is made, the strip 
of metal being then formed into a ring, and fixed immediately within the 
circle of holes, the diameter of the thin metal ring being slightly less 
than that of the circle of holes. In constructing fish-tail a other similar 
gas-burners, the top of the burner is formed of thin sheet platinum, and 
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in its place by preference by burnishing it down into a recess ; 
the holes or slits are then afterwards cut in the platinum, in place of 
boring them through the solid metal, as is usual. It is preferred to make 
the nozzle of brass; it is tubular, and open at the top. This end is then 
turned in a lathe, so as to make a small internal ledge all round. On this 

e a disc of platinum is then dropped, this disc being of such a size as 
just to fit into the recess made for it; then a burnisher is applied to the 
on the edge of which the thickness had been reduced in making 

recess, and this edge is rubbed down so as to secure the platinum disc 
in its place; afterwards, by stamping tools, the platinum is dished to 
! bring the upper surface to the usual form of bat’s-wing burner, and the 
holes are bored in it as usual. 

Ring burners may be made in a similar manner, a ring of thin 
platinum being burnished into a recess to receive the circle of holes. Thus 
constructed, they are more durable, and give less trouble than those of the 
ordinary construction. 
1667.—Micuazt Henry, of 84, Fleet Street, London, for ‘* Improve- 

ments in apparatus for measuring fluids.’”’” A communication. Pro- 

visional protection only obtained. Dated June 21, 1865. 

This invention relates to an apparatus for measuring fluids, and is so con- 
structed that the fluid leaves the apparatus with the same pressure it had 
on entering it. The apparatus consists mainly of three compartments, 
two of which are air-chambers separated by a partition, and in the third, 
from which the fluid passes from one air-chamber to another, a vane 
pallet or piston works. The air in the chamber prevents the disturbance 
of the fluid, and renders its delivery continuous. The air flows from one 


ozzile. 
nozzie, 








air-chamber into a hollow shaft, perforated with inlet and outlet orifices : 
the inlets are equal to the outlets. By one orifice the fluid flows to one 
side of the vane or piston, and the space on the other side being filled 
with fluid, the fluid will leave the meter at the same pressure as it enters 
it. By turning an inner shaft, acting as a cylindrical valve, two of the 
orifices will be closed, and the fluid will enter on the other side of the 
vane or piston, and expel the fluid on the opposite side. 


1674.—Epwarp Kenwortruy Duvrton, of Sale, in the co. of Chester’ 
merchant, for ‘‘ Certain improvements in apparatus for measuring and 
indicating the flow of liquids.”” Patent dated June 22, 1865. 

This invention consists in a novel combination, and construction, and 
arrangement of mechanism, which may be used as a tap, for measuring 
the flow of liquids. The plug of this tap has a passage or thoroughfare 
so constructed within it that when one-half or other portion of a turn is 
given to the plug, by means of a handle to which it is attached, the liquid | 
flows from the reservoir to which such tap is connected through the 
thoroughfare into a receiver of a certain given capacity, the air contained 
in such receiver being expelled up a tube into a hollow air-chamber, 
usually of larger dimensions than the liquid-receiver. When the receiver | 
is full, the liquid is forced up the air-tube, or through a tube hereafter 
mentioned, and continues rising until an equilibrium or balance of 
pressure is obtained between the air and liquid, at which time the handle 
actuating the plug receives another half turn, which closes the inlet 
thoroughfare, and allows the measured quantity of liquid to escape from 
the receiver through the tap or valve, which having been reversed forms 
the outlet-passage. The liquid in the chamber is still held in suspension 
during the time the receiver is discharging itself; but when refilling it is 
conducted by a tube into the inlet thoroughfare, which thus allows a 
constant equilibrium to be maintained between the air and liquid. Each 
revolution of the plug causes the receiver to be once filled and discharged, 
or the plug may be arranged to reciprocate as in ordinary taps having the 
same effect, the number of such revolutions or reciprocations being ascer- 
tained by an ordinary indicating apparatus attached to a shaft or rod 
extending from the plug, or connected therewith. 


1687.—Hzwry Saxon Snett, of 36, Chancery Lane, London, and 
Freperick Epwarp Tuomas, of 10, Manchester Terrace, Liverpool 
Road, Islington, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus used in supplying | 
“ . a Provisional protection only obtained. Dated June 
:] . 
In carrying out this invention, a moveable partition or diaphragm is ap- 
plied to each burner in such a manner that the pressure of the gas, when 
the burner is being used, acts on the diaphragm or moveable partition, 
and so keeps open the ein the cock or tap which is employed for | 
regulating or shutting off the supply of gas to each burner. But when 
the supply of gas from the main is shut off, and the gas ceases to press on 
the diaphragm or moveable partition, the partition or diaphragm, in con- 
sequence of its being no longer resisted by the pressure of the gas, allows | 
the plug or valve of the cock or tap to close, and to remain closed until 
again opened by the person about to light the gas at the burner. 





APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 
497.—Wiiuiam Cray, of Liverpool, in the co. of Lancaster, iron manu- | 
facturer, for “ Improvements in economizing the heat of gas-producers.” 
Feb. 16, 1866. 
498.—Epwarp Joun Cowiine We cu, of Harrow, in the co. of Middle- | 
sex, engineer, for ‘‘ Improved apparatus for carburetting air and gas.” 
| Feb. 16, 1866. 

506.—Joun Wotstennoime, of Radcliffe, in the co. of Lancaster, and | 
Joun Tomiinson PENDLEBURY, of Elton, in the same co., for ‘ Im- | 
provements in apparatus for shaving and cutting metal bars and metal 
tubing.” Feb. 17, 1866. 

513.—Josuva Kipp, of Battersea Rise, in the co. of Surrey, gas engineer, 
for “ Improvements in carburetting low-pressure superheated steam, air, 
or coal gas for lighting and heating purposes, for generating steam or | 
hydrocarbon vapour, and in apparatus employed therein.” Feb. 17, 1866. 
518.—Eanzst Marre Du Boxs, government engineer, of Boulevart de 
Strasbourg, Paris, France, for ‘Improvements in apparatus for mea- 
suring and registering the flowof water or other liquids.’ Feb, 20, 1866. 
Peter make Kennepy, of Kilmarnock, in the co. of Ayr, N.B., water- | 


| 
| 
| 














| BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY a) 


523.—THomas WrittamMson and Epwin Patrick Marren, of Stel 

og in the co. of Lancaster, for “ Improvements in valves.” Ei 
, 1866. 

536.—Lvuxe Brown, of Derby, in the co. of Derby, brassfounder, Wax- 
LIAM WHEELDON, also of , engineer, and Grorce Niewozas 
Wim Tvam Tnompson, of Derby aforesaid, machine broker, éer 
“* Improvements in stop-cocks,”’ Feb, 21, 1866. 

539.—Henny Spink Swirt, of Peckham, in the co. of Surrey, gen 
for “‘ Improvements in the construction of pumps.” Feb. 21, 1866. 

585.—James Tuomas, of 23, Everett Street, Battersea, in the co. ef 
Surrey, for “‘ Improvements in gas-meter indexes.” Feb. 26, 1866. 

603.—Hvcu Roxertson, of Motherwell, in the co. of Lanark, N_B, 
for “ Improvements in the manufacture of oil and other products from 
bituminous substances, and in the machinery or apparatus 
therein ; which improvements or parts thereof are.also applicable to the 
manufacture of white lead or other pigments,” Feb. 27, 1866. 

616.—Wittaam Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the eo. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for “Improvements in the process of and appa- 
ratus for the distillation of tar and other substances.’ A communica- 
tion. Feb. 28, 1866. 

619.—Ricuarp Crark, of Canon Farm, Pinner, in the co. of Middlesex 
gentleman, for “‘ Improvements in signal, street, and other lamps, awd im 
gas-burners.” Feb, 28, 1866, 

625.—James Youne, of Limefield, in the co. of Mid Lothian, N.B, 
gentleman, for ‘ Improvements in distilling coal, shales, and other sub- 
stances.”’ March 1, 1866. 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 


316.—Joun Macintosn, of North Bank, Regent’s Park, in the ca of 
Middlesex, and Witt1am Bocaert, of Lindsey House, Chelsea, in the 
co. of Middlesex, for ‘* Improvements in gas-pipes.” Feb. 1, 1866. 

346.—TuEopuitus ALFRED GILBERT WILLINGTON, of Ross Hill, Hands- 
worth, Staffordshire, for “ Improvements in apparatus for heating con- 
servatories, apartments, or boilers by means of gas.” Feb. 3, 1866. 

356.—Tuomas Spencer, of Euston Square, in the co. of Middlesex, che~ 
mical engineer, for ‘* Improvements in the mode of and apparatus for 
Jiltering water and other fluids.’ Feb. 5, 1866. 

364.—Ricuarp Crark, of Cannon Farm, Pinner, in the co. of Middlesex, 
for “Improvements in the construction and lighting of railway carriages.” 
Feb. 6, 1866. 

372.—Wiu1am Ricuarps, of 7, Regina Road, Holloway, in the co. of 
Middlesex, engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in means or apparatus for 
measuring liquids.” Feb. 7, 1866. 

412.—Cuantes Emits Grasoua, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, 
lamp-maker, for “Improvements in privies and commodes,” Feb. 9, 1866. 

454.—Josern Bevertey Fensy, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, 
mechanical engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in pumps for raising and 
Soreing liquids.” Feb. 13, 1866. 

513.—Josuva Kipp, of Battersea Rise, in the co. of Surrey, gas engineer, 
for ‘“ Improvements in carburetting low-pressure superheated steam, air, 
or coal gas for lighting and heating purposes, for generating steam or 
hydrocarbon vapour, and in apparatus employed therein.” Feb. 17, 1866. 

523.—Tuomas Witiramson and Epwin Patrick Marren, of Staly- 
bridge, in the co. of Lancaster, for ‘‘ Improvements in valves.” Feb. 
20, 1866. 

539.—Henry Spink Swirt, of Peckham, in the co. of Surrey, gentlemany 
for “* Improvements in the construction of pumps.” Feb. 21, 1866. 





NOTICES TO PROCEED. 


2615.—Joun Joszru Parkes, of London Street, Paddington, in the co. 
of Middlesex, gas engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture of 
railway-station and other gas-lamps.” Oct. 10, 1865, 

2620.—Jamers Crurcuett, of Stroud, in the co. of Gloucester, at present 
domiciled at Washington, district of Columbia, United States of Ame- 
rica, for “‘ Improvements in the manufacture of gas.” Oct. 11, 1865. 

2632.—Jean Ursin Bastier, of Gower Street, in the co. of Middlesex, 
civil engineer, for “‘ Jinprovements in apparatus for raising liquids.’ 
Oct. 12, 1865. 

2710.—Ricuarp Fett, of 7, Robinson Row, in the co. of Middlesex, 
engineer, and Davy Hammonp, of Hackney Road, in the said eo. of 
Middlesex, for “‘.An improved apparatus for regulating the supply of 
water to tanks, water-butts, or cisterns, applicable also to other purposes.” 
Oct. 20, 1865. 

185.—WittuaM Biincer, of 17, Southampton Buildings, in the co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘* Improvements in gas-burners.” A com- 
munication. Jan. 20, 1866. 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 


£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR, 

399.—Joun Cronin JErrcott, “Improvements in the production and 
ration of gases, and also in apparatus connected therewith.” Feb. 14, 1863. 

449.—Jostan Puntis and Grorce Cox, “‘ Improved appliances for dis- 
playing in the open air, or in-doors, luminated designs, devices, mottocs, 
or announcements, and in which jets of gas are employed as the dlumi- 
nating agent.” Feb, 18, 1863. 

513.—Gzorce Bower and Witt1am HoizinsHeap, “ Improvements in 
apparatus for the production and transmission of gas or other fluids.” 
Feb. 24, 1863, 














Sines 


meter maker, for “ Improvements in water-meters.” Feb, 20, 1866, 
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Parliamentary Lntelligence, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, Fes. 19, 1866. 

The ALtprrsnot Gas; EqurraBLe Gas Company; and the New River 
Company Bills, were presented and read a first time. 

The FuintsHirE O1L AND CANNEL Company; Hornsey Gas; and the 
ImprerRtAL Gas Company Bil!s, were read a second time. 

Petitions were deposited against the ALLIANCE AND Dustin Con- 
sumers Gas Bill, from the Corporation of Dublin;—against the Firint- 
SHIRE Or, AND CANNEL Company Bill, from the Corporation of Chester;— 
against the IMPERIAL GAs Company Bill, from the North London Railway 
Company, the Vestry of St. Pancras, and from Charles Bagley ;—against 
the Lonpon Gas Bill, from the Vestry of St. Luke, Chelsea ;—against the 
Loneton Gas Bill, from the Stoke, Fenton, and Longton Gas Company ;— 
and against the Unirep GeneraL GAs Company (Dusty) Bill, from the 
Corporation of Dublin. 


Tusspay, Fes. 20. 
The GRANGE AND Cartmec District Gas AND WATER Bill was read a 
second time, 
The ALpersHot GAs AND WATER; ALLIANCE AND DuBLin ConsUMERS 
Gas; Betrasrt Gas; East BARNET GAs anp Water; Lonpon Gas; 
Unirep GeneraL GAs Company (DuBLin); Unirep GENERAL Gas Com- 


|| PANY) (Limerick); and the Ventnor GAs AND WATER Bills, were com- 


mitted. 

The SouruGate Asp Cotney Hatcu Gas Bill was presented, and 
read a first time. 
Petitions were deposited against the ALDERsHoT Gas AND WATER Bill, 


||from the Aldershot Gas Consumers Company and others;—against the 
|| Becrasr Gas Bill, from the Belfast Central Railway Company ;—against 


the East Barnet Gas AND Warer Bill, from the New River Company;— 
against the FuinrsHire Or, AND CANNEL Company Bill, from the London 
and North-Western Railway Company;—and against the Ventnor Gas 
anpD Water Bill, from the Isle of Wight Railway Company; Isle of Wight 
Water-Works Company; Vestry of Bonchurch; and inhabitants of 
Ventnor, &c. 


Taurspay, Fes. 22. : 

The Lord Chancellor acquainted the House that the Standing Orders 
applicable to the Lonpon Rarttways Gas Bill had not been complied with. 

The ALLIANCE AND Dusiin Consumers Gas; Unitrep GENERAL GaAs 
Company(DuB.1y); Usirep Generat GAs Company(LImerick) ; BELFAST 
Gas; Loypon Gas; RepHEvGn BripGE AND AprroAcHEs; and the 
VentNor GAs AND Water Bilis, were referred to a Select Committee, 
consisting of the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos (chairman); Marquis 
of Normanby, Earl Ducie, Lord Delamere, and Lord Wharncliffe, who will 
meet on Thursday, March 1, at eleven o’clock. 

A petition was deposited against the FiintsHrrE O1L AND CANNEL 
Company Bill, from the Chester United Gas Company. 





Fripay, Fes. 23. 

The Loneton Gas and the RypE Gas Bills were committed. 

The following Bills were read a second time:—The ALpDERsHoT GaAs; 
New River Company; and the EquiraBLe Gas Company. 

Petitions were deposited against the ALDERSHOT Gas Bill, from owners, 
&c., of property within 300 yards of proposed gas-works;—against the 
IMPERIAL GAs Company Bill, from the Trustees of the River Lea, and W. 
White and others;—against the Loneron Gas Bill, from the Corporation of 
Longton ;—and against the Rype Gas Bill, from the Commissioners of Ryde, 
and inhabitants of Ryde and neighbourhood. 


Monpay, Fes 26. 

The opposition to the Betrasr Gas Bill was withdrawn; the Bill will, 
therefore, proceed as an unopposed one. 

The FLINTsHIRE OIL AND CANNEL Company; Hornsey Gas; and the 
ImpeRIAL Gas Bills, were committed. 

The SouTHGATE AND Cotyey Harcu Gas Bill was read a second time. 

ALLIANCE AND Dusiin Consumers Gas Bill.—Report from the Com- 
mittee of Selection that the Earl Somers be proposed to the House asa 
member of the Select Committee on the said Bills in the place of the 
Marquis of Normanby, read and agreed to. 

Petitions were deposited against the Hornsey Gas Bill, from the Imperial 
Gas, &c., Company, and E. Welch ;—and against the ImperrAt Gas Bill, from 
the Metropolitan Board of Works; East London Water-Works Company; 
Regent’s Canal Company; Vestry of Chelsea; Vestry of Paddington; Vestry 
of Fulham; Commercial Gas Company; H. P. Ree, M.D., and P. Nelson; 
and devisees in trust of C. Bagley, deceased. 

Tvusspay, Fen. 27. 

The GraNGE AND Carrmet District GAs anp Water Bill was 
committed. 

A petition was deposited against the EquitabLe Gas Comrany Bill, 
from the Westminster District Board of Works. 


Tuurspay, Marcu. 1. 
Betrast Gas Bill was reported specially, with amendments. 
Petitions were deposited against the EqurrabLe Gas Bill, from the 
Marquis of Westminster ;—and against the SourHGaTE AND CoLygy Hatcu 
Gas Bill, from the inhabitants of Colney Hatch. 


Fripay, Marca 2. 

The AtprersHot Gas; EquiraBLe Gas; and the New River Com- 
PANY Bills, were committed. 

ALLIANCE AND Dvsiin Consumers Gas Bill was reported from the 
Select Committee, with amendments. 

Unirep GeneraAL Gas Company (Duptin) Bill.—Reports from the 
Select Committee, that the committee had not proceeded with the con- 
sideration of the Bills, the opposition thereto having been withdrawn; read 
and ordered to lie on the table. The orders made on the 20th and 22nd of 
February last discharged, and Bill committed. 

Petitions were deposited against the ALDERSHOT Gas Bill, from the Alder- 
shot Gas and Water Company and others ;—and against the EqurraBLe Gas 
Bill, from the Vestry of St. George, Hanover Square; from the Vestry of 
Lio ra gag ields; and from inhabitants, &c., of St. George’s Square, 
and others. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, Fes. 19. 
Petitions were presented, and the following Bills ordered to be brought 
in:— 
Kitmarnock WATER. 
Giascow CorroraTion WATER. 
Worksop AND SHIREOAKS Gas. 
. CuatHam, RocueEster, &c., GAs. 
Neata New Gas. 

The Brecon Water AnD DrarvacE Bill.—The petition for a Bill was 
referred to the Select Committee on Standing Orders. 

The following Bills were read a second time and committed :—ALDRING- 
Ton, Hove, AND Briguton Gas; BRIGHTON AND Hove GENERAL Gas; 
ConGLeTon GAS AND ImpROvEMENT; CRoypon CoMMERCIAL Gas; Dun- 
DEE WaTER; FromE GAs; GASLIGHT AND COKE AND City or Lonpow 
GASLIGHT AND Coke Companiges; GASLIGHT AND CokE Company; NEL- 
cr Loca Boarp; SournH StrarrorpsHirRE WATER; and the Tain 

ATER. 

The following Bills were read a first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time:—Hrywoop WATER; STOURBRIDGE IMPROVEMENT; StouGH, Dat- 
CHET, AND District Gas; Liverroot Corporation WATER; and the 
MrppLEsBoROUGH EXTENSION AND IMPROVEMENT. 

Petitions were deposited against the ALDRINGTON, Hove, AND BRIGHTON 
Gas Bill, from George Kirwan Carr Lloyd ;—against the Bansury Gas Bill, 
from the London and North-Western Railway Company ;—against the Brr- 
MINGHAM WareRr Bill, from the Trustees of Birmingham, Sutton, and Wat- 
ford Gap, &c., Turnpike Road; Frank Hudson; from the Right Hon. Charles 
Powyer Adderley; London and North-Western Railway Company; Rev. 
Ralph Bagot; Corporation of Birmingham; and from the Earl of Bradford; 
—against the CANTERBURY GAs AND WATER Bill, from the South-Eastern 
Railway Company;—against the Campwatt Gas Bill, from the London 
and North-Western Railway Company ; ratepayers of the township of 
Wavertree, ratepayers of Allerton, and ratepayers of West Derby ;—against 
the Dustin Corporation Water Bill, from inhabitants of Dublin;— 
against the GasLicnt aND Coke Comrany Bill, from the North London 
Railway; against the HoLyHEaD Water Bill, from the London and North- 
Western Railway Company ;—against the HupprrsFrrELp WaTER Bill, from 
Messrs. George and Eli Mallinson and George Mallinson; ratepayers and 
water ratepayers of Huddersfield; London and North-Western Railway Com- 
pany; Sun Fire Office Company, and other fire insurance companies; and 
Calder and Hebble, and Aire and Calder Navigation Companies ;—against 
the Lercester Water Bill, from visitors of Leicestershire and Rutland 
Lunatic Asylum, and William ;Freer, their clerk; and Midland Railway 
Company ;—against the Newark Gas Bill, from Newark Water-Works 
Company, and inhabitants of Newark and its neighbourhood ;—against the 
NEWCASTLE AND GATESHEAD WareER Bill, from the Corporation of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne;—against the Patstey Water Bill, from the Paisley 
Water Company ;—against the SHEFFIELD Unirep Gas Bill, from the Cor- 

oration of Sheffield, and inhabitants of Sheffield ;—against the SHEFFIELD 
VaTER Bill, from the Corporation of Sheffield;—against the Sourm Srar- 
FORDSHIRE WATER Bill, from the North Staffordshire Railway Company ;— 
and against the Wrest MippLesex Warer Bill, from the London and 
—_— estern Railway Company, and from the Conservators of the river 
hames. 


TvueEspay, Fes. 20. 

A petition was presented, and the CLEETHORPES Gas Bill was ordered to 
be brought in. 

The following Bills were read a second time, and committed :—ABERAVON 
Locat Boarp; BarnstEy Locat Boarp or HEALTH; BopmMin WATER; 
Briton Ferry Gas; BromsGRove AND DroirwicH WATER; Bury Gas; 
StourBRIDGE Gas Act AMENDMENT; TRURO WATER; WALKER AND 
eee Union Gas; and the WEARDALE AND SuiLpon District 

ATER. 

The following Bills were read a first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time :—GLascow CorPoraATion WATER; KitMARNOCK WATER; CHATHAM, 
RocuestEerR, &c.,Gas; Worksop AND SHIREOAKS Gas; and the NeatH 
New Gas. 

The Standing Orders applicable to the Brecon WATER AND DRAINAGE 
Bill were reported not to have been complied with; it was, therefore, re- 
ferred to the Standing Orders Committee. 

Petitions were deposited against the ALDRINGTON, Hove, AND BRIGHTON 
Gas, from the Harbour Commissioners of New Shoreham; and the Brighton 
and Hove General Gas Company ;—against the BrigHToN AND Hove GE- 
NERAL Gas, from the Commissioners of the Harbour of New Shoreham;— 
against the CANTERBURY GAS AND WATER Bill, from the London, Chat- 
ham, and Dover Railway Company ;—against the Espw VALE, BEAUFORT, 
&c., WaTER Bill, from the London and North-Western Railway Company; 
—against the Lonpon (City) Corroration Gas Bill, from the White- 
chapel District Board of Works; Commissioners of Sewers for the Levels of 
Havering, &c.; and Trustees and Vestrymen of the parish of St. Mary, 
Whitechapel;—against the NewcasTLE AND GATESHEAD Warer Bill, 
from the Tyne Improvement Commissioners, and the Corporation of Gates- 
head ;—against the Patstey Warer Bill, from the Trustees of William 
Patrick and others; and John Weems;—against the SHerrreELD WATER 
Bill, from the South Yorkshire Railway and River Dun Company; and Man- 
chester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Railway Company; Messrs. Armitage; 
and the Trustees of the Duke of Norfolk; inst the Soura STaFFoRD- 
SHIRE Water Bill, from the Corporation of Lichfield; Feoffees and Sides- 
men of the Conduit Lands of Lichfield; and John Delane Griffith and Thomas 
Arthur Griffith;—and against the Srocxron Gas Bill, from the South 
Stockton Local Board. 





Wepyespay, Fes. 21. 

The following Bills were read a second time and committed:—BripGE 
or ALLAN WaTeER; Britisn Gas Company (STAFFORDSHIRE POTTERIES); 
RocuDALE WATER; and the WANDswoRTH AND Putney Gas. 

Gas Companies —Captain Gridley moved for an address for “ Return or 
statement from every gas company established by Act of Parliament in the 
United Kingdom, stating the several Acts of Parliament under which esta- 
blished; the rates per 1000 cubic feet at which such company or corpora- 
tion have rr gas in the years 1864 and 1865, and the average price of 
the coal used by the company in each year for the same period; stating 
the amount of fixed capital invested by each gas company, and the rate per 
cent. of dividend to the shareholders or — on their shares in each 
year (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 55, of Session 1865).” 

PAISLEY WATER Bitt.—A petition was deposited from Messrs. Simpson 
and Wakeford, praying that Standing Order 129 might be dispensed with in 
reference to the petition of “ William Connell and others.” 
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Petitions were - ted rr so Gasser a Pans ComMPANY = 
from the vestry of the parish of St. Matthew, Bethnal Green ;—against the 
Parstey WATER Bill, from William Connell’ and others j—and against the 
Sour STAFFORDSHIRE WATER Bill, from Ellen Jane Hinckley and others; 
and the Birmingham and Staffordshire Gaslight Company. 


Tuurspay, Fes. 22. 

A petition was presented, and the Brynmawr Gas Bill ordered to be 
brought in. 

The CLeeTHorPEs Gas Bill was read a first time, and ordered to be read 
a second time. 

Petitions were deposited against the ALDRINGTON, Hove, AND BRIGHTON 
Gas Bill, from the Corporation of Brighton;—against the BriaHToN AND 
Hove GENERAL Gas Bill, from the Corporation of Brighton ;—against the 
|GASLIGHT AND CoKE AND City oF Lonpon GaAsLiGHT AND CoKE Com- 
pantgs Bill, from the Corporation of London;—against the GASLIGHT AND 
Coxe Company Bill, from William White; and the Corporation of London ;— 
lagainst the Netson Loca Boarp, from Smith Smith and others :;—against 
the Sour SrarrorpsHireE WATER Bill, from brewers and malsters of 
|Burton-upon-Trent; Commissioners of Burton-upon-Trent; Corporation of 
Wolverhampton; Wolverhampton Water-Works Company; and Stourbridge 
Water-Works Company ;—an nst the WANDSWORTH AND Putney Gas 
Bill, from Mitcham and Wimbledon District Gaslight and Coke Company. 








Fripay, Fes. 23. 

A petition was presented, and the Lonpon (Crty) Corporation GAs 
Bill ordered to be brought in. 

The Brynmawr Gas Bill was read a first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time. 

Petitions were deposited against the ALDRINGTON, HovE, AND BRIGHTON 
Gas Bill, from West Hove Improvements Commissioners; Brighton Gaslight 
and Coke Company; inhabitant ratepayers of Hove and Brighton; and 
traders and others using the harbour of New Shoreham;—against the 
Bricuton AND Hove GENERAL Gas Bill, from the Mary Ingram and 
others (as devisees in trust under the will of Hugh Ingram deceased) ;— 
against the Dustin Corporation WATER Bill, from Daniel Tighe;— 
against the GASLIGHT AND CoKE AND City OF LonDON GASLIGHT AND 
Coxe Companies Bill, from the Metropolitan Board of Works; Great Cen- 
tral Gas Consumers Company; and the Commercial Gas Company;— 
against the GAsLIGuT AND CoKE Company Bill, from Trustees of the river 
Lee; Metropolitan Board of Works; Regent’s Canal Company; East London 
Water-Works Company; and the Commercial Gas Company ;—against the 
LiverPoot CorPporATION WATER Bill, from Edward Petre;—against the 
Netrson Loca Boarp Bill, from Richard Ridehalgh;—against the Souru 
STAFFORDSHIRE WATER Bill, from the Midland Railway Company;— 

inst the Truro WATER Bill, from Viscount Falmouth; Edward S. Carns 

ilson and others; Stephen Edwin Orchard; Edward Mitchell and others; 
and Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England and Bishop of Exeter;—and 
against the WEARDALE AND Suitpon Disrricr Warer Bill, from the 
Durham Water Company; river Weaver Angling Association; John Hen- 
derson and others; Corporation of Durham; Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
for England; owners, &c., of dwelling-houses in Wolsingham; warden, &c., 
of the University of Durham; and dean and chapter of Durham. 
The Bansury Gas; Newark Gas; CHILDWALL GAs; SHEFFIELD UnI- 
TED Gas; CANTERBURY GAs AND WATER; Stockton GAS; ALDRINGTON, 
Hove, AND Brieuton Gas: and the BrigHton AND Hove GENERAL GAs 
Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Mr. G. Clive (chair- 
man), Mr. Akroyd, Mr. Aytoun, and Lord Bingham, who will sit on Thurs- 
day, March 1, at twelve o'clock. 
The Wicgron Water; West MippLEsEX WATER; BrrMINGHAM WATER: 
HotyHEAD WaTER; HcppersFteLD WATER; and the Lercester WATER 
Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Mr. Weguelin 
(chairman). Sir Hedworth Williamson, Mr. De Grey, and Mr. Lamont, who 
will sit on Thursday, March 1, at twelve o'clock. 
The Netson Locat Boarp Bill was referred to a Select Committee, con- 
sisting of Mr. Baillie (chairman), Mr. Joliffe, Mr. Mackie, and Mr. Read, 
who will sit on Thursday, March 1, at twelve o'clock. 
The Dustin Corporation WATER Bill was referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, consisting of Sir W. Sirling Maxwell (chairman), Mr. E. Potter, Mr. 
Henderson, and Col. Charles Lindsay, who will sit on Tuesday, March 6, at 
twelve o'clock. 





SatTurDAY, Fes. 24. 
Dupuis Corporation Warer Bill.—A petition was deposited from 
Mason and Son, praying that Standing Order 129, in the case of the peti- 
tion of “ Daniel Tighe,” might be dispensed with. 
Petitions were deposited against the Bray ImprovEeMENT Bill, from Bray 
Improvement Commissioners :—against the BRigHToN AND Hove GENERAL 
Gas Bill, from promoters of the Aldrington, Hove, and Brighton Gas Bill; in- 
habitants, &c., of parishes and places supplied with gas by the company; 
owners, &c., of property in Cliftonville; owners of dwelling-houses, &c., in 
Hove; and West Hove Improvement Commissioners;—against the Broms- 


||GROVE AND Drorrwicu Water Bill, from Sarah Scott and others:— 


against the DunDEE WATER Bill, from the Provost, Magistrates, and Coun- 
cil of Dundee; Dame Elizabeth Scott and others; and John Farquhar Dick- 
son;—against the Guascow (City) Improvements, &c., Bill, from the 
Glasgow Gaslight Company, and the Glasgow City and Suburban Gas Com- 
'Y ;—against the Netson Locat Boarp Bill, from Sir James York Scar- 
ett, and others:—against the RocHvyALE Water Bill, from the Rochdale 
and Burnley Turnpike Roads Trustees:—against the Sour SraFForD- 
SHIRE WATER Bill, from the London and North-Western and South Staf- 
fordshire Bailway Companies:—against the Truro Warer Bill, from 
Northmore Herle Pierce Laurence and Maria his wife; and Christopher 
Henry Thomas Hawkins:—against the WALKER AND WALLSEND Union 
Gas Bill, from the Corporation of Tynemouth:—and against the Wanps- 
— AND Putney Gas Bill, from the Phoenix Gaslight and Coke 
mpany. 


Monpay, Fes. 26. 

The following Bills were read a second time, and committed :—CHATHAM, 
HESTER, &c., Gas; GLAscow CoRPORATION WATER ; HEYwoop 
Water; Kitmarnock Water; Liverroot Corporation WATER ; 
Neatu New Gas ; SLoucH, DatTcHET, AND District Gas; STOURBRIDGE 

MPROVEMENT ; and WorRKSOP AND SHIREOAKS Gas. 
The Lonpon (Crry) Corporation Gas Bill was read a first time, and 

ordered to be read a second time. 

Petitions were deposited against the BARNSLEY LocaL Boarp or HEALTH 
ill, from Barnsley Canal and Aire’and Calder Navigation Companies;— 
against the Bray Improvement Bill, from ratepayers of Bray ; Corporation 
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of Dublin, and William Henry Brownrigg ;—against the BroMsGRovE AND 
Drorrwicu Warer Bill, from Bromsgrove Local Board and Town Com- 
missioners ; Worcester and Birmingham Canal Co.; owners, &c., of water 
corn-mills on the river Salwarpe; and the Midland Railway Co. ;—against 
the Rocupate Warer Bill, from owners of small dwelling-houses within 
the limits of “The Rochdale Water-Works Act, 1847;” Edmund Kay and 
Robert Kershaw; owners, &c., of Spotland; and trustees of the Foundation 
of Nathaniel Hulton;—against the Sroursripce Gas Acr AMENDMENT 
Bill, from owners and occupiers in ae the Truro 
Water Bill, from the Cornwall Blasting Powder Co. ;—against the WALKER 
AND WALLSEND Union Gas Bill, from the Tynemouth Gas Co.;—against 
the WANDswortH AND Putyey Gas Bill, from the Brentford Gas Co.; 
William King Hopkin and John Williams; and owners, &c., of property in 
Wandsworth, &c.;—and against the WEARDALE AND SHILpon Disrricr 
Water Bill, from Bishop Auckland Local Board of Health; and owners, 
&c., of property in Bishop Auckland, &c. 





Tuespay, Fes. 27. 

Paistey Water Bill.—The Standing Orders Committee reported that in 
the case of the petition of Messrs. Simson and Wakeford, for yee 
with Standing Order 129 in the case of the petition of “ William Connell! 
and others,” the said Standing Order ought to be dispensed with. 

The CLeeTruorpres Gas Bill was read a second time, and committed. 

Curtpwat Gas Bill—Order for committing the Bill read, and dis- 
charged. Bill withdrawn. 

Petitions were deposited against the Bray Improvement Bill, from 
the Bray Pier and Harbour Company;—against the BripGe oF ALLAN 
Water Bill, from Colonel Sir James Edward Alexander; Sir William Stir- 
ling Maxwell, Bart.; John Stirling; and Lord Abercromby and Robert 
Haldane;—against the British Gas (StarrorpDsHIRE Porrerigs) Bill, 
from Hanley Gas Consumers Company ;—against the Liverroot Corpo- 
RATION Water Bill, from Sir William Henry Fielden, Bart.;—against the 
Lonpon (Crry) Corporation Gas Bill, from the vestry of the parish of" 
St. Mary, Whitechapel; Trustees of the Commercial Roads; Whitechapel 
District Board of Works; and Commissioners of Sewers for the Levels of 
Havering, &c.;—against the RocupaLe Water Bill, from the Sun Fire, and 
other fire insurance companies;—and against the WANDSWORTH AND Put- 
ney Gas Bill, from Wandsworth District Board of Works, and others; Ste- 
phenson Clarke; the Metropolitan Board of Works; inhabitants of Wands- 
worth; and vicar, churchwarden, &c., of Wandsworth. 

The CampripGe Untversiry AND Town Water; Patstey Water; 
SHEFFIELD WaTeR; Espw VALE. Beaurort, &c., WATER; NEWCASTLE |, 
AND GATESHEAD WATER; SoutH STAFFORDSHIRE WATER; BROMSGROVE 
AnD Drorrwicw WATER; and the Truro WATER Bills, were referred to 
a Select Committee, consisting of Mr. Marsh (chairman), Mr. Hodgkinson, 
Mr. Mitford, and Viscount Holmesdale, who will sit on Wednesday, March 7, 
at twelve o'clock. 





WEDNESDAY, Fes. 28. 
The BrynmMAwre Gas Bill was read a second time, and committed. 
A petition was deposited against the Liverroot CorPporRATION WATER 
Bill, from William Standish Carr Standish, and John Park and others. 


Tuurspay, Marcu 1. 

The Cerny AcrREFAIR AND Ruosymepre Warer Bill was reported; 
report to lie upon the table. 

Petitions were deposited against the Lrverroot Corporation WATER 
Bill, from Sir Henry de Hoghton, Bart., and John William Crompton ;— 
against the Lonpon ee ORPORATION GaAs Bill, from the London and 
St. Katherine Docks Company :—against the Neata New Gas Bill, from 
the Neath Gaslight and Coke Company, and others; and from the Briton 
Ferry Gas and Coke Consumers Company;—and against the Stoueu, 
Datcuet, AND Disrrict Gas Bill, from the Slough Gas and Coke Com- 
pany; and from the Earl of Harewood, and others. 


Frimay, Marca 2, 

The Standing Orders Committee reported:—“ That in the case of the 
PETERBOROUGH WATER petition, the Standing Orders ought to be dispensed 
with; that the parties be permitted to proceed with their Bill” 

That in the case of the Dustin Corporation Water Bill, the petition 
of Messrs. Mason and Son, for dispensing with Standing Order 129 in the 
case of the petition of Daniel Tighe against the Bill, the said Standing Order 
—_— not to be dispensed with. 

ETERBOROUGH WATER Bill.—Report from Select Committee on Standing 
Orders read; Bill ordered to be brought in. 

Petitions were presented, and the Greenock. WATER and GREENOCK 
AnD SHaws Water Bills were ordered to be brought in. 

Petitions were deposited against the GLascow CorPoRATION WATER 
Bill, from John Bartholomew and Co., and others; from William Miller and 
Sons, and John Stevenson Miller; and from Messrs. Muir, Brown, and Co.; 
—against the Kitmarnock Water Bill, from the Commissioners of Police 
and inhabitants of Kilmarnock; and from proprietors, merchants, and 
others of Kilmarnock;—and against the Worksop AND SuirEoAKs Gas 
Billf from the Worksop Local Board of Health; from the Worksop Gas 
Company; and from inhabitants of Worksop. 

Saturpay, Marca 3. 

Petitions were deposited against the CuatHam, Rocnester, &c. Gas 
Bill, from the Rochester, Chatham, and Stroud Gaslight Company; from 
Martha Lomas and others; from owners, &c., in Rochester and other places: 
and from the Corporation of Rochester;—against the GLAscow Corrora- 
tion WATER Bill, from owners and occupiers of factories on the Clyde; 
from Wm. M‘Lean and Son; and from Henry Monteith and Co.; and 
against the Lonpon (City) Corporation Gas Bill, from the River 
Lee Trustees. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuurspay, Marcu 1. 
(Before the Duke of Buckincuam, Chairman; Earl Devamere, Earl 
Ducts, Earl Somers, and Lord WHARNCLIFFE.) 
ALLIANCE AND DUBLIN CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 

Mr. Burke, Q.C., Mr. Correy, Q.C., Mr. Norwoop, and Mr. Joun Gray, 
ap for the promoters; and Mr. O'Hara appeared for the corporatiou 
of Dublin, who had petitioned against the bill. 

Mr. Burke said he had the honour to appear, with his learned friends, 
in support of this bill, the object of which was the amalgamation and in- 
pos eng of the several companies at present lighting the city of Dublin 
and the surrounding neighbourhood. The city of Dublin was now sup- 
plied with gas by no less than three companies, one called the Alliance and 
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Dublin Consumers Gas Company, another called the United General Gas 
Company, and a third called the Commercial Gas Company of Ireland, 
Limited. The main object sought to be accomplished by this bill was to 
combine these three companies in one, and to vest in that company the 





gas legislation. 
such a union, for it must strike their lordships at once that where there 
were two or three companies competing in the same locality, the constant 
‘breaking up of the streets for the purpose of laying down pipes and search- 
ing for escapes was attended with the greatest possible inconvenience to 
the public, while the laying of duplicate mains and pipes in juxtaposition 


increased burden on the public. So strongly had this been felt to be the 
case that modern legislation had all tended in the direction of sanctioning 
the lighting of large towns by one company, and placing that one company 
under suitable restrictions with reference to price, illuminating power, and 


He believed, in this case, the committee would not be troubled at any great 
length, there being only one petition against the bill, and that petition 


of raising some points of objection with reference to clauses. Indeed, the 


and he might state that the object of the promoters had met with universal 
favour in the locality. A petition signed by nearly 3000 of the largest 
consumers in Dublin, representing a rental of upwards of £60,000 a year, and 
including the proprietors of the principal hotel, the distillery, the Bank of 
Ireland, and the commissioners of the various localities supplied with gas, 
had been presented in favour of the bill. The only petition against the 
| bill was, as he had said, from the corporation of Dublin, who, he believed, 
were seeking to introduce into the bill some few clauses which they 
thought beneficial for themselves; but they did not seem to object to the 
main principle of the bill, which was the amalgamation of the three com- 
nies. Having said thus much, it now became necessary that the com- 
mittee should know something of the position of these companies and Low 
it happened that they sought to be amalgamated. The Alliance and Dub- 
lin Consumers Gas Company was established in 1845, under a deed of 
settlement, but in 1847 they became incorporated with powers to light the 
district called the Dublin Police District. Their capital was limited to 
£190,000, and at that time, gas matters not being so well understood as at 
present, there was a provision in their Act prohibiting them from buying 
up any other company, competition being then regarded as the best thing 
in the interests of the public. The United General Gas Company, which 
was another of the companies now proposed to be incorporated, was esta- 


They were incorporated by Royal Charter for the purpose not of 
lighting one particular locality, but having a sort of roving power 
to light various places, both in England and Ireland, and their capital 
was £500,000. At that time the decisions of the courts of law had not 
been given with reference to the powers of a company without an Act of 
Parliament breaking up the streets for the purpose of laying down their 
pipes. Some few years ago, however, that question was raised in the case 
of the town of Sheffield, where a company, without parliamentary powers, 


Upon hearing the case the court decided, and that decision had been followed 
by others, that it was not lawful for them to doso, The consequence was 


liament to obtain an Act of Incorporation, and many companies previously 


United General, had found it necessary to seek for similar powers, in addi- 
tion to those they already possessed. Up to the present time, however, the 


their operations under their charter, lighting several towns, among others 
Cork, Plymouth, Dublin, and Limerick. The committee had had referred 
to them two other bills relating to this company, the object of one of them 
being to enable the company to carry out the arrangements with the Alli- 
ance Company, and the other relating to the lighting of the town of Lime- 
rick, and he (Mr, Burke), in opening this case, could hardly help alluding 
to some extent to those two bills. The United General Company, established 
in 1830, with the large capital of £500,000, bought up several companies 
which were already established under Acts of Parliament in Dublin, viz., 
“The Dublin Gaslight Company,” “The Hibernian Gaslight Company,” 
and “The Dublin Oil Gaslight Company,” afterwards called “ The Dublin 
New Gas and Coke Company.” They had been going on lighting Dublin to 
a great extent with gas under the assumed powers of the Acts of these 
several companies, though they themselves existed only as the United 
General Gas Company, under the charter to which he had referred. But 
he was bound to admit that there was some doubt as to the legality of this 
——— and therefore it was that in the last session of Parliament the 

nited General Company came before the Legislature with a bill to regulate 
their operations, to define their capital, and to obtain the ordinary parlia- 
mentary regulations. That bill, for reasons which he would presently state 
to their lordships, was not successful, and the company were now seeking 
to amalgamate their undertaking in Dublin with the Alliance Company. 
The other company proposed to be amalgamated was “ The Commercial Gas 
Company of Ireland,” which existed only under a deed. It was entirely a 
recently established company, and was formed by the consumers of gas in 
Dublin with a capital of £100,000, and the object proposed by the promoters 
a the supply of gas to the city of Dublin, Kingstown, Bray, and other 
places. \s 

The Cuatrrman: Do I understand you that they have no works? 


Mr. Burke said they bad purchased some small works, but not im 
Dublin. The works of the Alliance Company were in Dublin; the United 
| General oy had works at Dublin, Kingstown, and Bray ; and the 

Commercial Company had works at Dundrum and at Kingstown. The last- 
named company had also acquired a suitable plot of land in Dublin, near 
jjto the shore of the river, for the erection of works there, which works 
| would become vested and would be available by the amalgamated company 

for the construction of works in the city. The paid-up capital of the 
}| Alliance Company amounted to £152,000, and they had borrowed on bond 
the sum of £18,000. The United General Company had a paid-up capital 
of £450,000, but the whole of that sum was not applicable to the supply of 
Dublin alone. In the last session, when they came before Parliament for 
incorporation and to define their capital, they claimed to have expended in 
| Dublin £425,000, and talked of capitalizing that sum as the Dublin capital. 
But it was urged against them that they had expended too much money in 
buying up the various companies which they had acquired ; and in the 
course of the inquiry before the committee presided over by the Marquis of 
Sligo, his lordship intimated that the committee would not be willing to fix 
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various works, mains, and plant of the other two, and to place the amal- | 
gamated company so incorporated under the provisions of ordinary modern | 
e need hardly dwell upon the advantages resulting from | 


involved the outlay of an unnecessary amount of YT and imposed an | 


the obligation to supply all persons requiring to become consumers of gas. | 


being directed not against the principle of the measure, but with the view , 


petition of the corporation of Dublin hardly touched the preamble at all, | 


blished in 1830, and they had never had an Act of Parliament at all. | 


sought to break up the streets, and were opposed by another company. | 
that almost all gas companies subsequently established had to come to Par- | 
established under deeds of settlement and charter, in the same way as the | 


United General had never had an Act of Parliament, but had carried on | absolutely at the mercy of the cannel coal proprietors. 
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the capital at a higher sum than £315,000 for the Dublin undertaking By 
the present bill it was proposed to limit this capital to £300,000. The capita] 
which the Commercial ’, sates were authorized by their deed to raise 
was £100,000, and they had called up £50,000. It was proposed by this bill to | 
annul the deeds of the Alliance and United General Companies, as well as! 
the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Commercial Company, 
and to form, by the amalgamation of the Alliance and Commercial Com.|| 
panies, a new company, to be called the Alliance and Dublin Consumers | 
Gas Company, which should be authorized to acquire the gas-works at'| 
Dublin, Kingstown, and Bray, of the United General Company. The capital || 





| proposed for the newly incorporated company was £190,000 in respect of | 
| the capital of the Alliance Company, £100,000 in respect of the capital of || 


the Commercial Company, and £300,000 as representing part of the capital | 
of the United General Company, although in the evidence given in Parlia. | 
ment last year it was proved that £315,000 had been fairly expended by 
that company in the supply of gas to Dublin. In addition to the sums) 
he had mentioned, there would be the amount, if any, of the mortgage| 
debt of the company from time to time converted into shares, and t ere || 
would be borrowing powers to the extent of one-fourth of the capital. The 
amalgamated company did not propose to take any compulsory powers to || 
urcbase land, but they asked for permissive power to acquire 20 acres, not | 
or the purpose of erecting works thereon which ~— prove @ nuisance to | 
the public of Dublin, but for storeage purposes. The committee were, of | 
course, aware that gas companies required land, not only for the purpose || 
of erecting manufacturing works, but also for the erection of gasholders, | 
which were essential to the proper distribution of gas to their consumers, | 
By this Act they also placed themselves under the ordinary restrictions in- || 
troduced into modern Acts of Parliament, one of the most important of | 
which was the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, which was promoted at the in-|! 
stance of the several vestries and local boards in London. Previous to that 
time the various metropolitan companies, who had been competing, found 
that this competition, with its needless outlay, was alike detrimental to the 
public interests and to the interests of their own pockets, and they deter- 
mined to allocate amongst themselves the separate districts, and to refrain 
from further competition with each other. This raised a considerable || 
amount of opposition on the part of the local authorities, although they || 
concurred in the opinion that it was inexpedient to have competition. || 
They held large meetings on the subject, and he (Mr. Burke) on one occa-|| 
sion attended a deputation which waited upon the Home Secretary in re- |! 
ference to it. It was arranged, however, that only one company should || 
supply in any given district, and the vestries originated a bill for the pur- 
pose of regulating the proceedings of these companies, under which bill || 
various restrictions were imposed upon them, oue of which was that it | 
should be obligatory upon them to supply gas to any person when called || 
upon to do so. Formerly there was no such obligation; now they were || 
compelled to do it. The vestries had also the power to compel the compa- | 
nies to lay down pipes for the supply of the public lamps; and the price, || 
purity, and yer rey power of the gas, were strictly defined. This Act |; 
had become the basis of modern gas legislation, and the company now before 
the committee placed themselves under the principal provisions of that || 
Statute. At all events, they bound themselves to a compulsory supply, | 
and they had conceded a price which, it appeared to him, having some 
knowledge of gas matters, was ridiculously small, for they had agreed to | 
supply 16-candle gas at the rate of 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet. The stan- | 
dard in London was 12 candles, and it was well known that ordinary gas || 
coal obtained from the Durham coal-fields and elsewhere would not yield 
above 12 or 13 candle gas. It was utterly impossible to make 16-candle| 
gas from it, unless the company introduced into the manufacture a con- | 
siderable amount of cannel coal. The cannel coal-field was extremely || 
limited, and was in the hands of a few individuals. He did not hesitate to); 
say that if other companies adopted this standard, they would hereafter be || 
The Wigan and || 
Welsh cannel fields were the only sources of supply in England, and there | 
were one or two in Scotland; and if the demand for cannel increased || 
to any great extent, the gas companies would be at the mercy of the pro- || 
prietors, to charge what they pleased, so that it would be utterly impossible || 
for them to supply 16-candle gas at 4s. 6d., and it was difficult to see what || 
would be their position in future years. However, the promoters had con-| 
ceded the point, and therefore the inhabitants of Dublin had obtained gas || 
of this high illuminating power at about the lowest price for which it could || 
be sold. There was in the bill a contingeut possible increase in price. By|) 
the 69th clause it was provided, “ That it shall be lawful for the company, || 
after previous communication with the corporation of the city of Dublin, if! 
there should be at any time such increase in the cost of gas or other cir-|' 
cumstances which may:warrant an increase in the charge of gas to increase || 
such charge to any extent not exceeding 6d for every 1000 cubic feet;” so i 
that it might possibly happen hereafter, if there should be any large in-|) 
crease in the demand for cannel coal or the cost of freight, to increase the || 
charge for gas to 5s. per 1000 feet. These were the principal objects of the 
bill, and the only petition against it was that of the corporation of Dublin. 
He found, on looking at that petition, that they raised an objection to the || 
preamble, and they said the bill did not contain proper clauses with refer- 
ence to the supply of gas to the public lamps. They wished the public 
lamps to be supplied for alltime to come at 25 per cent. below the charge 
made to private consumers. He (Mr. Burke) did not know upon what 
principle the corporation based their application, but he knew that in some 
committees presided over by gentlemen in the House of Commons who 
were well conversant with the question, it had been absolutely declared that 
there should be a prohibition against the supply of gas to the public lamps) 
at a less price than that charged to private consumers, and for this simple 
reason, that it was conferring a benefit upon the ratepayers at the expense 
of the individual consumers of gas. ‘The provision of the Gas-Works 
Clauses Act, 1847, which governed all gas companies, was this, that when- 
ever companies could pay a 10 per cent. dividend and lay by a certain sum 
for a reserve-fund, they were bound to reduce the price of gas, and therefore 
private consumers were interested in the companies obtaining their maxi- 
mum dividend at the earliest possible period. But if they were obliged 
to supply the public lamps at a considerably less price, although no 
doubt it was a benefit to the ratepayers, the large private consumers of 
gas, who had a comparatively small interest in the rates, were the losers, 
and if the charge to the public lights was unduly reduced the charge 
to private consumers was unduly raised, although in every application for 
a bill there was a struggle on the part of corporations and local authorities 
to secure such a reduction in the interests of the ratepayers. By 
the present bill it was proposed that the charge for the public lamps 
should be the lowest rate at which private consumers were supplied, 
or if that was not the case all he could say was, that the promoters 
were perfectly willing to concede the provision contained in the 
Metropolis Gas Act. The petition of the corporation went on to 
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state that they ought to have their own testing apparatus, and also 
that the joes A ought to supply gas of a higher illuminating power. 
He had already stated that it was higher than was supplied in London, 
and it was in fact as large as the corporation had a right to expect, 
put it appeared that they dreamt of an illuminating power equal 
to 20 candles. They petitioned against the United General Company’s 
pill on much the same ground. That bill had two objects in view; 
it was partly to enable the company to amalgamate their undertaking, 
and ly to enable them to carry on their operations should Parliament 
not think fit to grant amalgamating power. That bill was deposited before 
the terms of arrangement had been come to between the two companies, 
an| it was uncertain at the time the bill was lodged that this object would 
be carried out. Since that period the negotiations had been completed, 
and it was now determined, should their lordships agree to the preamble of 
the bill before them, to strike out all the clauses in the United General 
Company’s bill, except such as would give effect to the amalgamation, so 
that nearly the whole of the opposition of the corporation to that bill fell to 
the ground. The corporation, in their petition, alluded to the defeat of the 
company last session. That defeat arose from a great variety of circum- 
stances. The pomaeny, being without an Act, came before Parliament last 
session to obtain the ordinary statutory powers, and at that time the new 
company, which he (Mr. Burke) had already referred to as the Commercial 
Company, had just come into existence, fostered and encouraged by the 
corporation of Dublin themselves. He believed that many members of the 
corporation were members of that body, and were greatly interested in 
starting the Consumers Company, and were therefore hostile to the United 
General. They sought at first to buy up that company, and, having failed, 
they opposed the application to Parliament. The Commercial Company 
themselves brought in a bill, but were defeated upon Standing Orders, and 
they then appeared as opponents to the United General, and Mr. O'Malley 
wound up his address to the committee by requesting that they would not 
adjudicate upon the bill at that time, for, inasmuch as the Commercial 
Company had lost their bill, it would be well to postpone legislation till 
another session, when the whole question would come before Parliament 
again. The committee adopted the suggestion, and the wisdom of that 
course was shown in the fact that the companies had now come forward 
with a bill which was universally assented to in Dublin, with the exception 
only of the corporation of that city. It now became necessary to inform | 
their lordships how this bill came before them. The United General Com- | 
pany had been for many years past supplying the public lamps in Dublin | 
under a contract with the corporation. That contract expired by effiux of | 
time in 1865, but it was renewed for two years longer. The corporation, | 
finding themselves nearly at the end of their contract, advertised for tenders | 
by each of the three companies. They sought to get what they now asked | 
for—viz., 20-candle gas; but when all the companies refused to supply it 
they could not do it, in point of fact), and tendered for only 16-candle gas, 
e tender of the Alliance Company was accepted, at the very low figure of 
3s. 1id. per 1000 cubic feet, they finding everything except the lighting and 
cleaning of the lamps. Having obtained this contract for a period of ten 
years, which was the longest time for which a corporation could enter inta 
a contract, the Alliance Company found themselves under the necessity of 
laying out no less than £63,000 before they could enter upon it, for the 
United General Company, having heretofore had the supply of the public 
lights, were in possession of the mains, lamps, and lamp-posts. It would 
therefore be necessary for the Alliance Company to come to Parliament for 
power to raise additional capital. Under these circumstances, an overture | 
was made by the Commercial Company, who said—“ We have only £50,000 
of our capital paid up, and we have power to raise a further sum o £50,000. 
We have works at Kingstown and Dundrum: take us with our capital, in- 
stead of going to Parliament to raise capital yourselves.” This pro 
was obviously so great a saving that the Alliance Company agreed to do so, 
and hence a bargain was made to that effect, and they now came to Par- 
liament to sanction it. The Commercial Company originated very much 
with the corporation, therefore the proposition might be said to have 
emanated really and truly from persons connected with that body. This 
having been done, it was thought very desirable to obtain possession also of 
the property of the United General Company, who were, as he had stated, 
the owners of the mains, pipes, posts, and ae already lighted, and an 
agreement to that effect had been entered into, the result which would 
be to transfer all the works and property of the United General Company 
to the amalgamated company for the sum of £300,000. Of course the pro- 
moters would be prepared with evidence to show that this was a moderate 
sum, and it should be remembered that the committee last year came to 
the conclusion that £315,000 was the fair amount to allocate to the United 
General for their works in Dublin. It was an obvious advantage to the 
community of Dublin that this arrangement should be made, for, in the 
first-place, competition in the supply of gas was mere nonsense, inasmuch 
as competing companies could at any time combine with each other, and if 
they found that by competition they were ruining each other, the natural 
consequence was that they would combine. In the second place, where | 
competition existed there was necessarily dividend to be paid upon two 
capitals instead of upon one; and in the third place, there was a needless 
duplication of mains, the laying and —— of which caused so much in- 
convenience to the public. As he had stated before, the legal position of 
the amalgamated company would be that as soon as they attained a 10 per 
cent. dividend they must reduce the price of their gas; but if unnecessary 
capital was introduced it would delay the period at which such reduction 
could be made. It was obviously to the interest of the public that economy 
should be observed in the manufacture and supply of gas; the cheaper the 
outlay, the sooner must come the time when the reduction of price would 
be effected. And the public were still more interested in the question of 
the breaking up of the streets. That was a question which came home to 
everybody. Not one of their lordships but knew the nuisance that in 
former times arose from the constant blockade of the streets of London 
through the taking up of the pavements to relay the mains of gas and 
water companies; and it was c that when the mains of two or three 
companies lay in juxtaposition, and there was great difficulty in ascertain- 
ing from which an escape of gas had taken place, this nuisance must be 
very much increased. Then that economy was promoted by the supply of 
bee in the hands of one company was evident, not only from the 
| diminution in the amount of capital required, but also in the fact that one 
staff of officers was alone required. The Alliance Company, for which he 
had the honour now to appear, had been to a certain degree a prosperous 
company, and they had gradually arrived to the position of being able to 
pay 9.per cent. dividend. The United General had been anything but a 
Prosperous company; they had never approached to anything like 
the position of the Alliance Company in respect of dividend; and 
the Commercial Company had as yet paid nothing. The works of 
) all these companies were all extremely well situated for the manu- 




















facture and supply of gas. The works of the Alliance and the United 
General Gas Companies were in juxtaposition, there being only a wall be- 
tween them, so that an absolute amalgamation could easily be effected. 
Experience,had shown in other cases the advantages of amalgamations. In 
reference to London, he remarked that before the allocation of separate 
districts, the price of gas was considerably higher than at present. He him- 
self recollected the time when it was charged as much as 9s. per 1000 cubic 
feet. Before the Metropolis Bill of 1860 was passed, it had been reduced to 
5s. By that Act the maximum price was fixed at 4s. 6d. for gas of 12 
candles illuminating power. And here he might inform their fordshipa 
that when the limitation was 12 or 16 candles, practically the result was to 
ensure the public a much higher illuminating power, because it was utterly 
impossible for any gas company so to manufacture gas as to give exactly 
the prescribed amount; they mnst always work above the standard, so as 
to ensure themselves against penalties. The consequence was that, though 
in the Metropolis Gas Act the standard was 12 sperm candles, the consumers 
really got, as every engineer would tell the committee, at least 13-candle 
gas. Soin Dublin, if the standard were fixed at 16 candles, the consumers 
would be certain to get at least 17-candle gas. In the metropolis the com- 
panies, although since 1860 they had given this increased illuminating 
power, had been able, by the greater economy which became possible in 
the cessation of competition, to pay their 10 per cent. dividends, and still 
further to reduce the price of gas. There was hardly one company in the 
metropolis which now charged more than 4s.,and some were charging even 
less than that. In Liverpool, some years ago, there were two companies 
supplying gas in competition, and a third company came into the field, and 
sought for parliamentary powers. After a long inquiry,a committee of the 
House of Commons said to the two old companies, “If you combine, and 
sell gas at 4s. per 1000 cubic feet, we will throw out the bill of the new 
company.” They did so, and now the price of .gas at Liverpool was only 
3s. 2d. This was the result arising from the supply of gas by a company 
not exposed to the expense incident to competition. He would now close 
his remarks by apologizing for having troubled the committee at such 
length, inasmuch as there was really no opposition to the preamble; but, 
having stated the case on this bill so fully, he should be able probably to 
spare them the necessity of hearing any remarks from him when they came 
to deal with the second bill referred to their lordships. He would now give 
some evidence, but not more than was absolutely necessary to prove for- 
mally the facts stated in the preamble. 

Mr. O'Hara said he appeared for the corporation of Dublin, who were 
desirous to have the union of these companies conducted in such a manner 
that the interests of the public which they represented might receive ade- 
quate protection. To that end, he was instructed to apply for the insertion 
of certain restrictive clauses; and if the promoters of the bill were disposed 
to grant those clauses, and restrict the powers of the company in the man- 
ner the corporation thought necessary, they would offer no opposition to 
the preamble. 

The Cuatrman: Have you tendered clauses? 

Mr. O’Hara: We are in this yop that the filled-up bill was only 
handed to our parliamentary aggpts half an hour before you sat. 

The CuHarrman: That is the second bill? 

Mr. O’Hara: Yes, the second bill; but they propose, I am told, by 
agreement to buy up all the concerns of the United General and the other 
company; and the second bill is merely a bill to enable the United General 
to sell their undertaking. We,on the part of the corporation, do not object 
to that transfer if your lordships will regulate it to this extent—that the 
Alliance Company shall be prevented from supplying gas on an other 


| terms as to price and from erecting gas-works at any place other than on 


the gas lands as defined by the original bill, and that they be subject to 


| the same regulations as were put in the bill of the Alliance Company. On 


those conditions, we have no objection. With reference to the bill imme~- 
diately before your lordships, we have these suggestions to offer; and 
although it is a question of clauses, it applies to the whole measure, and it 
would be impossible to let the bill pass without some such restrictions. 

The CHArRMAN: Have those clauses been handed to the parliamentary 
agents on the other side? 

Mr. O'Hara: No; and for the same reason that the bill has only just 
been handed to us. 

Mr. Burke: The principal one is as to the price of gas to the public lamps. 

Mr. O’Hara: I can tell you the principal. As Mr. Burke stated, there is 
a contract existing between the corporation and the Alliance Company for 
10 years. At the end of 10 years, all the plant, or rather all the public 
lamps, will belong tothe Alliance Company and we ask you to insert aclause 
defining the terms upon which we may purchase those lamps and fittings, 
or that at the end of the contract they shall be compelled to supply us 
with gas at a price. We want it to be settled that they shall sell the lamps 
and fittings at a valuation, and in case of difference, that it shall be settled 
by the engineer of the corporation of Dublin. 

The Cuarrman: When did you get the filled-up bill? 

Mr. O'Hara; This morning, just before you met. 

Mr. Burke: There is nothing in the bill which at all interferes with this 


— of yours. 
he CHarrmAn; If they have only just received the bill they cannot 
— it is not improbable that you and the other gentlemen can agree 
to clauses. 

Mr, Burke: I should like to see their clauses; I really do not know 
what they are. : 

The Caarrman: I do not think you can complain about their not having 
their clauses prepared, as they have not seen the bill. 

Mr. Burke: The principle of the bill is not affected by the amendments. 

The Cuarrman: It would be a very good thing if there was a Standing 
Order requiring that filled-up bills should be deposited two days before the 
committee meet. I think, if you were to consider the clauses, you would 
probably agree upon them in five minutes. (To Mr. O’Hara:) Have you 
ony ee drawn up? 

r. O'Hara: No. 

Mr. Burke: What do you want? ees 

Mr. O'Hara: We want that, at the expiration of the contract, you shall 
supply gas to the public lamps at a price to be agreed upon, and that you 
should limit yourselves not to erect gas-works except on your present 
lands. 

Mr. Burke: We do that. 

Mr. O'Hara: The corporation are not satisfied with the clause in its 

nt form. They think that, at the expiration of the contract, you 

should continue to supply the public lamps of the city, and that the price 
should be 25 per cent. below the price charged to the private consumers. 

Mr. Burke: You have already asked that it should be arbitrated upon. 

Mr. O'Hara: No, that was for the lamps and fittings. This is in refer- 
ence to the price of gas supplied to the lamps. 
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Mr. Burke: To that proposition I give a distinct negative. 

The Cuarrman: Is there any other clause? 

Mr. O'Hara: Yes; with reference to the mode of testing. They propose 
a system which we think is not satisfactory, and we ask for another. 

he Cuarrman: Are those all the points? 

Mr. O'Hara: Yes. 

The Cuarrman: The principal difference between you is as to the price 
to be charged for the public lamps at the expiration of the contract. 

Mr. O'Hara: Yes. 

The Cuarmman: The promoters had better now go on and prove by wit- 
nesses the preamble. 


Mr. John Stevenson, examined by Mr. Corrry. 

I am secretary to the Alliance Gas Company. I became connected with 
the company on its establishment in 1845. Their subscribed capital was 
£190,000, and the paid-up capital £152,000. The price of gas in Dublin, in 
1845, immediately before the issue of the prospectus of this company, was 
10s., and on the formation of the company it was reduced to 7s. 6d. In 
1847 it was reduced to 6s. 8d.; in 1848, to 5s. 10d.; in 1853, to 5s.; in 1854 
it was increased to 5s, 10d., in consequence of an increase in the charge for 
freight, but immediately upon the reduction of freights, it was again charged 
5s. In 1859 it was reduced to 4s. 9d., and that price continued till 1864, 
when it was reduced to 4s. 6d., which is the present price. We commenced 
operations in 1847 with 1417 consumers, which number has gradually in- 
creased. In the following year it was 1780, then 2046, then 2241, and so 
on, increasing year by year, till, in 1864, it had reached 4710, and last year 
it was 4848. The dividends of the company have increased from 3s. 6d. per 
share in 1846, till 1864, when it amounted to 14s. per share. The quantity 
of gas issued has progressively increased since 1846, when it was 29,121,000, 
to 1864, when it was 256,348,400 cubic feet. The quantity of gas made per 
ton of coals in 1846 was 9200 cubic feet, and in 1864 it was 10,120 cubic 
feet. The average dividend paid has been about 64 or 63 per cent. The 
gas-rental in 1846 was £8958 17s. 6d.,in 1864 it was £45,948 1s. 2d., and 
for half of the year 1865 it was £21,316 8s. 2d. The amount paid in divi- 
dends in 1846 was £2498 15s., which has gone on progressively increasing 
till 1864, when it was £13,300, and for the first half of 1865, £6650. There 
were two gas companies in Dublin when ours came into existence—the 
‘United General and the Alliance. Our company started as a consumers 
company, and purchased the works of the Alliance Company. We light the 
ttownships of Rathmines and Pembroke. The mains in Dublin extend over 
70 miles, and in Rathmines and Pembroke about 30 miles. About 50 or 60 
miles additional of mains are required for the public lights in Dublin, before 
we Can carry out our contract with the corporation. I have not estimated 
the cost of supplying such mains if we had to buy them ourselves; probably 
it would be £50,000 or £60,000. It is proposed to transfer the mains of the 
United General Company to us. I am very well acquainted with the city 
of Dublin. It is self-evident that it is desirable to have as little breaking 


up of the streets as possible. The effect of the transfer of these mains to 


us would be to prevent the necessity for interfering with the thoroughfares 
of the city. Our works are situated on Sir Jahn Rogerson’s Quay, and the 
works of the United General Company are divided from ours only by a narrow 
lane, a part only of which is a public thoroughfare. I have examined the 
works of the United General Company, and am prepared to say there is no 


difficulty in amalgamating them with ours. In my judgment it is a matter 


of economy and will be of advantage to the public and the corporation that 
the gas supply should be in the hands of one company, controlled by one 
board of directors, and conducted by one staff of officers. I consider that I 
should be able to economize the manufacture of gas and of products by this 
means, and that the ultimate result under the operation of the Gas Clauses 
Act will be to reduce the price of gas to the public. Our mains go entirely 
through Rathmines and partly through Pembroke. There are public com- 
missioners in each of these townships. They have petitioned, under their 





common seal, in favour of this amalgamation. Lord Herbert is the owner 
in fee of the land at Pembroke, and he is the chairman of the commissioners. 
Ido not know myself that the directors of the Bank of Ireland have favour- 
ably considered this project; there is a petition from them in support of it. 
I am not aware of any petition against the bill except that of the corpora- 
tion of Dublin. The project was well known in Dublin; it was advertised 
and brought under the attention of the citizens. I believe the general 
feeling is in favour of it. : 
The witness was not cross-examined. 
Thomas G. Barlow, Esq., examined by Mr. Norwoop. ; 
I am a civil engineer, residing in London. I have been connected with 
-works for the last 35 years, and have had considerable experience in all 

matters connected with the supply of gas. I am acquainted with the city 
of Dublin. I have known it for nearly 40 years. My father was the 
engineer of and constructed the original gas-works there about the year 
4822. I have been called in to examine the works of the Aliiance Gas 
Company, and during the last two or three years to advise them gene- 
rally with regard to their position and the improvements that were necessary. 
I have also inspected the works of the United General Company, which is 
called the Hibernian Company in Dublin. I gave evidence last session 
before a committee of this House upon the bill of that company. I under- 
stand that I have been appointed by the Alliance Company one of the 
arbitrators to determine the structural value of the works and plant of the 
United General Company, and also the value of their floating assets. The 
other arbitrator is Mr. Hawksley. I understand that the minimum value is 
to be £240,000, and the maximum £270,000. The floating assets are to be 
taken at their money value. I am aware that the limit of capital fixed in 
the bill as applicable to these works is £300,000. When giving evidence 
before the committee last session, I roughly estimated the property of the 
United General Company, including the works at Kingstown and Bray, at 
£315,000. The engineer of that company fixed the value of the plant in 
Dublin at £261,941. That is the item we have now to value. a 

Mr. Norwoop: Is it your opinion that the margin between the minimum 
and the maximum sum allowed is sufficient to ensure that the works of the 
Hibernian Company shall be taken at a fair and proper valuation? 

Witness: 1 must speak with some reserve on that point, inasmuch as I 
am one of the arbitrators, but I may say I think it is. The £300,000 fixed 
in the bill as representing the capital of the United General Company is a 
very fair sum. ie : 

Examination continued: I think the proposed amalgamation isa decidedly 
judicious measure, and I have no doubt it will ultimately lead, under the 

rovisions of the General Act, to a reduction in price through the economy 

it will be the means of effecting in the production and distribution of gas. 
|Similar results have taken place at several towns in England, amongst 
others Liverpool, Bristol, Sunderland, Chester, &c. In Liverpool the result 
has been to reduce the price from 4s. 6d. to 3s. 2d.; in Bristol, from 4s. 6d. 
to 3s. 9d.; in Sunderland, from 4s. 6d. to 3s. 3d.; and at Chester, from 
4s. 6d. to 4s. From my inspection of both the works at Dublin, I am able 











to say that they occupy the best sites in the city for the reception of coal, 
the manufacture of gas, and the delivery of coke. I have heard the evi- 
dence of Mr. Stevenson, and agree with him as to the economy which the 
amalgamation will render possible in the management of the works. By 
simply tunnelling under the lane which separates the two they can be put 
in complete connexion. The economy which it will effect in the capital 
will be this:—The Alliance Company must at once expend £65,000 to 
enable them to carry out their contract with the corporation, the 
greater portion of which will be saved if the amalgamation takes place. 
They will be in possession directly of the works of the Hibernian Company. 
The greatest economy will be in the mains and Iamp-posts. The Alliance 
Company are now expending £9000 upon their works under my direction. 
That was determined on before the contract was entered into, or shortly 
afterwards; but that is a necessary outlay. The works were barely ade- 
quite to suppy the existing demand, and about eighteen months ago I ad- 
vised the directors to enlarge them in some points. With these and some 
further apna they are capable of supplying the public lamps. The 
company will require more land in a few years. With the addition of the 
site of the Hibernian Company they will have sufficient for several years. 
I should think with that land they will have the means of producing all the 
land required for the next seven years; whether it would carry them be- 
yond that I do not know. I have had a diagram prepared representing the | 
increase in the consumption of gas in Dublin year by year from 1846 to the | 
present time. [Diagram handed to the chairman.] As soon as the sites of | 
these two works are exhausted, it will be necessary either to obtain addi- 
tional land in the vicinity or to obtain an entirely new site. I should prefer 
a new site on the other side of the river. If the amalgamation proposed 
takes place, the land which the Commercial Company have obtained will 
be available for the additional works required as the consumption of gas in- 

creases. I have not seen the works of the Commercial Company. They 

are in the neighbourhood of the original Dublin Gas-Works. If the amal- 

gamation with the United General Company does not take place, the capital 

of the Alliance Company united with the Commercial Company would not 

be sufficient to meet the necessary expenditure without resorting to their 

borrowing powers. Their combined borrowing powers are £133,500, and 

the whole expenditure necessary if they work together without the United 

General Company would exceed that. I estimate that the Alliance Com- 

pany will have to expend £153,000 in the purchase of the Commercial 

Company’s works, and for lighting the outlying districts £3000. They have 

only power to call up about £38,000 of thetr own capital, and £50,000 

of the Commercial Company’s. The latter company only light a small 

district to the south of Dublin. If the amalgamation proposed by the bill 

takes place, the Alliance Company will have an available capital applicable 

to future extensions of £105,000, after paying for the purchase of tle United 

General Company’s works. The average annual increase in the quantity 
of gas supplied in Dublin during the last ten years is as much as 6'per 

cent. If the same rate of increase is maintained, the capital will be ab- 

sorbed in five years. I know the different qualities of gas produced by 
every description of coal in this country. ‘he best kind of coal to be 

used, taking into account the quantity and quality of gas obtained and 

the value of residual products, is obtained from the county of Durham, 
and shipped at Newcastle, Sunderland, and Hartlepool. If judiciously 
treated in the manufacture, the gas produced from this coal, when burned 
in a properly constructed burner at the rate of 5 cubic feet per hour, 

will give a light equal to 134 sperm candles. In order to increase the 
illuminating power of gas beyond that standard, cannel coal must be in- 
troduced into the manufacture, the proportion varying according to the 
additional power required. The cannel coal-fields are extremely limited. 

With the exception of the Wigan fields, there are no cannel deposits of any 
importance in England. The Welsh cannel-field is a small branch of the 

Wigan. Some descriptions of cannel coal have risen in the last few years 

from 15s. to 18s. per ton. Wigan cannel has risen from 12s. to 173. These 

collieries are entirely in the hands of five proprietors, who combine together, 

and last year put an additional Is. per ton om the price. Most likely they 

will do the same in future years. The Wigan cannel-fields produce 500,000 

tonsa year. Half of that is used in Liverpool and Manchester, and’ two- 

thirds of the balance is used in the adjacent towns. Any increase in the 

demand must necessarily enhance the priee. 

The CuarrMAn: That is a matter of opinion. 

Witness: When the yield was about 300,000 tons a year the price was 
12s. per ton. The demand has now inereased to 500,000 tons, and the 
price is raised to 17s. The most remarkable of dll is the Boghead cannel, 
which was discovered in 1851. The price then was 13s.; they are now 
raising 60,000 tons a year, which are selling at £4 per ton, and it is be- 
lieved it will be exhausted in four or five years. It would, therefore, be 
very imprudent of this company to bind themselves at the end of ten years 
to supply a gas which would require the use of cannel coa} inits manufae-. 
ture. I certainly should not advise it. 

The witness was not cross-examined. 

Mr. John R. Wigham, examined by Mr. Jonn GRay. 

I am the secretary of the Commercial Gas Company of Ireland. £ pro- 
duce a certified copy of the Articles and Memorandum of Association. The 
subscribed capital of the company is £100,000, of which £50,000 has been 
paid up. Tke works are situated at Dundrum and at Kingstown The 
company have also acguired land at Dublin, on the north side of the river 
Liffey. The company have passed a resolution signifying their wish for ap 
amalgamation, and it is necessary for that amalgamation that the Articles 
of Association should be annulled. 

Cross-examined by Mr. O'Hara: The directors of our company tendered 
for the supply of the public lamps of Dublin according to a specification 
which was furnished by the corporation under several heads. 

The CHarrmMAN: Have you the specification with you? 

Witness : I have. : 

Mr. O'Hara: Did your company ever offer to supply 20-candle gas to 
the public lights? 

Witness : We did so in answer to the specification. 

Mr. O'HARA: At what price? 

Witness : That would require a long answer, because we were required 
to tender in several ways—at so much per 1000 cubic feet, at so much per 
lamp including lighting, and so much per lamp not including lighting. 

r. O'Hara: Take it at so much per 1000 feet. 

Witness: 4s. 6d. for 20-candle gas. 

Re-examined by Mr. Burke: That price was 6d. per 1000 below the 
price charged to private consumers. Our engineer made a calculation of 
the cost of producing such gas, which was based upon the then price of 
cannel coal, without any reference to its future price. 


By the Cuarrnman: We tendered for three years and for ten years. 
There was a difference in the price for each period. It was 4s. 6d. for ton 
years and 4s. for three years. 
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By Mr. O’Hara: We made two tenders to the corporation. There was a 
different specification for 16-candle gas. 

By Mr. Burke: In our first tender, we made it a condition that we 
should get our bill. 

Mr, Jno. Mf. Cantwell, examined by Mr. Correy. 

I am the solicitor for the Alliance Gas Company. I produce the deed of 
settlement of that company, which was afterwards merged in the Act of 
Parliament of 1847. It is considered expedient by our company that the 
amalgamation should take place; and for that purpose it is necessary that 
the deed of settlement should be annulled. It is desirable that our com- 
pany should acquire the property and plant of the United General and 
Commercial Companies, and become the owners of the ground on the banks 
of the Liffey. It is also expedient that the district within which the supply 
of gas is to be afforded should be defined by the bill, and that the borrowing 
powers of the company should be regulated by Act of Parliament. 

r. G, Sanders, examined by Mr. Burke. 

I am the agent of the United General Company in Dublin, and have been 
so for some years. That company have lighted the public lamps of the city 
under contract with the —— for upwards of 40 years. The com- 
pany was incorporated by Royal Charter in 1830, and they acquired the 
works, property, and shares of “The Dublin Gaslight Company,” “ The 
Hibernian Gaslight Company,” “The Dublin Oil Gaslight Company,” and 
“The Bray Gas Company, Limited.” The powers contained in the several 
Acts of Parliament relating to “The Dublin Gaslight Company,” and “The 
Dublin Oil Gaslight Company,” have for many years ceased to be exercised. 
Having purchased the works of “ The Hibernian Company,” our ew 
have carried on their operations in Dublin under that company’s Act. We 
have works at Dublin, Kingstown, and Bray. The capital of the company is 
£500,000, which is paid up to the extent of £450,000, and they have not 
borrowed any money. I was examined last year before the committee upon 
the bill by which the company sought to obtain parliamentary powers to 
light Dublin, to repeal their charter with regard to that city, and to 
leave it alone with respect to Limerick. It was objected on that occa- 
sion that the bill did not sufficiently divide the Dublin from the 
Limerick establishment. The opinion of the committee was that the 
charter should be repealed entirely, and two separate Acts obtained for 
Dublin and Limerick respectively. It was then proposed that we should 
have a larger capital than is now asked in respect of the Dublin works. It was 
£850,000, and I think the chairman intimated that £315,000 was the capital 
which the committee would allow. By the — bill the minimum is to 
be £240,000, and the maximum £270,000 for the works and plant, the 
floating assets of the company being taken by arbitration. I believe that 
is satisfactory to our proprietors. I concur in the evidence of the other 
witnesses as to the amalgamation, and from my long experience in Dublin 
I believe it will materially benefit the public and the gas companies. I think 
the contract entered into by the Alliance Company with the corporation 
will never become profitable unless the amalgamation takes place. 
Sir John Gray, M.P., was then called, but 
Mr. Burke said he thought, in the exercise of his own discretion, he 
should forbear to offer further evidence upon the preamble, as it would be 
= occupying time unnecessarily. 

he CuarrMAn: Is Sir John Gray a necessary witness for the purpose of 
giving any formal evidence? 
Mr. Burke: No; I have given all the formal evidence necessary upon 
the preamble, and looking to the fact that there has been no cross-exami- 
nation upon it, unless your lordships desire it, I will not offer any further 
evidence. The case on the preamble therefore is closed. 
Mr. O'Hara said the main object of the opposition of the corporation was 
to prevent a monopoly in the supply of gas to Dublin. At the expiration 
of the contract which they had entered into with the Alliance Company 
they would be entirely at the mercy of one company if this amalgamation, 
was sanctioned, and on that ground they appeared before the committee, 
and asked for such clauses in the bill as they considered necessary for their 
protection. He was sure their lordships would be of opinion that when a 
measure like this was submitted to Parliament, it was most desirable that 
the corporation should come forward to protect the interests of the public. 
The clause which he had now tendered to the opposite side contained all the 
provisions which the corporation deemed essential. That clause gave the cor- 
poration the power, if they thought fit, to call upon the company to renew 
the present contract, subject to the terms and conditions of the specifica- 
tion which he held in his hand. The only difference was that it provided 
that if in future times gas became cheaper or dearer the charge to the public 
lamps should be increased or diminished in the same relative proportion to 
the charge to private consumers as at present. 
The CHatrMAN thought this question would be better discussed upon the 
consideration of clauses. 
Mr. O’Hara said if that was the opinion of the committee, he would 
address some observations to them now on the danger of the proposed amalga- 
mation, for although the opposition of the corporation was nominally directed 
to clauses, it was practically an opposition to the principle of the bill. They 
could not allow the city of Dublin to be ruled with a rod of iron by these 
three companies. One of those companies had been a well-managed com- 
pany: the other had not beenso. The latter came to Parliament in extremis 

t year, and they were considered so unworthy of the consideration of this 
House that their bill was rejected without the case for the corporation 
having been heard. Therefore, in dealing with this company, and what he 
might call the friendly arrangement they had entered into with the other 
companies, he was bound, without imputing a want of good faith, to urge 
upon the committee that it was essentially necessary this amalgamation 
should be limited by words for the protection of the citizens at large. But 
if the committee should think this was a question of clauses simply, he would 
not further trespass upon their time at the present moment. 


_ Mr. Burke said his learned friend seemed to assume that the committee 
intended to do an injustice. He had no case against the company except 
that he wanted sufficient protection, and he thought the committee would 
not exercise discretion, and give the corporation that protection. There 
was no opposition to the preamble of the bill, and when their lordships came 
to clauses they could discuss the propositions made by his friend. 


Mr. O’ Hara asked for a short adjournment, for the purpose ofcoming to an 
arrangement, and much conversation ensued thereon, in the course of which 

Mr. Burke said he proposed to substitute for the clause tendered by the 
corporation the following:—“ Whereas the corporation of Dublin have 
entered a contract with the Alliance Company for lighting the public lamps 
in the city for a period of ten years from the 4th of January, 1867, at a 

ven price, including the furnishing by the company of the necessary 
lamps and posts for such supply, be it enacted that, if at the expiration of 
such contract the company af the corporation cannot agree as to the terms 
upon which the contract shall be renewed, the company shall be bound to 
Supply gas to the public lamps at such a price and on such terms as shall 














be determined by arbitration, the umpire being appointed by the Board of 
Public Works in Dublin, and if the corporation desire to purchase the 
lamps they shall have power to acquire the same, and the price of such 
~—— shall be determined by arbitration.” 

The Cuarrman said the committee were of opinion that there was 
nothing primd facie in the bill that justified the application for an 
adjournment, and they had decided to proceed. 

he clauses were then read, and 1 to 42, with one or two exceptions, 
were —— to. 

On clause 43, relating to the power to purchase lands by ent. 

Mr. O'Hara said he wished words to be put in that clause to protect the 
city from the use of the lands pro} to be taken for manufacturing 
purposes ; but before doing this he should wish the committee to consider 
the clause he had offered to the promoters. The necessity for doing so was 
this, that if he asked to have tive words inserted in any subsequent 
clause, it would be held that he had appeared on clauses before their lord- 
ships, and he would be precluded a in the House of Commons 
if necessary. The bill, as it now , sanctioned the amalgamation of 
the existing companies in Dublin, and the consequence would be, if it passed, 
that at the expiration of the contract entered into by the corporation with 
the Alliance Company, they would be entirely at the mercy of the amal- 
gamated company. The jon, therefore, asked the committee to 
insert in the bill a clause to say that, at the expiration of the contract, the 
company should be compelled to supply the — lamps, and for such 
supply should be paid a fair remuneration. basis upon which they 
proposed that the remuneration should be fixed was this, that the restric- 
tions and conditions of the existing contract should govern all future 
contracts, but that the price of gas should be increased or decreased in the 
relative proportion he had named as regarded the private consumers. The 
reason they asked for the conditions and restrictions of the present contract 
was that in the specification upon which it was founded the mode of testing 
the gss was determined. He hoped this proposition would receive the 
favourable consideration of the committee, and if so, the corporation of 
Dublin would have all the protection they required. 

Mr Burke said the committee had before them the clause which he 
tendered, and the difference between him and his learned friend appeared 
to be this, that Mr. O'Hara proposed to declare that at the end of ten years 
the company should be bound to adopt every covenant, restriction, specifi- 
cation, and whatever else was contained in the contract now existing, no 
matter what might be the altered state of Dublin, or whether during the 
next ten years the contract might be found to work well or not. At 

nt — had no experience of its working, and yet they were to be 
und to adopt it. The thing was not reasonable. He would suggest, on 
the other hand, that at the end of ten years, in order that the corporation 
might not be at the mercy of the company, some independent authority 
should be empowered to step in and say upon what terms the —— 
should continue to light the public lamps, they being already bound by this 
bill to make a contract if required. ‘This would give the corporation the 
advantage of the experience of the next ten years to guide them in coming 
to a fresh arrangement. 

The CHatrman: The great difference between you is, that the corpora- 
tion say the company ought to make the same reduction on the contract 
price that they may be making to the private consumers ; the company, on 
the other hand, say the price ought to be settled by arbitration. 

Mr. Burke: They say that all the terms of the present contract shall be 
made obligatory upon us in any new contract that may be made. There 
was no doubt that if at the end of ten years the contract was found to 
work well it would be renewed ; if it were not, it would be because one 
party or another had not found it work well. With regard to the question 
of price, I object still more aay to the proposed clause. My friend 
wishes that if the price of gas should increase, we should be entitled toa 

roportionate increase in the public lamps, but if it is decreased we shall 
uired to make a proportionate decrease. The great probability is, 
that there will before that time be a great reduction in price; for so soon 
as the company obtain 10 per cent. they will be bound to make that reduo- 
tion. What will be the result? The profit from supplying a single indi- 
vidual may be very small, but, taken in the aggregate, the profit upon the 
private consumption would amount toa large sum. But the operation of 
this clause would be that they would compel us to make on the public 
lights a reduction in proportion to the private lights, and inasmuch as the 
price by our present contract is far below the charge to the private con- 
sumers, we should be supplying the corporation at a considerable loss. 
There cannot be anything fairer than to refer the matter to arbitration 

The CuarrMAn asked whether there was, as a matter of fact, any signed 
contract between the corporation and the my 

Mr. Correy said it was not absolutely signed, but both parties had agreed 
4 it, and it was admitted by both that a binding contract existed between 
them. 

Mr. Burxe said he had pointed out reasons against the corporation 
clause, and when the committee considered it they would see that by his 
clause no injustice could be done. At the end of the ten years an arbitra- 
tor would be appointed by the Commissioners of Public Works in — 
and if it should be shown that the company could supply gas at a redu 
price, the probability was, he would say, that they must do so; but if it 
should turn out that they could make no such reduction without in- 
volving themselves in loss, ne would say they were not bound to do it. 

Mr. O'Hara contended that if the present terms agreed to were fair and 
reasonable and just, the company would suffer no loss by the adoption of 
the proposed clause; but if they had come forward with an agreement 
which involved a loss that could only be recouped in ten years, they came 
on false pretences. He was quite willing that the other terms should be 
settled by arbitration, and that the price should remain as it was. 

Mr. Burke said he had been told that this question was mooted before 
the corporation, and it was considered so unreasonable that it was rejected. 

After some conve: sation on the point, the room was ordered to be cleared, 

The committee consulted for about ten minutes, and, on the doors being 
opened, 

PThe CHarrMaN said; The committee do not accept the clause tendered 
by the corporation. 

Mr. O'Hara: Am I to understand that you will not accept it if 
modified ? 


The Cuarrman: I understand that if modified you would still require 
to be supplied with gas for the public lights at a certain rate below that 
charged to private consumers. 

Mr. O'Hara: Yes. 

The Cuarrman; I think the right principle is that offered by the Metro- 
polis Gas Act. You might, perhaps, alter the words of the provision, but 
practically it is this, that the gas supplied to the public lights shall not be 
charged at a higher price than the lowest rate paid by private consumers, 
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and that if any difference on this point should arise between the local 
authority and the gas company, it should be referred to an arbitrator. 

Mr. Corry: We quite accept that. 

On clause 61, which contained a provision for preventing frauds and 
waste of gas, 

The CuatrMaN said unless there were good grounds shown for the intro- 


the provisions of the General Act. 
Mr. Burke suid many‘of the modern gas Acts contained this provision. 
The clause provided that if any person supplied with gas by the company 





| the provisions of the Act,or wilfully failed to do anything which, under this 


| act, ought to be done for the prevention of the waste, misuse, or undue | 


consumption of the company’s gas, the company might cut off or stop any 
| pipe by or through which gas was supplied to him, and cease to supply him 
with gas so long as the cause of damage or injury remained or was not 
remedied; and also might recover, in any court of competent jurisdiction, 
from every person so offending, the amount of all loss, damage, or injury 
| which the company sustained by reason of any such thing or failure, and 


|that the remedies of the company under this section should be in addition | 
: It seemed to him that this was only | 
a fair provision. It would only apply to persons who wilfully and fraud- | 


to their other remedies in that behalf. 


ulently wasted the gas of the company. 

The Cuarrman said the practical difference was that, under this clause 
the company could bring an action against the offending party, whereas 
under the General Act they must go before a magistrate. 

Mr Burke admitted that here the company took a double precaution 
against persons wilfully doing a wrong act. They asked for power to stop 
_ supply of gas so long as the wrong was unremedied, and also to recover 

jamages. 

The Cuairman thought it was better to leave the matter to be dealt 
with under the General Act, which was incorporated in this bill. 

Clause 61 was accordingly expunged. 

On clause 62, relating to the mode of recovery of charges for gas, being read, 
\| The Cuartrman said he thought this also was sufticiently provided for 

under the General Act. 

Mr. Smrru (parliamentary agent), said the promoters would consent to 
strike out this clause. 

Clause 62 was accordingly expunged. 

The CuairMAN said he wished the gentlemen engaged upon other gas 
bills would look through the provisions of the General Act, and see that 
they were not interfered with by any clauses inserted in these bills. In all 
cases the committee would adhere to the principle of giving effect to the 
General Act. 

On clause 63, providing for the recovery of sums due to the company, 

The Cuamrman asked whether this did not enact some special remedy in 
addition to that provided by the General Act. 

Mr. Smiru said at the time of the passing of the Gas Clauses Act there 
were no small debts courts, and it was provided that for all debts above £20 
the company might sue in any court of competent jurisdiction, but under 
that amount they must go before a magistrate. By the 63rd section of this 
bill the Small Debts Court was a court of competent jurisdiction. 

The clause was then agreed to. 
On ~ 64, relating to the illuminating power and quality of the gas 
supplied, 

e CHarRMAN asked whether this was identical with the provision in 
the Metropolis Gas Act. 

Mr. Burke said he thought the word “ uncased,” in reference to the kind 
of candle employed in the test, was a new word. 

Mr. Norwoop said the promoters had followed as closely as possible the 
terms of the contract with the corporation. 

Mr. Odell, the company's chief inspector and surveyor of mains in 
Dublin, was called and examined by the chairman as to the meaning of the 
term “ uncased.” 

The clause was then agreed to. 

On clause 65, enacting that the company should provide in some part of 
each of their works where gas is manufactured a suitable apparatus for 
testing the lighting power of their gas, 

The CHARMAN said there was a question raised here by the corporation 
that the testing apparatus ought to be at 1000 yards distance, so as to be 
consistent with the provision in the 64th clause. 

Mr. Smrru said by the terms of their contract the corporation had a test 

us at the Dublin City Hall. 
he CHAIRMAN said that was only applicable to the testing of the gas 
from one portion of the works, and would only be in force during the con- 
timuance of the present contract. 

Mr. Corrry offered to insert the words “ during the continuance of any 
contract.” 

The Cuarrman remarked that the public had a right to have the test 
applied at any time. The corporation might choose hereafter not to have 
any contract. The 65th clause ought to be made sufficiently comprehensive 
to give power to test by any person in any one of the company’s districts. 

r. SmirH said, at Kingstown, Dundrum, and Bray, there were no mains 
at 1000 yards distance from the company’s works. 

The Cuareman said if this bill passed the company would have the 
monopoly in all these districts, and if they obtained that they must take 
with it all the inconveniences to which it gave rise, and provide a testing 

tus in each. Practically they knew very well that the test of the 
gas at the works would be no criterion of what it might be five miles off. 

Mr. Burke suggested the following alteration in the clause—“ The com- 

y shall provide and maintain proper and sufficient means of testing the 
illuminating power and purity of the gas supplied by them in accordance 
with the last preceding enactment.” Of course where they would erect 
such apparatus must depend ver 
suitable place for the purpose. All the companies had testing apparatus at 
their works, and he thought the provision for the erection of one at 1000 

distance was a very foolish provision. He knew, from his own ex 
rience, that gas was often of much higher illuminating power in the dis- 
trict than at the works. As a gas director he had sometimes been. much 
struck with this fact. 

The Cuairman asked why the words “ or other approved burner” were 
inserted after the words “ Argand burner.” 

Mr. Smita said it was because of the arrangement with the corporation 
that some other mode of testing might be agreed upon. 

The clause, as amended according to Mr. Burke’s suggestion, was then 

to, as were also clauses 66, 67, and 68, with some verbal alterations. 


On clause 69, relating to the price of gas, 


The Cuainman said the proviso at the end of the clause gave the com- 
pany power to increase the price 6d. per 1000 cubic feet “after previous 





duction of this clause, he should be inclined to leave the company under | 


wilfully aid, or caused or suffered to be done, anything in contravention of | 


much upon their ability to obtain a | 


| communication with the corporation of the city of Dublin.” He did not 
| think that was sufficient. 
| 


There ought to be some provision made for 
appointing a tribunal to decide whether the company were justified in 
making the increase. The corporation, so long as their contract existed, 
would not be affected by any such increase. 

After some conversation on this point, 

Mr. Correy said the promoters could not resist the suggestion of the 
chairman, and they proposed to insert the words “and if any difference 
should arise, it shall be referred to the Chief Secretary of State for Ireland 
| for the time being to name an arbitrator between the parties. 

The clause, with this amendment, was agreed to, and the remaining | 
| clauses in the printed bill were gone through and settled. 
The postponed clauses 43 and 44 were then considered, the former, | 
| relating to the power to purchase lands by agreement, was agreed to, and | 
| the latter, relating to the use to be made of such lands, was, after some | 
| conversation, altered as follows:—“ The company shall not erect any works | 
| for the manufacture of gas or for storeage purposes on any land other | 
than the gas lands within 200 yards of any dwelling-house existing at the 
| time of such erection.” 
The bill, as amended, then passed. 


Legal Entelligence. 


VICE-CHANCELLOR’S COURT. 
Marcu 3. 
(Before Vice-Chancellor Sir R. T. KrxpErsLey.) 
BUTT v. THE IMPERIAL GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. _ 

His Honour delivered judgment in this case this morning. The bill was 
filed and injunction moved for in May, 1865, to restrain the erection of a! 
gasometer, both on the ground of nuisance and of infringement of the || 

laintiff’s rights. The locus in quo is situate at the end of the Hackney | 
Road, the dispute arising with reference to a way or road leading to Anne's | 
Place, now called “ Pritchard’s Road,” in the immediate neighbourhood of a | 
basin and lay-by abutting on the Regent's Canal, from whom the defendants | 
derived their title. The plaintiff was a lime-burner and dealer in one 
pipes, tiles, &c., and had erected alime-kiln and buildings under a covenant 
in a lease granted to him by the Regent’s Canal Company, who also} 
covenanted to make the road, and if they altered it to make a new one 
and keep it in repair. The defendants erected two gasometers, and in| 
1864 were about to erect a third and enlarge the lay-by, which | 
would necessitate taking part of this road, when the bill was filed, on the | 
ground of nuisance and obstruction of the view of the plaintiff’s |; 
warehouse, &c., from the public, and that the gasometer would be a i 
nuisance and detrimental to health; and that under the covenant the road | 
ought not to be altered as it was proposed to be, but in another way, which || 
was specified. The plaintiff also charged the defendants with enlarging the | 
lay-by merely for the purpose of altering the road. Evidence was adduced 
of 1 Dr. Letheby, Dr. Lankester, and others, on the gas and lime questions, | 
and, as is usually the case in such matters, there was considerable conflict, | | 
the plaintiff’s witnesses speaking of gas as most noxious, and lime com- | 
aratively innocuous, and vice versd. It also appeared that there had once 
n an old pond here, the receptacle for dead cats, dogs, &c., found in the) 
canal. When the motion was made in May last, his honour considered that, | | 
prima facie, this neighbourhood must be considered as devoted to these} 
kind of manufactures, and therefore refused the injunction on the question | | 
of nuisance, but granted it as to the road, on the defendants undertaking to | 
abide by any order as to damages. | 

Mr. GuaAssE and Mr. Rupaut appeared for the plaintiff; Mr. Bary and || 
Mr. BacsHaweE for the defendants. 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR now referred to the facts, observing that there | | 

were two questions—one as to the gasometer, the other as to the road—de- | | 
pending in a great measure as to the construction of the lease. As to the ob- 
struction of the view of the plaintiff’s buildings, where tiles, &c., were exhi- 
bited, it was impossible for that to be the subject of an injunction, for it operated 
both ways. As to the gasometer, some amusing evidence was adduced, the 
scientific gentlemen who were examined taking very opposite views of the 
nature of the manufactures in question. Dr. Letheby, for the defendants, 
considered gas comparatively harmless, but spoke unfavourably of lime; 
whereas Dr. Lankester, for the plaintiff, upheld lime and depreciated gas. 
If his honour were bound to elect, he should consider both very disagree- 
able; although they might, as was said, enter into ginger-beer, soda-water, 
and champagne. As to the gasometer, the plaintiff must fail, and as to the 
road, it was clear that the charge of diversion was not proved, and the 
road required by the — was the worst possible for him. The bill 
must be dismissed with costs. 

Mr. Barey then asked for an inquiry as to damage, in consequence of 
the defendant’s undertaking. 

His Honour said it would be an anomaly to dismiss the bill and direct 
an inquiry. He should therefore dismiss the bill with costs, without pre- 
judice to any application as to damages. 


COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 
GUILDHALL, WEDNESDAY, FEB. 21. 
(Sittings at Nisi Prius before Baron BramMwe., and a Common Jury.) 
STEVENSON ¥. THE EXETER GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

Mr. O'MALLEY, Q.C., and Mr. Puinerick, appeared for the plaintiff; and | 
Mr. Girrarp for the defendants. 

The declaration was for money payable for work and labour done, and 
the defendants pleaded “ never indebted, except as to £45 12s.,” which sum 
was brought into court. 

Mr. O’Mattey said this was an action brought by Mr. Stevenson, an 
engineer of some considerable eminence, who had obtained a high reputa- 
tion in connexion with the erection of gas-works and the supply of gas to 
the public. He. carried on his business at Halifax, where for many years 
he had been engineer to the corporation, The defendants were a company 
formed for the laudable purpose of supplying the city of Exeter with 
better gas at a cheaper rate than it we been supplied with 
by the old company. During last session of Parliament, they applied for 
an Act, and the result of their a plication was that the committee of the 
House of Commons inco into a bill which the old company had at 
that time before the Legislature all the provisions as to reduction of price 
and ran gph yor 5 in the quality of gas which the bill of the new company 
enacted, and ordered that the old company should pay all the costs of pro- 
moting the new company. This was a case in which he thought the jury 
would have no — in determining the value of the work and service 
rendered by the plaintiff in connexion with that application to Parliament, 


























because fortunately for Mr. Stevenson, the agreement was in writing. Upon 
the formation of the new company, the first thing done was to obtain the 
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}{f February, and remained there till the 2nd of March. 
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advice and opinion of an engineer of eminence who was able to examine 
into the matter and report as to the best site for the erection of works, the 
mode of erecting such works, the illuminating power and quality of the 
gas supplied by the old company, and on various other points connected 
with the lighting of the city of Exeter. With that object, Mr. Hertzel, 
the solicitor of the new company, addressed a letter to the plaintiff, on the 
8rd of February, 1865, requesting to know whether he would be disengaged 
and could afford them the benefit of his assistance and advice. Some cor- 
respoudence took place thereupon, with which it was not necessary to 
trouble the jury; but on the 13th of February, Mr. Hertzel wrote to Mr. 
Stevenson as follows:— 
Exeter Gas Consumers Company. . 

Dear Sir,—I regret very much that you will not be in London this week, as time 
presses, and I expect we shall be early before the committee. It is obvious you 
must visit Exeter; and if you will name your own time, I will arrange with Mr. 
| Richards to meet you there. Will you please say at the same time what your 
terms are ? 
In consequence of that letter, on the 14th of February Mr. Stevenson wrote 
to Mr. Hertslett from Halifax :— 
I shall be in London on Monday next, and expect to be before the Standing 
Orders Committee on Tuesday, but this is at present not quite certain, Immediately 
I am through with that business, I am at your service to visit Exeter, and will en- 
deavour to give as much time as you desire. My charges are five guineas per day, 
and expenses for the time actually employed for each client. I work eight hours a 
day. Shall I commmunicate with Mr. Richards on Monday? We can arrange to 
go down together. What is his address in town? 
Another letter followed from Mr. R. Hertzel:— 
I have written to you at Halifax, but lest you should be gone to London, I address 
you at the Tavistock. Mr. Richards’ address is River Street, Myddelton Square. 
Please let me know when you can come down to Exeter, and I will write him. 


This letter having passed, everything proceeded upon the footing of the 
terms stated distinctly by Mr. Stevenson before any expenses had been in- 
curred. He afterwards went down to Exeter, and did a great deal of work 
there. He then came up to town and consulted on several occasions with 
the parties, subsequently attending before the referees, by whom the engi- 
neering and other matters are examined, and before the select committee 
of the House of Commons. His assistance was of very great service to the 
defendants, who obtained from the referees a very favourable report against 
the other company. When before the committee an arrangement was 
suggested by the chairman to the effect already mentioned, and the plain- 
tiff was again engaged in carrying that arrangement into operation, making 
out certain details and estimates which were necessary with that object in 
view. After this was done he had a letter from the secretary of the Con- 
sumers Company, asking him to send in his account. This he did; he 
sent in an account for £121 16s. 3d.,made up in this way:—To 17} days, 
at five guineas a day, £90 1ls. 3d.; paid railways, hotels, cabs, telegraph, 
law stationers, postages, and other expenses, £31 5s. In answer to the 
letter accompanying the account he received an intimation that it would 
|be laid before the directors, and on the 3lst of July he received this letter 
from Mr. Hertslett:— 

Dear Stevenson,—The directors meet to-morrow, and I will let them have your 
letter. I know they will ask you to take £105, as they consider the travelling ex- 
penses rather stiff. Did Hedley tell you he had commenced an action against us? 


On the 2nd of August he received another letter from Mr. Hertzel in the 
following terms :— 
Exeter Gas Consumers Company. 

Dear Sir,—I laid your letter before the directors last evening, and they directed 
me to write and ask it you will take £105 in settlement of your account. They do 
not object to the charges per diem, but they think you ought to be satisfied with 
£15 for travelling expenses, &c. 
He (Mr. O'Malley) had already stated what arrangements took place be- 
tween the two companies when before Parliament, and that the Consumers 
Company were to be paid their costs by the other side. It seemed that 
some taxation of those costs, to which Mr. Stevenson was no party, was 
made by some person before whom Mr. Stevenson was never called, accord- 
= Sg which the costs for the plaintiff's services were taxed at £80 12s. 
What Mr. Stevenson had to do with that he did not know, and upon what 
principle the taxation proceeded it was impossible to tell; but this was 
well known, that the costs for the attendance of witnesses allowed in 
the taxing-master’s office was a very different thing to what was the 
amount charged as between party and party. But here was a dis- 
tinct contract altogether entered into before the services were engaged 
in, and it was a matter of perfect indifference to Mr. Stevenson 
what the taxing-master of the House of Commons chose to tax his 
bill at. The defendants themselves admitted that he was employed 
for the number of days stated in the account; they admitted that five 
guineas a day was a fair charge for what he did, and the only demur th 
made was with respect to his expenses, which they said ought to be £19. 
They had themselves admitted their liability to the extent of £105, and 
had offered to pay that sum. It so happened that Mr. Stevenson had 
received £50 on account, and therefore why they should now pay £45 
into court, making together only £95, which was neither the amount at 
which the costs were taxed nor the amount they had offered to pay, he was 
at a loss to understand. The plaintiff would be called to give his account 
of the transactions, the correspondence would be put in and proved in the 
spel way, and he thought the jury would be clearly of opinion that he was 
fully entitled to the £121 16s. 3d. which he claimed. The plaintiff would 
mo in what his expenses actually were; and when the jury came to con- 

er that those expenses included a journey down to Exeter and a hotel 
bill there, a portion of which the solicitor to the company contributed to 
increase, and that they also included the expenses of another engineer, who 
was sent down there on the part of the company, he thought they would 
come to the conclusion that these expenses were not immoderate. With 
these remarks he left the case in their hands, confident that they would 
find for the plaintiff for the full amount claimed. 


Mr. G. W. Stevenson, examined by Mr. PHILBRICK. 
I am the plaintiff in this case, and was for ten years ens" cer to the cor- 
poration of Halifax. I have had considerable experience n reference to 
the supply of gas. On the 4th of February 1865, I was applied to by Mr. 
Hertslett to go to Exeter and assist the Gas Consumers Company, who had 
then a bill before Parliament which was opposed by the existing company. 
I had not at that timeany office in London. I replied to that letter, stating 
my terms were five guineas a day and expenses for the time actu- 
ally employed for each client, and that I worked eight hoursaday. In 
jconsequence of instructions received I went down to Exeter on the 28th 


Baron BRamwELt (to Mr. Philbrick): I think possibly you might ask 
whether he was engaged for the number of days mentioned in the particu- 


Mr. Puiverick (to witness); Were you engaged the number of days men- 
tioned in your particulars? 

Witness: Yes. My actual expenses connected with the journey to 
Exeter were £10 15s. I afterwards attended before the referees and the 
committee of the House of Commons until the matter was settled. 


Baron BRAMWELL: There is more than £10 lds. charged for expenses. 

Mr. Girrarp: The amount is £31 5s. 

Witness : Besides the £10 15s. for expenses of the journey, I charge for 
cabs and hotel expenses in London, eleven days at 30s. per day. That is ain 
estimated sum. I was living then at the Westminster Palace Hotel. I had 
from time to time to engage cabs, &c., on the company’s business. I think 
the charge of 30s. a day is a very fair one. The parliamentary allowance 
is a guinea, but I find that does not cover all the expenses. I also charge 
for my return journey to [alifax, £2; and for some lithographic estimates, 
fifty copies of which were done by the law stationers, and which cost me 
more than the £2 I have charged. I sent in my account before the costs 
were taxed, amounting in all to £121 16s. Sd. IL received £50 on account; 
and I declined to settle the matter for £105 in all, as proposed by Mr. 
Hertzel. 

The correspondence was put in and admitted. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Girrarp: I did not charge the defendants for 
my journey from Halifax, as I was in London on other business. I charge 
30s. per day to each client for whom I am engaged. My actual expenses 
do not increase according to the number of clients I have at the same time, 
but it is my rule so to charge. I think it is stated soin my agreement; 
that is what I meant by the letter 1 wrote, and it is what I have charged to 
all my other clients, and they have paid me. 

Baron BRAMWELL: Have you charged any other client, as you call him, 
80s. per day for hotel and cab expenses for the same day? 

Witness: I think I have in two or three cases. I think on some few of 
these days I was employed by other clients, and they have been charged also. 


Mr. Gurrarp: I understand your view of it to be this, Mr. Stevenson: 
you think you have a right to doit. But, asa matter of fact, the amount 
charged on account of expenses far exceeds your actual expenses? 

Witness: Oh yes, it does; but that is part of my contract with the 
company. 

Baron BRAMWELL: The amount charged exceeds the actual expenses? 


does not refer to the journey down to Exeter, nor the copying and law 
stationery. In respect to the eleven days in London, charged at the rate of 
30s. per day, some portion of that. no doubt, has been charged to other 
clients, but what portion I do now know. 

Mr. Girrarp: Can you give the jury any idea why the Exeter Company 
should pay the expenses of all your clients during that time? 

Witness: They did not do so. 

Mr. Girrarp: These expenses, as I understand, do not mean your actual 
expenses incurred through being kept in London on the part of the Exeter 
Company, but is a kind of estimate. 

Baron BRAMWELL: If he lived at a friend's house, and had the use of a 
friend's carriage, he would be entitled to this charge—that is his view. 

Witness: Yes, but I did not do so in fact. 

Baron BRAMWELL: I am only endeavouring to make your proposition 
plain. Whether you are right or not is another matter. 

Witness: There are many of these days upon which I was exclusively 
engaged for this company. 
ross-examination continued: I cannot give any idea of the number of 
those days. I keep separate accounts for each client, but I have not got 
them here. I did not know that I had been twice asked, under a judge's 
order for these particulars. The £10 15s. was money actually paid out of 
— for travelling expenses. I also paid the whole of the hotel bill for 
edley and myself. When I was down at Exeter I went over to Torquay, 
which cost 16s., but that account is kept separate. I was not then engaged 
by the local board of Torquay, but I went over there expecting to be em- 
plo 


my expenses there. I probably charged them for a day’s services, but I 
have not the papers here. I consider myself fully entitied to do so. 
Baron BRAMWELL: But you would not charge them for one of the days 
upon which you were charging here? 

itness: The question was asked me whether I did or did not. I cannot 
charge my memory whether I did or did not, but I think it is quite ible 
because I made two days in one. On the 2nd of March I went to Torqua 
to make a view after a long conference in the forenoon at Exeter, and 
came back by the mail at night. I frequently do that, and I am perfectly 
— to charge a client if I choose to travel at night instead of in 

e day. 

By br. GurrarD: While in London I was also engaged for other clients 
on the same days in committees, and charged them all five guineas a day— 
four or five perhaps, but I cannot tell how many nor for how many days. | 
In the busy part of the session I am frequently called out of one committee 
room into another, three or four times a day, and I charge each client, as 
all engineers do. I cannot say how many days I was exclusively engaged | 
for the Exeter Company. In my charge for expenses, £16 10s. is an esti- 
mate for eleven days in London at 30s. a day; £1 12s. is for postages and 
little incidental ; and £2 2s. for return journey to Halifax. I do 
not know whether I have charged the latter to any other client. I will not 
undertake to swear that I have not. 

y Baron BraMweE tL: If 1 had been up on business for another client I 
should do so, but I do not think in this instance I did do so. 

By Mr. Girrarp: I was in London attending the Standing Orders Com- 
mittee for other clients, and therefore 1 have not charged the Exeter Com- 
pany for coming up specially on their business, but 1 charge them for the 
return journey the day but one afterwards, when I might, if I had been so 
pleased, have continued in their service till the 31st of March, as I was not 
discharged till then. As long as the bill is on the notice-paper I am entitled 
. charge five guineas a day, and this bill was on the paper till the 31st 
of March. 





Baron BRAMWELL: You charged some other client for your up journey 
from Halifax. If they brought you up, they necessitated your going back, 
and therefore you might fairly have charged them for your return journey. 
Witness: I did not think of it. 

_ Baron Bramwe.u: You charge the present defendants for your return 
journey, and therefore you might have charged them for your journey up. 
Witness: I did not do so. 

Baron BramweELu: I only want you to show that, upon your reasoning, 
you are entitled to do so. 

= GirFaRD: It is a matter which the taxing-master would settle very 
readily. 

Witness: I usually charge my return journey to the last client I am 

















lars. I do not exactly see yet where the attack is. 


employed by. 





Witness: The amount charged does exceed the actual expenses, but that | | 


yed by them. I have charged the Torquay Local Board in respect to}. 
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Baron BraMweEL.: He states what he does very candidly; whether it is 
right or not is another matter. 

Cross-examination continued: I have not got my hotel bills with me. I 
always destroy them. I received notice to produce them, but I cannot pro- 
duce what I have not got. When I go ona journey for a client — 
I count my money on leaving home, and count it again when I get back, 
and I charge my client the difference. (Laughter.) That is my rule; I 
cannot go further than that. 

Mr. GirrarD: The proposition involved in that is that all the expenses 
must have been necessarily and properly incurred. There is only one 
other question I want to ask you. During that period of the session had 
you an office in London at all? 

Witness: No. 

Mr. GirFarD: During no part of last session? 

Witness : No. I gave up my office in Parliament Street the Michaelmas 
before. I have an office at 14, Park Street now, but I had not then. 


Re-examined by Mr. Purcsrick: The fare to Exeter was about £2 each 
way. I paid the hotel bill for Hedley as well as for myself. I thought it 
was as broad as it was long, as it would have to come out of one ket. 
The solicitor of the company came to the hotel, and had wine with us in 
theevening or the next morning. I was asked by some gentlemen to go 
over to Torquay, in view of my being employed by the local board. It is 
an invariable rule in the profession to charge for attendance when a bill is 
before the committee, though engaged on the same day before another com- 
mittee for other clients. The fact is recorded in Smiles’s “Lives of the 
Engineers,” and I suppose it is the invariable practice. The session is not 
very long, but the work is very hard. I have made no charge for consulta- 
tions, nor for early and late work. It is a rule tocharge one or two guineas 
for each consultation, but I have not done so. Jt would not remunerate us 
to receive five guineas per day if we were not to take other committees at 
the same time; in fact, the business would stand still altogether. Although 
in this case | was not the engineer appointed by the company, the bulk of 
the work devolved upon me, and I was made the leading witness before the 
committee. The engineer himself was paid £340 for his services. 

Mr. GirrarpD: My friend asked ay whether you did not pay Hedley’s 
expenses at the hotel, Was that the person referred to as having sued the 
company ? 

Witness: Yes. 

Mr. Girrarp: Don’t you know that he has sued the company for his ex- 
penses at that very hotel? 

Witness : No; I did not know that he had sued the company till Mr. 
Hertslett told me, and then they had settled with him. 

Mr. Pui.erick said he would now Vw in the taxation, from which it ap- 

ared that the taxing-master of the House of Commous allowed 60 guineas 

or the plaintiff's professional services as between party and party, and 
£17 12s. for hotel and travelling expenses. 

This was the plaintiff's case. 

Mr. GirFarp intimated that he did not intend to call any witnesses for 
the defence, 

Mr. Puicerick complained of the mode in which the plaintiff had been 
cross-examined, seeing that it was not proposed to rebut his testimony by 

roducing evidence on the other side. He thought the defendants came 
into court with a very bad grace when they relied upon the eloquence of 
their counsel to pare down the plaintiff's claim, and declined to call a single 
witness on their behalf. His learned friend had cross-examined the plain- 
tiff with reference to the details of his charge for expenses, whereas it ap- 
peared on the affidavit of the defendants own secretary that they actually 
took the plaintiff's account in for taxation, and sought to get the whole 
sum. They were allowed £17 12s. for these disputed items, but they refused 
to pay that amount to the plaintiff. In the face of the agreement, they 
could not object to the five guineas a day for professional services, amount- 
ing to about £90, but they paid only £45 into court beyond the £50 received 
by the plaintiff, leaving £5 towards expenses, for which they had on tuxa- 
tion themselves received £17 12s., which they had put into their pockets. 
He thought upon the uncontradicted evidence of the plaintiff the jury would 
have no hesitation in affirming that he was clearly entitled to the full 
amount claimed by him. 

Mr. GirFarp addressed the jury for the defendants, and said he would 
only ask them to take the plaintiff's bill into their hands, and say whether 
the charges made were fair and reasonable If they thought they were, the 
company were bound to pay them; but in justice to their shareholders, he 
thought the jury would say they were only doing right in asking an opinion 
on the subject after the proper officer of the House of Commons had taxed 
the plaintiff's bill of £121 16s. 3d. down to £80 12s. His learned friend had 
made the observation, that the defendants, in offering the plaintiff £95, put 
a certain sum of money into their own pockets which they received from 
the other side. For such a statement there was not the slightest founda- 
tion. The whole amount they received on account of the plaintiff's services 
and expenses was £80 12s., but in order to be on the safe side, they had paid 
£45 into court in addition to the £50 already paid to the plaintiff. What 
more could they be expected to do? His learned friend taunted him 
with not putting evidence before the jury, although he was asking them 
to tax the plaintiff's bill. But let attention be called to the state of facts. 
The plaintiff himself came into court unsupported by ed testimony 
and proved his own case. How could the defendants answer that? Could 
they be expected to produce witnesses to that the plaintiff did not 
have so many glasses of wine or of brandy-and-water, as might have been 
included in his hotel bills? That was a question entirely in his own breast; 
but the question upon which this case turned was a very different one, viz.— 
assuming that the defendants bad to pay the expenses, what was a reason- 
able sum? Now during a portion of the time the plaintiff admitted that 
he was engaged for other clients, as engineer in the ordinary way, but for 
those very days (how many were exclusively devoted to the service of the de- 
fendants he could not say) he had made a regular charge to every one of 
those clients as well as to the defendants of 30s. a day for expenses. The 
plaintiff said it was perfectly fair, and that he was entitled to do so, but it 
would be for the jury to say whether they thought soor not. He (Mr. 
Giffard) would not ask them to rely upon anything he said, but to take 
the plaintiff’s bill into their own hands and judge for themselves as 
to what was reasonable and proper. In the ordinary course of things 
there was a regu lar legal tribunal for the taxation of professional costs, 
and an attorney was not allowed to charge attendances on both sides, 
But when they got into the region of parliamentary committees they cam- 
upon an order of things which had grown up of recent years, and had to 
deal with professional witnesses whose course of professional life was not 
the ordinary course,and with these professional witnesses, who made theme 
selves up for the purpose of being examined before committees, there was no 
form of taxing their costs other than by an officer appointed by the House 
of Commons. His learned friend had taunted the defendants for having 











placed the whole of the defendants bill before this officer and asking his 
opinion upon it. Suppose they had not done so. It would then have been 
said they had done wrong in withholding it. The defendants thought the 
per course was to submit the whole bill to that officer just as it was laid 
fore the jury that day, and that officer having no bias either way, and no 
desire to increase or diminish the amount, said, “ Taking the plaintiff's 
own statement of the services rendered, I find the proper charge to be 
made for attendances and expenses is £80 12s.” The defendants then, rather 
than come into court and find themselves turned round upon with a sug- 
gestion that something had been forgotten in making out the bill, and thus 
getting a verdict snapped up against them, paid into court a sum of £15 
beyond that which the taxing officer said was sufficient remuneration for 
the plaintiff. The — now was, whether the jury considered they 
had paid enough. It was for them to tax the bill because it was impos- 
sible for the defendants to offer any testimony on the subject. The bill 
spoke for itself, and it was for the jury, having heard what the plaintiff 
said,to decide; and, except so far as that the defendants had contracted to pay 
a specific sum, they were the judges of what was reasonable. He (Mr. 
Giffard) would only add one word more, and that was in reference to the 
correspondence. He could not help thinking it was a very unfair thing to 
bring up against the defendants an offer to settle the matter upon certain 
terms rather than come into court. If Mr. Hertslett had been writing as 
the attorney for thedefendants, he would have addressed his letter “ Sir,” and 
signed it “ without prejudice ;” but because there was an amount of friendly 
intercourse between them he did not do so, and now the letter was taken 
advantage of. But what did it amount to? It was simply an offer, with a 
view to save coming into court, to settle the matter for £105. The letter 
was in the hands of the jury, and he hoped they would not allow the offer 
to weigh with them as an admission that the defendants considered they 
were indebted to the plaintiff in that amount. 

Baron BRAMWELL: I want to ask the plaintiff a question. I have been 
looking at his bill, and I find there is a charge for a Sunday upon which 
he was required to remain in town. 

Plaintiff : That is so. 

Baron BRAMWELL: I do not see how you can do that if you are to give 
eight hours work a day, 

Plaintiff : I wanted to go home very particularly on the Friday evening 
previously, and I asked the solicitor to let me go, but he would not do so, 
as he said their case would come on on the Monday morning. 

Baron BRAMWELL: What I mean is, it is not a working day, and you 
charge for the day when you do go home. 

Plaintiff : I do. 

Baron BRAMWELL summed up. He said it was very much to be re- 
gretted that, for so small an amount as there was in dispute, respectable 
parties, as both were, should come into court and not settle the matter 
amicably between themselves, or probably with the assistance of some one 
who (the jury would not think him deficient in — when he said) 
was better able to judge than they were. Probably this was the first time 
in their lives they ever heard such a case as this, and probably, also, 
they would not wish to hear such a one again. He had very little to sa 
to them about it. They had before them the letter of the plaintiff whic 
was the basis of his right to charge what he did. In that letter he said, 
“ My charge is five guineas a day and expenses for the time actually em- 
ployed foreach client.” That was what he was entitled to, and no more. The 
jury must not be misled by what the taxing officer allowed, because no doubt 
they had heard before of such things as “ extra costs.” The taxing-master al- 
lowed only such expenses as were properly incurred. If the attorney of the 
plaintiff claiming costs from his opponent thinks fit to incur other expenses 
which the taxing-master regards as not ordinary and usual, he does not allow 
it as against the defendant; still the attorney may be entitled to be paid, be- 
cause he says to his client: “ This is an expense which was, after all, pro- 
perly incurred for your benefit, although I could not charge the other side 
with it, because it is something a little unusual.” Take the very instance 
which Mr. Stevenson had referred to. The attorney required him to stay 
in town over a Sunday. The opposite party might say: “ You should not 
have done that;” still Mr. Stevenson might say: “ > not care whether 
= say it is reasonable or not; you told me to do it, and I must be paid.” 

he amount, therefore, which the taxing officer allowed must not be taken 
as the criterion of what was due to him. ‘The plaintiff was entitled to 
charge for all that he did by the orders of the defendants according to the 
terms of his letter. What that amount was it would be for the jury to say; 
and if they took the bill in their hands, and could say what that was, 
should be glad to hear the result. He could not help saying it was a some- 
what objectionable thing to charge all these expenses to half a dozen 
people if the plaintiff had business to do for half a dozen people on the 
same day; still Mr. Stevenson told them it was the usual practice. He 
(Baron Bramwell) very much wished these gentlemen had settled the 
matter amongst themselves, for it was a pity when so small an amonnt 
was in dispute to bring it into court. He owned he could not understand 
the reason why the Sunday was charged for. Of course if a man worked 
on Sunday that was a matter for him to decide with his own conscience, 
and setting aside any Act of Parliament, he would be entitled to charge for 
it. But, according to Mr. Stevenson’s account, he did not work that day, 
and it was not as though he had lost a day by staying in town. 

A Juror: Would he have been entitled to charge his railway fare down 
to Halifax and back again, if he had gone home? 

The Foreman: If so, it would make bad worse. 

Baron BRAMWELL: No, I should say he would not. What I was thinking 
of is this: supposing a man has got to do a day’s work for you ; he isin 
town, and he has got a day’s work to do for youon Monday. Very well; 
he only does one day’s work, and then he charges for the expenses of his 
return home. How he is entitled to charge for the Sunday he remains in 
town I confess I cannot understand. 

The jury consulted for a few minutes and then returned a verdict for the 
plaintiff for 226 16s. 3d. beyond the sum paid into court, being the full 
amount of his account. 





GUILDHALL POLICE COURT. 
Fripay, Fes. 23. 
(Before Alderman Stone.) 
THE COMMISSIONERS OF SEWERS OF THE CITY OF LONDON U. THE GREAT 
CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY. 

Serjeant ATkinson and Mr. TinpAL ATKINSON appeared for the com- 
plainants; and Mr. CoLeripcg, Q.C., and Mr. BowEn for the defendants. 

The defendants in this case appeared to answer a summons granted 
against them by Alderman Lusk upor the following information :— 

London to wit. The information and complaint of Joseph Daw, the principal 
clerk to the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London, taken this 30th day of 








November, in the year of our Lord 1865, before the undersigned, one of the aldermen 
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of the City of London, sitting at the Guildhall justice room in the said City, and on® 


the Act, the amount of sulphur having at all times been more than 20 grains per 
100 cubic feet ; and the quantity of ammonia in the Chartered gas has also been 





of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace in and for the said City of London and the 
liberties thereof, who saith that the Great Central Gas Consumers Company of the 
City of London, being a gas company supplying gas within the limits of the Metro- 
“+ Gas Act, 1860, did, on the 21st day of November inst., supply common gas to 
the southern district of the City of London of less purity than, according to the 25th 
section of the said Act, it ought to be, in that the gas so.supplied by them contained 
more sulphur than is permitted by the said Act, against the Statute, &e. 
(Signed) Anprew Lusk. 
There were also summonses against the defendants for similar offences 
on the 20th, 22nd, 23rd, and following days to the 28th of November inclusive. 
| _ Serjeant Arkrxson, in opening the case, said this inquiry arose under the 
28rd and 24th Vict., c. 125, an Act with which probably the magistrate was 
familiar—the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860—and the clauses to which it would 
be necessary particularly to refer were the 19th, 25th, 26th, 27th, and 28th. 





| attention—viz., the 11th and 12th Vict., c. 163—the City Sewers Act, 1848 
| —the important sections of which, so far as this inquiry was concerned, 
were the 115th and 116th, and the 40th, the latter being the section under 
which the clerk of the commissioners was empowered to issue informations 
and summonses and to proceed against parties. B 
City of London was divided into three districts, and the Great Central Gas 
, Consumers Company was one of the great companies which had the com- 
| plete monopoly, with certain concessions to the public in those districts, 
| without competition. The magistrate would find, in the course of this in- 
uiry, that on the 23rd of November, 1864, a letter was written by Mr. 
aw, the clerk to the commissioners, addressed to the defendants, in the 
following terms:— 


London Sewers Office, Guildhall, Nov. 23, 1864. 
Sir,—I am directed by the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London, to 
inform the directors of your company that they will meet in the Guildhall of this 
City, on Tuesday, the 13th of December next, at half past twelve o’clock precisely, 
to receive proposals for the supply of gas to the public lamps for this City, for the 
term of one year, commencing Feb. 1, i365, and ending Jan.-31, 1866, addressed to 
the undersigned. 
Proposals are requested to be sent in by twelve o’clock on the day of the treaty. 
The terms and conditions for tendering are to be seen at the office of the surveyor 
to the commissioners on Monday next. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
R. Massey, Esq., Joseru Daw, Principal Clerk. 
Secretary, Great Central Gas Company. 


To that letter, Mr. Massey, the secretary of the company, replied on the 
12th of December, as follows :— 


Great Central Gas Consumers Company, 28, Coleman Street, E.C., 
. London, Dec. 12, 1864 
To the Honourable the Commissioners of Sewers. 
Gentlemen,—The directors of this company beg to offer to supply gas to the 

ee lamps in the southern division of the City of London for one year, from the 

st of February next, through burners consuming 3 cubic feet per hour, at £2 17s. 6d. 
per lamp; and through burners consuming 5 cubic feet per hour, at £4 13s. 6d. per 
lamp, subject to the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, together with an 
extra charge of 15s. per lamp for lighting, cleaning, and repairing the same. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Rosert Massey, Secretary. 

Subsequently there was an acceptance of this offer by the Commissioners 
of Sewers, and a contract was entered into between them and the defen- 
dants. It would now be necessary to call attention to an important letter 
which was addressed by Mr. Daw to the company on the 29th of July, 1862, 
which was as follows:— 


Sir,—I am directed by the Commissioners of Sewers for the City of London to 
acquaint you, for the information of the directors of the Great Central Gas Con- 
sumers Company, that at a recent conference between the General Purposes Com- 
mittee and the chairmen of the City, Chartered, and Great Central Gas Companies, 
upon the subject of fixing upon one central place where the gas of the said several 
companies may be tested, an arrangement was come to and agreed upon to the fol- 
lowing effect, and the same has been approved and adopted by the commissioners, 
so far as they are concerned, viz. :-— 

First, that a house or part of a house be taken for a testing-place, in which the 

of all the companies supplying the City shall be tested, and that the same shall 

at or near Aldgate, to which the mains of the four companies shall be brought. 

Second, that the cost of renting the same and of fitting it up with the needful 
apparatus, shall be defrayed in equal moieties, one by the commissioners and the 
other by the gas companies. 
Third, that the gas companies shall have free access, by any duly authorized per- 
sons, to witness Dr. Letheby’s experiments in testing their gas. 


The magistrate would find that this wasa "az important letter, because 
it had been acted upon in many instances. There was a postscript to it 
which asked for an official reply from the company notifying their acqui- 
escence in the arrangement, and on the 22nd September following a reply 
in these terms was forwarded :— 
Great Central Gas Consumers Company, 28, Coleman Street, E.C., 
London, Sept. 22, 1862. 

Sir,—Your letter under date 29th July last, detailing the arrangements proposed 
for testing the gases supplied to the City of London, has been laid before the board 
of directors of this company, and I am instructed on their part to assent to the 
provisions for that purpose therein contained. 

1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 
Joseph Daw, Esq. (For the Secretary) James Witp, Accountant. 


He would now direct attention toa letter from Mr. Daw to the defend- 
ants, on the 17th November, 1865, which would lead him at once to deal 
with the subjcct of the present complaint against them. 
. Sewers Office, Guildhall, Nov. 17, 1865. 
Sir,—In consequence of the continued failure of your company to supply gas within 
the City of London according to the requirements of the Act of Parliament (Metro- 
lis Gas Act, 1860,)as regards purity, I am directed by the Commissioners of 
wers of the City of London to inform you that Dr. Letheby, the appointed 
examiner of gas for the City, will attend at the testing-rooms, No. 37, Jewry Street, 
ldgate, every morning of the ensuing week, commencing on Monday, Nov. 20, at 
nine o’clock, to make experiments on the purity of the gas, in accordance with the 
Provisions of the aforesaid Act of Parliament, and that you are at liberty to sen « any 
competent person to witness the results of such experiments. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
R. Massey, Esq., Josrrn Daw, Principal Clerk. 
Secretary to and for the Great Central Gas Company. 
On the 22nd of November, 1865, another letter was sent to them, as follows :— 
2 Sewers Office, Guildhall, Nov. 22, 1865, 
Sir,—The Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London direct me to give you 
Notice that the chemical examiner of gas has reported to them, at their meeting 
Faterday, in the undermentioned terms, as to the quality of the gas supplied by the 
sreat Central Gas Company to this City, and to remind the company that they are 
a le to a penalty of £10 for every day after this notice during which the offence 
escribed by the chemical examiner of gas continues. 
R. I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 
x quinesey, Esq, j Josern Daw, Principal Clerk. 
a e illuminating power of the gas supplied to the City during the week has in 
ery case been above the standard of the Act of Parliament, the average power of 








| There was also another Act of Parliament to which he should have to call ! 


the former Act the | 


| the latter part of the section were important, viz.: “And each such gas} 


The complaint, therefore, under this summons was, that on Tuesday, the 
25th of November, 1865, the gas supplied by the defendants on bein; 
tested by Dr. Letheby in the most careful manner and in the most approv 
mode, was found to contain, not as required by the Metropolis Gas Act, 
less than 20 grains of sulphur per 100 cubic feet, but as much as 27°14 
or 7°14 grains in excess. 

Mr. CotertpGr: That is, there were 27 grains of sulphur in the quantity 
he tested. 

Serjeant Arkrnson said he must now call attention particularly to the | 
Statute 23 and 24 Vict., c. 125, and he remarked, at the outset, that the Act | 
throughout spoke of the “local authorities.” He was not aware that any | 
question would arise upon the words “local authorities,” but he thought it 
necessary to call attention to the fact that these words were used through- | 
| out, and to observe that should any objection be taken to the action of the | 

commissioners under those terms, he should be perfectly prepared to meet | 
it. The 25th section of that Act related to the quality of the gas to be | 
supplied. It was not necessary to trouble the magistrate by referring to 
the first part of tye section, because no complaint at all was made in| 
respect of the illuminating power of the company’s gas. But the words of | 





shall with respect to its purity be so far free from ammonia and sulphu- | 
retted hydrogen, that it shall not discolour either turmeric paper or paper | 
imbued with acetate or carbonate of lead, when those tests are exposed to | 
a current of gas issuing for one minute under a pressure of 5/10ths of an 
inch of water, and shall not contain more than 20 grains of sulphur in any 
form in 100 cubic feet of gas.” He would dismiss from this inquiry any- 
thing with regard to ammonia, because it formed no portion of the com- 
plaint. ‘The complaint was simply that they had — the City with 
gas containing more than 20 grains of sulphur, in one of the forms in which 
sulphur presented itself, in 100 cubic feet of gas. Then there was this 
provision in the section: “ Provided that any gas company and the local 
authorities of the district supplied by such company, shall be at liberty to 
agree upon any other or different test by which to ascertain the purity of the 
gas, or to vary the amounts of sulphur or ammonia in any form hereinbefore 
allowed, and thereupon the company shall be thenceforth liable to have the | 
purity of their gas tested in the manner so prescribed.” He did not think || 
that any question would arise out of that provision, for no attempt had been | | 
made by the company to alter the test or make any agreement with the || 
commissioners by which it had been altered in any way. Then came the || 
penalty clause, which was the 26th: “If the gas supplied by the gas com- 
pany be at any time of less illuminating power or of less purity than 
according to this Act it ought to be, the gas company shall for every such 
offence, on a summary conviction before a police magistrate, forfeit a sum 
not exceeding fifty pounds, and also in addition to that penalty, and whe- 
ther that penalty be recovered or not, a further sum of ten pounds for every 
day after notice in writing from the local authority during which the offence 
continues.” Then there was a provision here: “ Provided that such police 
magistrate shall not convict under this section if it shall be proved to his 
satisfaction that such defect of gas was occasioned by any unavoidable 
cause or accident.” He had already pointed attention to a date upon which 
the commissioners gave the company notice, and he would be prepared to}, 
rove it if necessary, though he was desired to conduct this case without / 
eeling or prejudice on the — of the Commissioners of Sewers, who, being 
entrusted, as they said, with the care of the public health in this important 
matter, desired only to see that the instructions of the Legislature for the 
protection of the public were carried out. If that was done, the commis- 
sioners were perfectly satisfied. With regard to the illuminating power of 
the gas, they have no cause of complaint on that head; but they did call 
upon the defendants, in consideration of the public health, to purify their 
gas in a manner they had not yet done, but which he was prepared to prove 
they could do in the easiest way in the world. The next section of the Act 
—27th—provided for the appointment by the local authority of an examiner 
of gas; and he called attention to that clause for this purpose, that it 
enacted that the local authority was to provide the testing machinery, 
and with the assent of the company to fix upon the place where the 
illuminating power of the gas should be tested, but there was no mention 
in it of any place where the purity of the gas should be tested. It 
might have been an omission on the part of the Legislature, but cer- 
tainly, looking at the language of the section, it did not appear to point to 
the particular place appointed for testing the illuminating power as the 
place where the purity should be tested. Probably it was in the mind of 
the Legislature that, so far as the illuminating power of the gas was con- 
cerned, as between the public and the producers, 1000 yards from the works 
was the proper distance for testing it; but that with regard to purity, 
that which was held in chemical suspension in the gas would be the same 
at 2000 or even 3000 yards distance. The 28th section defined the duties of 
the examiner, and the mode in which his report should be prepared for the 
local authority, and this, unless his friend desired it, he thought was the 
only remaining clause to which it was necessary to call attention, as bear- 
ing upon the matters in difference between the parties. The complaint, 
therefore, was this, that Dr. Letheby, who had been appointed under the 
Statute the examiner of gas for the City, did on the 21st of November, upon 
making a very elaborate and careful test, find, as he said, beyond the possi- 
bility of mistake, that there were 27°14 grains of sulphur in 100 cubic feet 
of gas supplied by the defendants, his tests being made in the form pre- 
scribed by the Statute, and such an excess of sulphur he would state was 
extremely prejudicial to the public health. With regard to sulphuretted 
hydrogen, which was one of the forms in which sulphur was present in 
gas, there was no difficulty in getting rid of it under the processes already 
adopted by the company; and with regard to another form, that of the 
bisulphide of carbon, which was essential to be removed, there was 
@ process patented by Mr. Bowditch, by which it could be completely got 
rid of, so that the public might be supplied with pure innocuous gas, con- 
taining nothing injurious to health and comfort. He (Serjeant ewe 
was informed that, in a close room, a sort of sulphurous acid was thrown o' 
by bad gas, which was extremely destructive to furniture and highly pre- 
judicial to health. It became, therefore, a matter of grave importance to 
the consumers of gas and to those who were entrusted with the care of the 
public health, that such an inquiry as the present should be instituted; and 
those whom he now represented would be perfectly satisfied with the de- 
cision at which the magistrate might arrive, after hearing the evidence that 
would be laid before him. 
Joseph Daw, Esq., examined by Mr, T. ArKrxson. 
Iam clerk to the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London, I 
produce the letters forming the contract between the company and the 
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pono 31, 1860. [These letters, and the others read by the learned 
counsel for the complainants, were put in and admitted. ] 

Cross-examined by Mr. CoLertpce: I am practically the secretary of 
the commissioners; “principal clerk” is the proper term. The Acts of 
Parliament which regulate the ings of the commissioners are the 
1lth & 12th Vict., c. 163, and an Act passed in 1861, but this latter, I think, 
will hardly affect their powers in relation to this question. 

Mr Coueripce said enough now appeared in evidence for him to found 
upon it several of the objections which he proposed to take. He would 
therefore state them at once, only premising that, in doing so, he was acting 
rather on bis own responsibility, because the gas company he represented 
were desirous to have the case heard upon its merits; but it appeared to 
him to be a matter of duty that he should take all proper and legal 
objections. He would observe at the beginning that this was an informa- 
tion laid by Mr. Joseph Daw, the clerk to the Commissioners of Sewers. 
Now, the Commissioners of Sewers were a body deriving authority from 
the Act 11 & 12 Vict., c. 163, and their powers to act in the name of their 
clerk were regulated by the 40th section of that Act. By that section it 
was enacted “ that it shall-be lawful for the commissioners, in the name of 
the commissioners, or of their clerk for the time being, to sue and be 
sued, and to prefer any bill of indictment or information, or take any other 
—- against any person who shall steal, take, or carry, away or wil- 
ully deface or injure any property, article, or thing belonging to the com- 
missioners; and in every such case it shall be sufficient to state generally 
the property, article, or thing in respect to which such proceeding shall 
have been taken to be the property of the commissioners, as described in 
this Act, without naming the individual commissioners; and no action or 
suit shall abate, or be discontinued, or require to be transferred by reason 
of the death of any commissioner, or by his ceasing to be a commissioner.’ 
That was the ordinary clause that was found in all those Acts which em- 
powered bodies of this kind to sue and be sued in the name of their clerk, 
and was enacted for the sake of convenience. There was a subsequent 
clause, the 230th, which bore upon the same subject, and was to this 
effect :—“ Be it enacted that, if any person against whom the commissioners 
may have any claim or demand shall beeome bankrupt or take the benefit 
of any Act for the relief of insolvent debtors, it shall be lawful for the clerk, 
in all proceedings, &c., to act in their behalf in all respects as if such claim 
or demand had been the claim or demand of the clerk and not of the com- 
missioners.” As far as he (Mr. Coleridge) knew, these were the only two 
clauses in the Statute which empowered the commissioners to act through 
their clerk. He *p ehended, therefore, that in such a case as the one now 
before the court, Mr. Daw was not the proper person to lay the informa- 
tion. In specific cases alone could the commissioners act in his name, and 
this was not one of those cases. The second objection he intended to raise 
was founded upon the interpretation clause of the Metropolis Gas Act, and 
related to the term “local authorities.” According to that clause the ex- 
pression, “local authority,” included the Metropolitan Board of Works, 
vestries, and district boards appointed under the Metropolis Local Manage- 
ment Act, 18 and 19 Vict., c. 120, and he submitted that the Commission of 
Sewers did not come under either of these denominations. 


Alderman Stone said he thought the learned counsel would find, by 
referring to the Metropolis Local Management Act, that the Commission of 
Sewers was the local authority for the City of London. 

Serjeant Arxinson said there was a case in the Common Pleas which 
settled that point. 


Mr. CotrrinceE said if that were so, of course there was an end to this 
objection, and he would proceed to urge a further point. By the 25th 
section of the Metropolis Gas Act, it was provided that “the quality of the 
common gas supplied by any gas company shall be, with respect to its illu- 
minating power at a distance as near as may be of 1000 yards from the 
works, such as to produce from an Argand burner having 15 holes and a 
seven-inch chimney, a light equal in intensity to the light produced by not 
less than 12 sperm candles of six to the pound, each burning 120 grains 
an hour ; and the quality of cannel gas supplied by any company shall, 
with respect to its illuminating power at the distance aforesaid, be such 
as to produce from a bat’s-wing or fish-tail burner consuming five feet 
of gas per hour a light equal in intensity to twenty such sperm candles, 

each such gas shall with respect to its purity be so far free from 
ammonia and sulphuretted hydrogen that it shall not discolour either 
turmeric paper or paper imbued with acetate or carbonate of lead, when 
those tests are exposed to a current of gas issuing for one minute under a 
pressure of five-tenths of an inch of water, and shall not contain more than 
twenty grains of sulphur in any form in one hundred cubic feet of gas.” 
His learned friend had very truly stated that the place where the gas sup- 
plied by the defendants was tested was more than 1000 yards from their 
works. He (Mr. Coleridge) believed it was more than 2000 yards distant; 
at all events, it was more than 1000, and that was enough for his purpose. 
Now, what he submitted to the magistrate was, that the whole of the 25th 
section he had just read was clearly intended to be read as incorporating in 
the latter part the description of the gas given in the first part, the cou- 
necting terms being “each such gas,” and therefore that the test of its 
purity,” as well as its illuminating power, must be applied at the distance 
of 1000 yards from the place where the gas was manufactured. The word 
“ quality,” at the commencement of the clause, included both power of light 
and freedom from impurity. It might be said, on the other side, that he 
had no right to take advantage of this —., even if it were a good one, 
because in 1862 the defendants agreed by the letter which had been 
read to concede the point. To this he replied that though it might 
be true that, when the commissioners were acting towards them in a 
friendly spirit, they y coatg that the quality of their gas should be ascer- 
tained at the place there mentioned, it was nevertheless open to them 
now that proceedings were taken against them im penans, to say that the 
consent which they had given disappeared in the presence of a criminal 
prosecution. They had a right to insist that if the commissioners intended 
to prosecute them for the recovery of penalties, they should have due 
notice, so that they might ‘iccide whether they would have the gas tested 
there, or would hold the commission to the strict terms of the Act of Par- 
liament. The defendants were fully justified in urging that though they 
were willing to have their gas tried in Jewry Street, when no prosecution 
was in view, they would not be bound by such an arrangement, when the 
commissioners sought to convict them before the public of supplying im- 
pure - Their consent in 1862 was not given for such a purpose, and, 
therefore, they were now at liberty to decline being bound —— arrange- 
ment, and to insist upon a strict compliance with the words of the Act. 
Then again, on referring to the 27th section, it would be found that it re- 
ferred to the appointment by the local authority of an examiner of gas, 
and provided that the local authority should provide all proper and suffi- 
eient apparatus, machinery, and instruments for testing the illuminating 





power and purity of the gas. It also provided that the gas company 


, should, “ within six months after the passing of this Act, cause to be 





erected in some convenient place as near as may be to 1000 yards 
from their works (such place, in case of dispute between the company 
and the loci authority, to be fixed by a police magistrate upon the) 
application of either party after hearing the parties thereon), an experi- 
mental meter furnished with a suitable burner capable of consuming 
five cubic feet of gas per hour with other necessary apparatus for 
testing the illuminating power of the gas.” This section, he contended, 
was important, as throwing a light upon what the defendants agreed to do. 
By this section, there was a power given to the local authority and the gas 
company to between themselves where the illuminating power should 
be tested; and the defendants, when they gave their consent to the arrange- 
ments in reference to Jewry Street, might reasonably have supposed 

the 27th section was in view. That section, as his learned friend had 
pointed out, cvefully limited the point at which the experimental meter 
was to be erected. The company had aright to suppose that they were 
dealing only with the question of the illuminating power of their gas, when 
they accepted the place fixed upon by the commissioners; and it might 
possibly be a very proper place for that purpose. But when they came to 
deal with the question of the = of the gas, and the possible importation 
of impurities. by its passage through the pipes, or from a number of other 
circumstances, he apprehended it was exceedingly material that the words 
of the Act of Parliament should be strictly followed, and that the test 
should be applied, as provided by the former section, “at a distance as near 
as may be of 1000 yards from the works.” He submitted, therefore, to the 
consideration of the magistrate these two points—first, that Mr. Daw was 
not empowered under the Sewers Act to become the informant in a case of 
this kind, and secondly, that the testing of the purity of the gas supplied 
by the defendants had not taken place at the place prescribed by the Act 
of Parliament. 

Serjeant Arkinson said he conceded the point to his learned friend that 
having a regard to a strict, compliance with the terms of the Statute, the 
gas had not been tested at the prescribed distance. He was not prepared, 
for one moment, to contend that the testing-place was within 1000 yards 
of the place where the gas was manufactured. But that, he submitted, | 
was not now the question. He would take, however, the other objection 
first—viz., that Mr. Daw was not the proper person to lay this information. 
This objection, he submitted, was got rid of by the 9th section of Jervis’ 
Act. That Act, which had been called by Mr. Justice Crompton, “a heal- 
ing Statute,” provided that where the parties were summoned and actually 
appeared before the magistrate (and his learned friend would not deny) 
that he now represented this important company), no objection should be, 
allowed on the ground of any alleged defect in the proceedings, either in 
substance or in form—even if it referred to a wrong description of the! 
person—and that if such defect existed, and there was any force in the) 
objection, the magistrate had power at once to amend the proceedings. | 
Prior to the passing of that Act there had been so much litigation and so} 
much obstruction to the course of justice, that the Legislature came in, | 
and by a broad, comprehensive, and as Mr. Justice Crompton said, “a! 
healing Statute,” gave full power to the magistrate, having the parties! 
before him, to treat them as if they had been properly summoned. That 
being so, whether Mr. Daw were the proper person or not was immaterial,| 
because if the objection had any force in it at all, it was cured by the, 
Statute he referred to. The right parties being present, it would be only} 
necessary for the magistrate to substitute the name of the commissioners) 
in the summons for the name of their clerk, Mr. Daw. A case had already) 
been decided in the Queen’s Bench which settled this point. In that case, 
a man was summoned by name, and not a company limited; the magistrate) 
took the view of the case which he (Serjeant Atkinson) now contended for, 
and the court held that the magistrate was right. But even without this} 
he apprehended that the Sewers Act, 1848, provided for the difficulty. By! 
the 40th section of that Act the clerk to the commissioners had power to 
issue any information on their behalf, and that being so, it was a sufficient), 
answer to his learned friend’s objection. 

Mr. Cotzrince said the power there given was to issue informations 
against persons guilty of stealing or injuring the property of the com- 
niissioners only. 

Alderman Stone: The word “ or,” in the section, must be taken ina 
conjunctive sense. 

Serjeant Arxixson: “To prefer any bill of indictment or information, 
&c.” He thought probably that might be the construction of the Statute. 
But he contended on broader grounds that by the 9th section of the 11 & 12 
Vict., c. 42, the magistrate having the — before him was almost bound to 
go on with the inquiry. The words of that section were, “ Provided always, 
that no objection shall be taken or allowed to any such summons or war- 
rant for any alleged defect therein, in substance or in form.” This, if 
anything, was an objection in substance, viz., that the party was not before 
the court as complainant who should be, and that the Commissioners of 
Sewers, as the local authority, should not have laid the information in the 
name of their clerk. If that was an objection in form, of course it failed 
utterly. “Or for any variance between it and the evidence adduced on the 
part of the prosecution before the justice or justices who shall take the 
examinations of the witnesses in that behalf as hereinafter mentioned ; 
but if any such variance shall appear to such justice or justices to be such 
that the party charged has been thereby deceived or misled, it shall be 
lawful for suc!: justice or justices, at the request of the party so charged, 
to adjourn the hearing of the case to some future day, &c.” 

Mr. CoLermpGeE: You need not put it as a variance. 

Serjeant ArKiNson: And there is no pretence for saying that there is 
anything misleading in the case. 

r. CoLERIDGE: I do not suggest that there is any. 

Serjeant ATKINSON said he apprehended that the gas company were pre- 
sent behind his learned friend, and were ane to show to the satisfaction 
of the public that they had not supplied the poisonous gas they were 
charged with supplying, but had been acting in conformity with the Act of 
Parliament. He would not, however, labour this part of the case, but pro- 
ceed to take up the second, which was the more important objection. His 
learned friend stated that the former part of the 25th section of the Metro- 
polis Gas Act was to be read as incorporating all that followed, and that 
the words “each such gas” must be taken to mean each such gas as is 
supplied at a specific point—viz., 1000 yards from the works. Upon this he 
argued that the commissioners were prevented from testing or complaining 
of the impurity of the gas supplied by the defendants at any other place 
than at a distance of 100@ yards from the manufactory. He (Se t At- 
kinson) submitted these words were merely directory; and that if the de- 
fendants, whose works were three miles from the City, for their own 
and convenience, chose, in alliance with the other companies s 
City, to fix the testing-place in the City, they were bound by that arrange- 
ment, and no person of common sense would suppose they were now ab 
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‘liberty to come forward and reply to this complaint that the gas had not , 
been tested according to the precise terms of the Act of Parliament. With 
reference to the 27th section of the Act, it was true that no place was 
‘there fixed for the purpose of testing the purity of the and he appre- 
hhended that it was sufficient to test it anywhere. The clause was enacted 
for the protection of the public health, and there being no provision in this 
section that the purity should be tested at the same place as the illumi- 
nating power, it would seem as though the Legislature was of opinion that 
it should be tested at any place where satisfactory evidence could be given 
that it was in the state which the complainants alleged it to be at the pre- 
sent moment. . . 

Alderman Sroyz asked whether the learned counsel could point him to 
the case which he had cited. . 

Serjeant ATKINSON said it was the case of Whittle v. Franklin (81 Law 
Journal, new series, magistrates pe The information in that case 
differed from the evidence, and it was held by the court that the variance 
was cured by the 11 and 12 Vic.,c. 41. There it was argued that an in- 
corporated company should be before the court instead of individual mem- 
bers of it. They were it was said different parties altogether, and it was 
the incorporated company who was the real prosecutor. The magistrate 
took the view he had just stated, and the Court of Queen’s Bench upheld 
his decision. : 

Mr. CoLeRmncg, in reply, said he would deal with the last question first, 
and should submit that the case just cited was of no authority at all; it 
decided nothing, so far as the present inquiry was concerned. There was 
no doubt that, when the right parties were before the court, and were im- 

roperly described, the magistrate might alter the description; but his ob- 
Jection referred to nothing of that kind. His objection was that the right 
persons were not now before the court. The Commissioners of Sewers by 
a special clause in their Act were empowered in certain cases to act through 
their clerk, but this was not one of those cases. They had not in this in- 
stance taken the necessary steps to enable a corporation to act, and there- 
fore they were not properly before the court. He preety agreed with his 
learned friend that if the right persons were here the magistrate could alter 
any misdescription in the summons or information—for instance, if the de- 
fendants, the Great Central Company, had been described as a company 
limited, and yet it was meant to hit this company, and they appeared to the 
summons, the magistrate could immediately alter the description. That 
was the meaning of curing a variance; the section meant no more, and the 
decided case proved no more. His learned friend in the statement he had 
made had stated what was perfectly true and right, but it was no answer 
to his objection. With reference to the next point—viz., whether the Com- 
missioners of Sewers were the “local authority "—he had been looking at 
the Metropolis Local Management Act, with the provisions of which the 
worthy alderman was no doubt better acquainted than he was:— 
Alderman Stone: I need not trouble you, Mr. Coleridge, to go into that. 
Your first objection, I think, is a fatal one. I must say that nnder the 
Sewers Act, 1848, I am afraid these proceedings are improperly taken out, 
and I do not see that the error is in any way cured by the provision in 
Jervis’s Act. Iam afraid the objection is fatal, fur I cannot say that the 
right parties are before the court. 
Serjeant ATKinson: Will you réserve a case? I feel it is very important 
to have it decided whether the right parties are before you. 
Alderman Stone: It is a preliminary objection. The information de- 
scribes Mr. Joseph Daw as clerk to the Commissioners of Sewers; but the 
summons merely says “ Joseph Daw,” as though he summoned on his own 
authority and for his own . 
Serjeant ATKINSON : Under a public Act, any one can take out a summons. 
Alderman Stone: Yes; but this is rather a different thing from that. 
Mr. Martin (clerk): It is the local authorities who prefer this information. 
Serjeant Arkryson: And there is nothing to prevent me, if I am a con- 
sumer of gas, from laying an information. 
Alderman Srone: If you were a consumer, you might be the party to 
sue; but the question now is whether we have the right parties before us; 4 
and an objection on that point being taken, I am afraid I must decide that 
we have not. The Act of Parliament defines and restricts it. 
Serjeant ATKrnson: Of course we are bound by the decision of the ma- 
gistrate. I merely put it to you that the parties being here you have the 
power to amend. 
Alderman Srone: If you require a case, it will be my duty to grant it. 
Serjeant Arkinson: Look at our difficulty. We have 90 commissioners, 
and we are not a corporate » 
Mr. Cotenines: I think it right to say that I have taken this objection 
entirely on my own responsibility, and I take it because I feel tnat the de- 
fendants have done everything in their power to meet the views of the 
commissioners. 
Serjeant Arxrxson: No, pray do not say that. 
Mr. CotertpGe: I take this objection as I should do one under the 
Statute of Limitation. I think if is a harsh prosecution, and I have aright 
to defeat it if I can. 
Serjeant Atkinson: If we had gone into the inquiry, I should have 
shown that we have a complete case. 
Mr. CoterIpGE: No doubt you think so. 
Serjeant Arxinson: The public are being poisoned. (Laughter.) 
Alderman Stone: I am afraid, the objection having been taken, that I 
cannot go into the merits of the question. If you ask for a case, there is 
no — to your taking it. I feel myself that it is impossible to 
proceed. 
Mr. Martin: You see there is a variance between the summons and the 





‘}} Company wus held on T 


information which has never been amended. 

Alderman Srone: The summons simply describes the complainant as 
“Joseph Daw.” 

Serjeant ATkinson: We have got three days to decide about a case; we 
need not decide it at the present moment. 

The summons was then dismissed. 








Miscellaneous News. 


RATCLIFF GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 
The Ordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Shareholders of this 
, Feb..27, at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate 
-» in the chair. 
vertisement calling the meeting, affixed the 





Street—SamugL FoucEr, 
The SzcreTary read the 





}}©orporate seal of the company to the register of proprietors, and read the 


following report and profit and loss account: — 


During the past six months the works have been maintained in an efficient state 
of ordinary repair. 

The directors have now to inform the shareholders that the increasing demand for 
gas requires an immediate extension of plant, and, having been able to purchase two 
more freehold houses in Ship Street—contiguous to the factory, whose site adjoined, 
and now forms part of the company’s land alone available for such a purpose—the 
have entered into a contract for the erection of another telescopic holder, which will 
greatly ee the manufacture and distribution of gas at 
provide the 
extraordinary meeting of shareholders, convened for that papem. 

At this moment contractors are engaged in the erection of a steam-lift upon the 
water-side premises recently acquired by this company, with the consent of all 
necessary parties, but subject to certain terms; and the directors expect to effect 
thereby economy in labour, and a saving in the charges attendant upon coal and 
other materials. 

The various bills before Parliament affecting gas companies have already received 
the serious attention of your directors, who are prepared to act as they may be 
advised for the protection of your interests. 

The accounts, which have been duly audited, enable the directors to recommend 
that a dividend upon the paid-up capital of the company, after the rate of £5 per 
centum, for the half year ended Dec. 31, 1865, with 4d. per share on account of divi- 
dend arrears, making together 20s. per share, free of income-tax, be now declared, 
payable in one warrant on and after the 10th day of April next. 

The retiring directors, Samuel soa. Henry Baddeley, and Joseph Henry 
Goodhart, Esqrs., and the retiring auditor, Charles Thomas Taylor, Esq., being 
eligible for re-election, offer themselves accordingly. 


Dr. Trade Account, for the Six Months ended December 31, 1865. Cr. 


‘0 
To Directorsallowances . . .£400 © 0) By Gas-rental -£13,822 19 9 
Salary of secretary and clerks 379 0 0 Less bad debts and 








Collectors commission and pay 123 19 0| allowances , 46 16 
Rent, rates, and taxesofoffices 31 6 8 ———_—— 
Stationery, printing, and gene- 18,776 18 3 
ralcharges. . . .:. . 28118 8| Public lighting and 
Paymenttoauditors . . . 1515 0} under contracts . 2,060 13 11 
Coals, imeluding carriage, Rental of meters. 8 
Gam, Ge »« «0 © « ome 7 Sale of old materials 118 17 10) 
Purifying materia! ° - 229 2 6 Coke . 3,597 13 4 
Supervision and labour . 3,448 10 11 Breeze . . e 163 9 11) 
Tools and other implements . 144 18 1 ee 522 19 9} 
Ordinary repair and mainte- Ammoniacal liquid 86 12 6 


nance of premises . . . Miscellaneous receipts 45 14 1 
Rents, rates, and taxes of ma- 

puetery.. © « » © « 
Distribution—ordinary repair 

and maintenance. . . . 6617 11 
Interests on borrowed capital, 134 7 2 
Net profit. . . . . . . 4,685 10 3 


£20,378 0 3) £20,378 0 3 

The CHAIRMAN said: Gentlemen, it becomes my duty to move the recep- 
tion and adoption of the report and accounts which you have just heard read. 
Before, however, I ask you to agree to a motion to that effect, I must occupy 
your time with a few remarks which appear to be suggested by the various 
matters we thought it necessary to call your attention to. In the first para- 
graph of our report we are happy to tell you that we have an increasing de- 
mand for gas, and, considering the isolated and circumscribed district we 
light, that is a matter of congratulation to all of us. We are sanguine 
enough to believe that that demand must still further increase, and it is to 
meet that requirement that the directors, through myself, will have to call 
your attention to a further increase of capital. We have next told you that 
a coal-lift is in progress of erection. That is a subject which has often been 
discussed at our board as a great desideratum in any gas-works, but the 
tenure of our holding hitherto bas precluded our carrying it out. It is now 
in progress, and no doubt by it we shall effect a great saving in labour, and 
we are sanguine enough to believe that that saving will be something con- 
siderable. fe is the more incumbent upon us to do that now, for two reasons : 
First, we are most anxious, and shall do all we can to maintain your dividend 
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which will necessarily be made upon us, as upon all other metropolitan com- |’ 
panies, when we make a reduction to the consumers in the price of gas. 
Our consumers, we have every reason to believe, are exceedingly well satistied. 
We have been waited upon by a deputation, whom we met in the most 
friendly spirit, and, after the discussion which took place, I believe they went 
away perfectly satisfied that there was an earnest desire on the part of the 
directors to meet their wishes as soon as possible. We have also called your 
attention to the bills before Parliament. I thought we had done with Par- 
liament, but it appears that we are still open to attack. Three bills are now 
before the Legislature which interest gas companies more or less. One, I 
think, is called the London Railways Bill. 
Mr. Goopuart: That is thrown out. 
The CuarnMAN: My friend Mr. Goodhart reminds me that that bill is 
thrown out upon the Standing Orders, so there is an end of that. The 
Metropolis Gas Amendment Bill, if not thrown out upon Standing Orders, 
we hope will be thrown out in some other way. These two bills, we believe 
are promoted by parties irrespective of any arrangement whatever with the 
boards whom they profess to represent; and it does seem to mea most extra- 
ordinary thing that avy person should haye the power of promoting bills in 
Parliament professing to represent, but not actually representing, those for 
whom they seem to act. The only effect of which must be to put the com- 
panies to unfair and unnecessary expense. Those two bills do not, I think, 
affect us very much. The other billis the City Corporation Bill. That affects 
us to this extent, they ask powers to lay down mains through our district. 
I should be very sorry to say anything disrespectful of the City Corporation ; 
but I do not think from what we have seen that they feel very friendly 
towards gas companies generally. I must except my honourable friend Mr. 
Kelday as one of them, because we should have no difficulty about it if he 
alone composed the corporation. I must remind you that the City Corpora- 
tion Bill, if passed, would be virtually a repeal of the Metropolis Gas Act 
which was passed in 1860, and we have therefore felt it our duty to act in 
unison with other companies to get rid of it. If any faith is to be placed in 
Parliament I cannot think after the protracted inquiry which took place in 
1860, when every matter was gone into, that Parliament will disturb th, 
existing state of things where nothing has been done to warrant such a pro_ 
ceeding. Now I come to the most satisf part of our report, and that i, 
with reference to the dividend. I am very glad that we are enabled to offe 
you a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum. I may tell you that 
we are free from complaints in our district. Our gas is maintained by our 
engineer above the maximum illuminating power required by the Act of 
Parliament, which is not only vouched by his report but is certified by the 
inspectors appointed by the local boards for that purpose, and therefore there 
is no doubt we are doing all that we cnvaupuised todo. I do not know that 
there is any other matter —- comment from me, but I shall be happy 
to reply to any questions which proprietors may desire to put to me, und 
conclude by moving—* That the report and accounts now read be received, 





The directors have much pleasure in presenting their report and accounts fur the 
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adopted, and entered on the minutes.” 
r. GOODHART seconded the motion. 
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Mr. Prrr inquired whether the rental has been lessened by the purchase 
which the company had made of the freehold of the property. 

The Szcrerary replied that the item “rents, rates, and taxes” showed a 
decrease on the half year of something like £59, Of course no rent was-pay- 
able on what had been made freehold. 

Mr. Kexpay asked what would be the proportion of expense that the 
company would be called upon to pay with regard to the bills in Par- 
liament, 

The CuarnmaNn: We shall pay according to our rental. 

Mr. Ketpay said the corporation gas bill requiring nothing more than 
power to pass through the district would do the company no harm, although, 
of course, there might be collateral issues. He should be anxious, when 
there was noimmediate prospect of the bill doing harm, that the expense 
incurred should be in some degree regulated by the risk which was run. 

Mr. GoopuartT said when once the corporation got the pipes in the dis- 
trict, they might tap them. 

Mr. Keipay observed that that was a mistake, because there was no 
power asked for for that purpose. It should be understood that the corpora- 
tion were not setting themselves up as gas-makers or gas-sellers. ey 
were not voluntarily entering into the matter, but their constituents were 
pressing them, and nobody else but their constituents, and they were com- 
lied to take the course they were now taking to satisfy those constituents, 

use the Great Central Gas Company, when it obtained powers to come 
into the City of London, — itself to do certain things which it had not 
fulfilled. It had departed from its pledges, and therefore the corporation of 
the City of London, at the instigation of the inhabitants, were taking action 
by no means with the intention of invading any other district, or doing any- 
ing else than serving those whom they represented. 

Mr. Henry BappeEey asked if they intended to go into the county of 

Middlesex. 

m.. ‘pared said {they would do nothing but counteract the Great 
tral. 

Mr. Nurrer was happy to find that they had still an increased demand 
for gas. He would call attention to the investigations which were going on 
in chemistry to find out some other means of artificial light. They were 
well aware that some two or three years ago he alluded to the subject, and 
said they had electric, photogenic, and magnesium light, the latter of which 
was said to be very superior to almost all other lights, and so much so that 
it was used by surgeons when 7 wished to inspect some viscera, or cut up 
a human subject; and he hoped the magnesium light would not tend to cut 
them up asacompany. More recently they had a patent from Mr. Baggs, 
in which he produced gas from the decomposition of water in connexion with 
iron, the iron of which was to be re-oxygenized, and would serve over and 
over again; and it was contended that this would be a very great economy. 
If anything should be discovered which would in any way require a smaller 
amount of premises to manufacture gas, it was no doubt worthy of being 
taken into consideration at a time when they were seeking to increase their 
plant. The chemists had not, at present, arrived at a gas which should be 
intermittent, and therefore there was nothing else to be done at the present 
time than to increase the plant as a. 

The resolution for the adoption of the report was then put and carried 
unanimously, 

The CHAIRMAN proposed the resolution authorizing the payment of a 
dividend of 20s. per share, free of income-tax, payable on the 10th day of 
April next, and explained that the delay in the payment of the dividend 
was in conseqnence of a suggestion made by the shareholders at the last 
meeting, that it would be better to defer that payment, and so avoid bor- 
rowing money for the purpose from the bankers, 

Mr. Prrr supposed there would now be no necessity to seek assistance 
from the bankers, 

The CHArrMAN said he had reason to believe not, and was quite sure that 
the company need not if consumers paid promptly for their gas as they 
ought to do. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Witson, the retiring directors were unanimously 
re-elected. 

The CuarRMan, in acknowledging the vote, said he entered that day upon 
his twenty-second year in the service of the company. He had a great 
interest in it, hereditary as well as pecuniary, as his late father was chair- 
man some years before his death, and he should continue to give his best 
services to it. 

Mr. H. Bappexry thanked the meeting most sincerely for the great 
honour which they had once more conferred upon him. He had been a 
director for the last quarter of a century, and if his life was spared he hoped 
to come before them on many future occasions. 

Mr. GoopHart returned his best thanks for his re-election, and stated 
that he had taken a great interest in the company, which increased, and he 
was quite sure, from the unanimity which prevailed at the board, it would 
bring about profitable results. 

Mr. WaLMISLEY moved the re-election of Mr. Taylor as auditor, and 
complimented that gentleman upon the efficient manner in which he dis- 
charged his duties. 

Mr. Kewpay seconded the motion, which was unanimously carried. 

Mr. Tay.or briefly acknowledged the vote. 

Mr. Kexpay said he had — great pleasure in asking the meeting to 

ee to a vote of thanks to the directors for the manner in which they had 

discharged their duty during the past year. The shareholders satisfaction 
had already been expressed by the unanimity with which they had re-elected 
the larger proportion of the directors, and it was very evident that if they 
could be so satisfied with the manner in which’ the three gentlemen re- 
elected discharged their duties, it only shadowed forth what had been told 
them of the unanimity which prevailed amongst the board. He had ven- 
tured to say a few words, and was glad that he had the opportunity 
of assuring the meeting that the City of London had no antagonistic 
feeling with respect to that company, or to any other company, except 
those who had already been guilty of a breach of faith no one would 
be prepared to justify. He only introduced the subject because he knew 
that when companies or individuals entered upon liamentary con- 
tests, sometimes they led to very serious expenses; and they had all met 
that day under such gratifying circumstances that he was sure they would 
not like any reverse as regards the amount of the dividend which they re- 
ceived if they found it arose from entering upon parliamentary contests in 
which they were really not concerned; because he hoped it would not be 


|found that there was any desire to invade their territory or inflict injury 


upon them. He trusted they would not be involved in unnecessary expense ; 
and the directors had already shown on so many previous occasions their 
beneficial exertions for the satisfaction of the shareholders, and they had so 








frequently received thanks, that he was sure the result of that day’s report 


| was such as to entitle them to acontinuation of them. It afforded him great 
|pleasure to move that the thanks of the meeting be given to the directors for 


‘| mensely, and that was the engineer. He was one of the most important 


‘ to be a prevailing feeling in the corporation to become vendors of articles 





their attention to the interests of the shareholders and the management of | | 
the business of the company during the past half year. 

Mr. NuTrer seconded the mye pry was unanimously carried. 

The CHAIRMAN, on his own be and his brother directors, thanked the 
meeting very kindly for the vote of confidence which had just been potest 
and Mr. Kelday for the very eloquent and kind manner in which he had 
introduced it. He was glad that Mr. Kelday had called attention to the 
subject, and to hear that the corporation as a body were very friendly to- 
wards gas companies, Although they were not disposed to put the company 
to any expense, they felt bound in honour to act in harmony with the other 
metropolitan companies. 

Mr. Prrr said notwithstanding what had fallen from Mr. Kelday with re- 
gard to the intention of the corporation in passing through the district with 
their pipes, he felt very jealous, because with the mains once there, there 
might be a very strong inducement to tap them, in order to supply gas toa 
portion of their customers. He thought they ought to be watched with great 
vigilance, because if they got into the district, they would invite persons to 
say, ‘Come and supply us;” and very probably the answer would be that 
they could do it cheaper than the Ratcliff Company. Mr. Kelday had said 
that they had no intention of doing so; but if they once got there, what was 
to prevent them supplying the customers of the Ratcliff Company en route? 
There might be a friendly disposition on the part of the corporation towards 
the company ; but he did not think it was perfectly genuine. There seemed 


which they ought to leave alone. He thought they were interfering with 
commercial business, which it would better become them to abstain from. 
They were entering into arrangements for the purpose of manufacturing and 
supplying fee and they might as well go into any other trade in the City of 
London. He was afraid there was “‘much looming in the distance,”’ and there- 
fore he did not think they ought to consider very greatly the amount of ex- 
pense which they would be put to, because every gentleman would be glad 
to provide his pro raté share of that expense with a view to self-defence 
against an invasion of their rights. 

Mr. Ketpay said, although the conversation was very irregular, he might 
be allowed to say that he had a very considerable stake in the company, as 
well as being a representative of the corporation, and what he had stated he 
had stated from his knowledge of the circumstances, as well as from his 
interest in the Ratcliff Gas Company. The corporation of London, in coming 
through the district, only did so by accident. They had purchased a piece of 
land down the river, and the only access to it was through this district. 
There was no desire to invade it, nor would the citizens of London permit 
that the corporation of London should become dealers in gas, but only for 
the purpose of counteracting a breach of faith which had been committed, 
and satisfying those who resided within the limits of the City of London. 

Mr. Nurrer proposed a vote of thanks to the secretary, who, he said, did 
not leave a stone unturned ; and he believed there was not a black diamond 
that came into their premises which did not ultimately shine in their divi- 
dends. The secretary was so assiduous in his duties that no books in any 
merchant’s counting-house were kept better than those of the company; and 
~ -— sure the proprietors would be ready to tender to Mr. Baddeley their 
thanks. 

Mr. Pappon seconded the motion, which was unanimously carried. 

The Secretary, in acknowledgment, returned his sincere thanks for the 
honour conferred upon him, and assured the proprietors that, as his services || 
had been devoted to the company, so they would be so long as he continued 
to the confidence of the board and the shareholders generally. 

r. F. J. Woop 4 a vote of thanks to the auditors, which, having 
been seconded by Mr. Norgis, was unanimously carried. 

Mr. FarrciouGH acknowledged the vote, and said he had great pleasure 
in testifying to the able manner in which the accounts were kept. Every 
entry and every casting had been gone through, from the cash-book to the 
balance-sheet, by himself and his colleague. 

Mr. Ta¥Lor also responded, and endorsed the statement of Mr. Fairclough. 

Mr. Pirt said they had a most efficient officer, upon whom they relied im- 


officers of the company, and he should very much regret if he were passed 
over. He should, therefore, submit a motion to the effect that the best 
thanks of the meeting were due and tendered to their indefatigable engineer. 
The resolution, having been seconded, was unanimously carried. 
The meeting then separated. 


WESTERN GAS COMPANY. 

An Extraordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Proprietors of this || 
Company was held on Thursday last, March 1, at the Offices of the Company 
—F. W. RussEx1, me M.P., in the chair. 

The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting, and the following 
report :— 

The directors, in a to the meeting the audited statements of revenue 
and profit and loss for the half year ended Dec. 31, 1865, have to report that, not- 
withstanding the reduction made in the price of the company’s gas and an increaee 
in the price paid for cannel, the available balance, with the surplus of £277 0s. 8d. 
brought from the last account, amounts to £15,551 7s. 7d. 

The directors, therefore, recommend the declaration of a dividend (less income- 
tax) of 10s. per A share (fully paid); 5s. per new B share (£5 paid); and 3s. per C 
share (£3 paid); being at the rate of £10 percent. per annum on the amount received 
on those shares, including the last call (£10,000) on class C. After payment of this 
dividend, and of interest, at £5 per cent. per annum, on the deposits on the class D 
shares (which will be entitled to dividend on the next distribution of profits), a 
surplus will be carried forward of £1384 14s, 3d. 


The CuarRMAN said: Gentlemen, I have to congratulate you again on the 
favourable appearance which, under all the circumstances, the state of the 
company presents to you. If you compare the revenue account this half 

ear with the corresponding half of last year, you will find that there is no 
ess a sum than £9000 against us, arising from the reduction in the price of 
gas. There has, at the same time, been an increase in the price of coal, 
making a difference of over £1100. The two together make £10,000 against 
the company. But — we have had a very unfavourable season, which 
did not admit of a very large consumption of gas, we are able to pay you 
your 10 per cent. and carry over a very respectable balance. Of course our 
object—because it is good policy—is to reduce the price of gas as speedily as 
possible. At the same time we must take our steps carefully, for I do not 
consider the dividend you receive is an unreasonable one, bearing in mind 
the risk with which gas manufacture is attended, and with that greater 
risk which it is now ome oy by law to cast on the gas companies. We 
are also to bear in mind that we have expended a very large sum on our 
works in the erection of a very noble retort-house, which has not yet been 
in use, though we have to pay interest on the cost of construction. That 
will dily be brought into action, and then, I think, we shall have as 
_ * ete works as any company can have. We shall also have to attend 
to the increased consumption: we find that our original calculation does 
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not meet the existing wants. We discover that the mains we have laid 
down, which we thought at the time were ample and sufficient, are now 
beginning to show their want of capacity; because we know very well that, 
f we work at a high pressure, there is always a very great strain thrown on 
to the joints of the main, and, consequently, a great increase of leakage. 
We expect that the new mains will save the pressure, and thus be recouped 
the expense of laying. No doubt we bear complaints from various persons ; 
but it 1s very easy to get up a complaint which does not rest on any kind of 
authority or absolute trial. The best proof that all these complaints are 
vague is that we never hear of parties availing themselves of the powers 
which the Act of 1860 gives. Instead of that, people indulge in a wild, 
senseless outcry, for which there is really no foundation whatever. I 


|believe that the great body of the respectable consumers are quite satis- 


fied. Complaints ought to be rested on facts, and not on mere supposi- 
tion. I have very great oom in announcing the dividend which we 
recommended to-day, and I hope that we shall long continue in our present 
state of prosperity. Our attention has been directed most urgently to the 

roceedings that are before Parliament. The corporation of the City of 

ondon, who ought to be the very last persons to do so, are introducing a 
bill, and I was canvassed in the lobby of the House, by one of the aldermen 
of the City of London, to assist and support the corporation in the attack 
which he said was made upon them by the Metropolitan Board of Works. 
My reply was: ‘* How can you expect to get assistance from any person 
connected as I am with a gas company? You are the last persons in the 
world to take a hostile position, because your own armour is not so free from 
faults that an opening may not be found in it; and still you are calling 
upon us to assist you. I must decline to have anything to say to those who 
are attacking gascompanies.” Under these circumstances, I think the cor- 
poration are very unwise. What will be the consequence of casting aside 
this bill of the City? Every one of us is occasionally obliged to go into the 
City, and we know perfectly well the difficulty of getting there. One great 


by companies competing for supply, especially in the City of London ; but if 
the bill were to pass, the result would be that every day, especially about 
quarter-day, the canvassers of each company would be drawing away cus- 
tomers, and I should like to know what state Cheapside would be in. Bad 
as the City is now, it would be ten times worse then. I believe that the Act 
of 1860 is one of the most valuable, both to the gas companies and to the 
public at large. I now move—“ That the report and statement of accounts 
now read be received and adopted.” 

Mr. Licntiy Smpzon : I beg to second the motion. 

_ A PROPRIETOR expressed a hope that the chairman would use his influence 
in Parliament to prevent the passing of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN said they were going to the Home Secretary on Saturday 
by a deputation. 

Mr. R. A. Gray said every one must be highly gratified at the statement 
which the chairman had made. If the public would only be satisfied, the reduc- 
tion in the price of gas must necessarily take place in consequence of increased 
consumption; but if gas companies were subjected to very heavy expenses in 
Parliament, the result must be that the lowering of the price would be for a 
time deferred. It was inconceivable to him that the corporation of the City of 
London should apply to Parliament to make use of trust property to doa 
great private injury. If the gas companies were so circumstanced that they 
were incapable of supplying all that was required of them, there would be 
some pretext for the —— ; but he should even then say, if parties in 
London are so anxious 
an undertaking, and not use that of the corporation. It was stated that 
£500,000 would be sufficient for the purpose, but he would undertake to say 
that they would require £800,000 to enable them to carry it out; and thus 
the property of the City of London was to be hypothecated for £800,000. It 
was said that money would be borrowed at 4} per cent.; but he denied it. 
Supposing that all their beautiful calculations should fail, and instead of 
profit resulting from the undertaking, there should be a loss; upon whom 
would that loss fall? Why, upon the corporation of the City of London. 
Could they believe that any corporation having a regard for their own cha- 
racter would undertake such a business? They had vilified parties most 
shamefully. He maintained that F saeapeagy connected with gas companies 
were as honourable as the Lord Mayor or any of the corporation. But it 
suited the wardmotes to speak disparagingly of the company on very vague 
grounds, They said the light was bad and the quantity insufficient. He 
contended that the light supplied to the citizens of London was in conformity 
with the provisions in the Act of Parliament. They had an inspector of 
their own appointed by themselves, and he had stated generally, though lat- 
terly his reports were not so favourable, that the gas supply was in excess of 
that required, to the extent of 16 per cent. He did not know whether 
gentlemen present knew the number of — who attended the wardmotes, 
but they were not 20 or 30 percent. Many of the wardmotes described as 
representing the City of London had very few attending them ; and the out- 
ery had been raised by a few people who wanted notoriety. Some of them 
certainly had already acquired notoriety by going into the London Gazette. 
If they were men of any modest feeling, that ought to induce them not to 
= themselves before the public. When a man was doing him an injustice, 

e naturally inquired into his antecedents; and when he found him unde- 
serving of credit, though he might impose upon others, he could not impose 
upon him. They were much indebted to the chairman for the protection 
which he had given to gas companies; and it was the bounden duty of 
everybody who had any property to protect to co-operate in opposing the 
corporation’s rascally bill. Ata recent meeting the Lord Mayor said that the 
gas was not good in quality and was insufficient in —— His company 
had supplied the Mansion House for years past, an 
complaint. Therefore, if the Lord Mayor had satisfied his mind that the 
statement was true, he might have done the company the justice to say that, 
at all events until lately, they had not discovered any insufficient supply or 
any defect in the quality of the gas. He was sorry to say that a great many 
of the aldermen were under the influence of their wardmotes, ont they pan- 
dered to their prejudice of a desire of maintaining their popularity.’ He con- 
sidered that was an improper course for any man to adopt. He would rather 
be no alderman if he could only maintain his position by conceding that 
which ought to be withheld. Having long been connected with different gas 
companies, and feeling, as all men ought, deeply annoyed when blame was 
imputed, he had ventured to make these remarks. He trusted that on 

uesday they would have an _o- of getting rid of the corporation for 
some years to come, and he did sincerely hope there would be a strong ex- 
Pression of indignation on the part of some of the members which he hoped 
Would deter them in future. They were all interested in the same object, 
which was to do justice to the public, and not forget that justice which they 
owed to each other; and he hoped that the present would be the last agita- 
tion they would see. 

The CHAIRMAN said he ought to state that the worthy alderman who spoke 
to him in the lobby added that the bill of the corporation would be thrown 





or cheap gas, let them embark their own property in’ 





advantage given to the public is that the streets are not constantly broken up | 


out, and the alderman assured him that it was not the action of the corpora- 
tion, but of the wardmotes, who were pressing on the Common Councilmen 
to bring about the present state of things. : 

A Proprietor said that as the chairman had referred to complaints made 
about the gas, he might say that he believed many of them were made 
honestly but ignorantly. The great body of the consumers knew nothing 
about gas. The chairman had stated that it was a very important thing to 
have large mains, and no doubt it was, but it was equally important to have 
very clear tubes through which the gas should be burned. Many of his neigh- 
bours had been complaining to him of the gas, but he had pointed out to 
them that their burners were completely choked up, and the surprise to him 
was that they got any combustion at all. After their burners were looked to 
the defect was easily remedied. He thought it would be well if their in- 
spectors should now and then impress upon their customers the necessity of 
paying attention to the instruments through which they were burning the 


gas. 

The CHAIRMAN said there was a good deal of jealousy on the part of con- 
sumers and fitters, and there were difficulties in the way. But the honour- 
able proprietor was perfectly correct in saying that a great deal of the fault 
arose from not looking after the internal arrangements of the house. In 
large establishments complaints had been made, but when the company 
sent to those establishments it was found to arise from faults over which the 
company could not possibly have any control, and when this was pointed out 
the complainers were perfectly satisfied. 

Mr. Drake said that occasionally he had had an insufficient quantity of 
light for the purpose of carrying on his business. 

The CHArRMAN replied that in all companies it would sometimes happen 
from an accident, which no human foresight could control, that the supply 
would be for a short time insufficient in quantity. But it was soon remedied, 
and the company were making alterations which would render any com- 
plaints of the kind wholly impossible for the future. 

The motion for the adoption of the report then passed unanimously. - 

The following resolution was also put—‘‘ That on the recommendation of 


| the board of directors a dividend, less income-tax, be and the same is hereby 








declared, of 10s. per A share, 5s. per new B share, and 3s. per C share, to be 
paid to the shareholders now oe on the company’s register. 

Mr. Box suggested that the dividend warrant should be in the same form 
as those which were sent out by the Phonix Gas Company, showing the 
dividend arising upon each class of the capital of the company. 

The CuainMAn said that the matter to which Mr. Box had called atten- 
tion was one of detail and that the information which the honourable pro- 

rietor wanted could easily be obtained by every one who knew what shares 
c held in the company. At the same time it should receive the atteption 
of the board. : 

Mr. Box said he was perfectly satisfied with the statement which the 
chairman had made, because he knew that when he said a thing he meant it, 
which was more than he could say for everybody. , 

On the motion of Mr. R. A. GRAY, a cordial vote of thanks was unanimously 
~— to the chairman and board of directors, and the proceedings were 

rought to a termination. 





WOLVERHAMPTON GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held on Tuesday, the 
27th ult., at the Works, in Horsley Fields, when there were present, 
amongst others, Mr. JosepH Cooper, chairman ; Messrs. G. Cox, H. Ward, 
T. Wood, H. W. Owen, B. Savage, W. Savage, R. Shelton, T. Ward (Tet- 
tenhall Wood), T. S. Simkiss,S. Loveridge,J. Blackburn (Walsall), B. Smith, 
auditor, and J. Annan, the company’s engineer. d 

Mr. Homer (the secretary) read the following report of the directors:— 

Your directors have much pleasure in meeting the proprietors on this occasion to 
present their twenty-eighth report and balance-sheet, duly audited, which they trust 
will be considered satisfactory. The receipts for the past half-year amount to 
£15,278 8s. 10d., and the expenditure to £10,727 8s. 6d., leaving a balance of 
£4551 0s. 4d., from which your directors recommend the declaration of the usual 
dividend of 5 per cent. for the half year, free of income-tax, and payable forthwith 
if approved by the meeting. 

The laying of the large additional mains in progress when your directors last had 
the pleasure of meeting the proprietors was not completed until November last, from 
causes over which they had no control, but the limited experience acquired since 
that time fully justifies the preparations thus made for securing a regular and still 

r supply of gas over the whole of the district as it became necessary. 
he diminution in the size of the street-lamp burners throughout the borough has, 
of course, occasioned a proportionate reduction in the quantity of gas required by 
the corporation, but this has been more than made up by the number of private con- 
sumers, who evidently fully appreciate the efforts of the company to supply a light 
which shall at once be most effective and economical. 

The enlargements and improvements my | the last year have created a necessity 
for increased capital, which has been met by a further call, due on the Ist of 
January last, and paid by the proprietors almost without exception. 

Three of your directors, namely, Messrs. W. Savage, John Underhill, and H. W. 
Owen, retire from office by rotation at this meeting, but are eligible for re-election, 
and offer themselves accordingly. Mr. B. Smith, the auditor, also retires, and offers 
himself for re-election. 

In concluding this brief detail of their proceedings during the half-year, your 
directors have only to report their assurance of undiminished care in the conduct of 
the »fairs of the company so long as their policy meets the approval of the pro- 
prie.ors. 

The CuarrMan, in moving the adoption of the report, said the dividend 
had been earned under some disadvan In the first place the quantity 
of gas supplied to the public lamps in the past year had been more than a 


la 


| million cubic feet less than in 1864, in consequence of the reduction in 


they had never hada | 





consumption from 5 to 4 cubic feet “wd lamp per hour. Then there was 
the early closing movement, which, though resulting in but a small saving 
to individuals, amounted in the whole to a considerable quantity. In the 
third place, the weather had been unusually mild for the season, and con- 
sequently much less gas than usual had been consumed for heating pur- 

s, to which it had been largely applied since the reduction in the price; 
in fact, they had not had what gas engineers called nice weather—nights 
and days dark, cold, and foggy—though, personally, he did not agree 
with that opinion, since such weather did not suit him. On the other 
hand, there had been about the usual increase in the number of consumers, 
and though many of their new customers had consumed but small quanti- 
ties, yet he was always pleased to see an extension in that direction, as he 
was satisfied that at the present price gas was not only the most conve- 
nient but the most economical light that could be used. To the working 
man’s home, especially, it imparted a degree of comfort unobtainable from 
his one or two candles. Anticipating a continued increase in their 
business, the directors last year, with the concurrence of the share- 
holders, laid some large additional mains, and though they had had but 
a very short experience of their efficiency, yet they had more than 
realized their expectations, and would easle them to deliver any 
reasonable increased quantity of gas for several years. Important 
as that power was, it would be ess without a corresponding power 
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of production, and in this respect also the directors were in the same 
happy position. They were prepared to produce any additional quantity 
in reason, and the only thing they required was that their friends should 
use as much more gas as was possible, and that there should be a large ac- 
cession of new consumers. Then the company might fairly look forward to 
the maintenance of the dividend, and the continued stability of the property 
of the company. For some time their friends had made complaints of the 
situation of the offices, which were not very central, and perhaps were not 
situated in the best locality, and having an opportunity of acquiring other 
premises the directors had yielded to the public wish, by taking premises in 
Queen Street, and they proposed removing as soon after Lady-day as pos- 
sible. It would be an increased expense, but many of their customers had 
told them that if the offices were more central they wonld call and pay their 
accounts without the necessity of the collector calling upon them. He 
hoped the change would be mutually advantageous. Probably that would 
be the last half-yearly meeting that would be held in that room, and he 
hoped in their new premises the directors might be able to give as good an 
account of their stewardship as they had done in the old. (Hear, hear.) 
The policy they had hitherto pursued would be continued so long as it was 
the pleasure of the shareholders that they shouldcontinue in the responsible 
position they now held. The chairman then moved the adoption of the 
report and statement of accounts; which was seconded by Mr. J. UnpEr- 
HILL, and adopted, 

A dividend at the rate of 5 per cert. for the half-year, free of income- 
tax, was then declared, on the motion of the Cuarrman, seconded by Mr. 
B. SAVAGE. ud 

The retiring directors and auditor were reappointed. 

Mr. LovERIDGE moved a vote of thanks to the chairman and the 
directors for their services during the past half-year. He said he separated 
the chairman from the rest of the directors because he knew that where a 
concern was worked thoroughly well, as this was, the chairman must be a 
man who devoted considerable time to his duties, independent of that he 
spent with the general board. The present chairman fulfilled his duties in 
a thoroughly efficient manner, and his brother directors did theirs as far as 
it was possible for men to do. He endorsed the general policy of the 
directors, and thought their conduct was also satisfactory to the public 
generally. The only thing he regretted was that that company was not 
placed in the same position as other companies, and enabled to divide what 
profits were really earned. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Biacksurn, and carried, and the 
chairman, in acknowledgment, said the confidence of the shareholders 
strengthened the directors in their endeavours to do their best for the com- 
pany. 

The proprietors then separated. 





CORPORATION OF LONDON GAS BILL. 
DEPUTATION TO THE HOME SECRETARY. 


On Saturday last, March 8, a deputation from the Metropolitan Gas Com- 
panies waited upon the Right Hon. Sir George Grey, at the Home Office, 
for the purpose of calling the attention of the Government to the provisions 
of the bill introduced by the corporation for power to erect works and sup- 
ply gas to the City of London. 

The deputation was introduced by Mr. Adair, M.P., and was accompanied 
by Mr. A. Young, M.P.; Mr. Wilde, M.P.; Mr. Russell, M.P.; Mr. Duncombe 
Shafto, M.P.; Mr. Craufurd, M.P.; and Sir H. Williamson, M.P. The following 
gentlemen composed the deputation:—From the City of London Gas Com- 
pany, Mr. R, A. Gray, chairman; Mr. Hadland, deputy-chairman; Mr. Ward, 
a director; Mr. Millar, secretary. Chartered, Mr. Beck, governor; Hon. H. 
Browne, deputy-governor; Mr. Phillips, secretary. Great Central, Alder- 
man Dakin, chairman; Alderman Gabriel, deputy-chairman; Mr. Massey, 
secretary. Imperial, Mr. Richards, governor; Mr. Chubb, secretary. 
Pheniz, Mr. Johnson, chairman. London, Mr. Hawkins, governor; Mr. 


Mr. George, directors. Commercial, Mr. Christie, a director. South Metro- 
politan, Mr. Simpson, chairman; Mr. Drew, a director; Mr. Livesey, secre- 
tary. £quitable, Mr. Martelli, a director; Mr. Andrews, secretary. Surrey 
Consumers, Mr. Pocock, chairman; Mr. Nicholson, a director. Western, 
Mr. Barber, secretary. Mr. Baxter, parliamentary agent, was also present. 
Mr. Apatr said he had the honour to introduce a deputation from the 
directors of the three companies supplying the City of London with gas, 
and also from the directors of several other gas companies, whose districts 
were comprehended in the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860. All of them, and 
' especially the directors of the three City companies, viewed with consider- 
, able apprehension the bill introduced into Parliament by the corporation 
of London. They regarded it, and he thought they rightly regarded it, as 
}involving a most dangerous principle. It was unnecessary for him to recall 
to the recollection of the right hon. baronet the circumstances under which 
the Metropolis Gas Act was passed. That Act, which was submitted to the 
| consideration of a most able and attentive committee of the House of Com- 
mons, presided over by a gentleman of indisputable ability, the right hon. 
| gentleman who lately represented the county of Wilts, contained many 
|important provisions for the protection of the consumers of gas as 
against the companies which were at the time believed to be fully 
calculated to secure their interests. It being regarded also as the 
final adjustment of a long and much disputed question, the passing of 
that Act led to the investment of a considerable amount of ca- 
| pital in the shares of metropolitan gas companies. In the present ses- 
sion of Parliament, however, it would appear that the corporation 
of the City of London, discontented, as they alleged, with the illuminating 
power and chemical quality of the gas supplied to the citizens, which illumi- 
nating power and quality he might state were fully equal to the require- 
ments of the Metropolis Gas Act, had determined to come before Parliament 
with a bill, by which they sought powers to constitute themselves manufac- 
turers of gas. Now it was hardly necessary for him to refer to many 
matters of detail which were involved in such a proposition, he would only 
express a hope that when the bill came before the House of Commons for 
second reading the right honourable baronet would state his opinion as to 
the circumstances under which the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, was passed, 
and also as to the undesirableness of allowing an irresponsible and unre- 
formed corporation becoming the depositaries of such a power as they sought 
under the bill which they had introduced to the Legislature. He might, 
piers, be permitted to remind Sir George that since the passing of the 

etropolis Gas Act no use whatever had been made by the consumers of 
the power with which it.invested them of proceeding against the companies 
by action in case a cause of complaint arose, and in the event of the result 
of such action being unsatisfactory by making an ultimate application to 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Home Department. If he was 
|Fightly nformed, in one case, and one case only, had there been any refer- 








Sprague, deputy-governor; Mr. Hinde, secretary. Independent, Mr. Warton, 





ence to the right honourable baronet complaining of the supply of 
furnished by any of the companies within the operation of that Act. Under 
these circumstances, the gentlemen present representing the interests of the 
gas companies of the a expressed through him an earnest hope 
that when the Corporation Bill came on for second reading the Home 
Secretary would state to the House the circumstances connected with the 
present arrangements for the supply of gas in the metropolis. 

Sir Gzorcr Grey said Mr. Crawford had already given notice that on 
the second reading of the bill he should move to refer it to a select com- 
mittee, with a view to inquire into the operation of the Metropolis Gas Act. 
Whether an inquiry should take place before a select committee or by a 
committee upon this bill he could not say. He was not very conversant 
with the circumstances under which the Metropolis Gas Act was passed, 
and, therefore, he asked whether there was any provision contained in it 
which gave a monopoly to these companies, so that at no future time other 
companies should be introduced for the supply of gas in London. 

Mr. Aparr replied that the Act contained clauses under which certain 
districts were assigned to certain companies, and there was a provision that 
at the expiration of every three years, on due notice being given, the ques- 
tion of altering those districts might be bronght under the attention of the 
Home Secretary, who had power to deal with complaints so made. With 
regard to the motion of Mr. Crawford, the gentlemen present most strongly 
protested against the proposition of opening up an inquiry into the — 
of the Metropolis Gas Act before a select committee; and on this groun 
that if there was any real ground of complaint respecting the supply of gas 
furnished by either of the City companies two of those companies had bills 
now pending in Parliament, and it was perfectly competent for Mr. Craw- 
ford or his clients to appear as petitioners against those bills before the 
committee to whom they would be referred, and make their complaints, in- 
stead of seeking in the way they were doing to disturb the arrangements 
made under the sanction of the Metropolis Gas Act, which had been so re- 
cently well considered and settled by the Legislature. 

Sir GrorGe Grey said he only asked for information. He did not know 
whether there was anything in that Act which was a bar to other persons 
coming before Parliament and asking for powers to supply gas in either of 
the metropolitan districts. The bill of the corporation, of course, was only 
applicable to the City of London. ; 

Mr. Apair said the bill only applied to that portion of the metropolis 
over which the corporation had jurisdiction, but it was an example which 
might extend itself. He might be permitted to mention, as perhaps Sir 
George Grey was not aware of the fact that, at the time this question was 
agitated, Sir George C. Lewis, who was then Home Secretary, expressed the | 
strongest opinion as to the advisability of sectional and district divisions | 
for the gas companies, under proper protection to the consumers, and he 
considered such proper protection was afforded by the introduction of the 
clause in the Metropolis Gas Act which secured triennial revision. _ 

Sir GrorcE Grey said he would pay attention to what was said in the 
House when the bill of the corporation came on for second reading, and in 
the meantime he would look over the provisions of the Metropolis Gas 











Act. If an application were made for an inquiry into its working he did 
not see how it could be refused. Whether it should be by the ordinary 
committee on such a bill, or by a committee such as the one proposed by | 
Mr. Crawford, was another matter. 

Mr. Apatr said the mere fact of the assent of Parliament to such an in-| 
quiry was in itself an alarming matter. The Act, while it gave protection | 
to the companies, afforded the most ample security to the interests of con- | 
sumers, and such an inquiry as now proposed would tend to unsettle the} 
basis upon which property had been invested in the companies concerned. | 

Sir Georce Grey said he could hardly take the ground of saying that) 
Parliament must not inquire into its own Acts. 

Mr. Apatr said the Government might take the opportunity of expressing | 
an opinion upon the case shown as to the non-advisability of disturbing that | 
which was felt to be a well-considered compromise. 

Sir Gzorce Grey, alter referring to the Metropolis Gas Act, said the) 
Act, instead of establishing permanent monopolies, expressly sanctioned the, 
principle of admitting new companies into the districts of existing compa- | 
nies on acase to the satisfaction of Parliament being made out. | 

Mr. Wixp called attention to the fact that the interests of the public 
were protected by the clauses in the Metropolis Gas Act which prescribe 
the illuminating power of the gas to be supplied, the price charged, and | 
the maximum dividends which the companies may receive. 

Sir Gzorce Grey said he had received no complaints that the City was | 
badly lighted, nor had he received any application from the corporation to| 
support their bill. He was present when Mr. Crawford made his motion, | 
and it seemed to him a very reasonable one. 

Mr. Youne said one very powerful objection to the bill was that it ena-| 
bled the City authorities, by means of corporate funds, to enter into com- 
petition with three private companies, and likewise that the corporation | 


| would not be under the same restrictions as their competitors were 8 


by the Metropolis Gas Act. 

Sir Gzorcre Grey thought the committee would see that they were) 
placed under proper control. Whether it was right that corporate funds 
should be applied to the purpose proposed was another question. 

Mr. Apair said the corporation of the City of London was an irrespon- 
sible body, and not in the position of an ordinary municipal authority. 

Sir Gzorce Grey asked whether the ratepayers of the City were opposed 
to the measure. 

Mr. Aparr said he was not prepared to state. 

Sir Gkorcr Grey said it was quite competent for.the ratepayers to raise 
the question that the corporation funds ought not to be applied to such a) 
purpose, but he did not think that other people could do it for them. 

Mr. Aparr reminded the right honourable baronet that the corporate 
funds consisted not only of money raised in the district over which the 
corporation had municipal authority, but of money raised by taxation for 
certain purposes over an area twenty miles round, and every person who 
paid that tax was interested in the question. 

Mr. Baxter said the 6th clause of the Metropelis Gas Act provided that 
if any cause of complaint existed as to the conduct of any gas company that 
complaint should be made tothe Home Secretary, who had power to inquire 
into it, and if he saw fit to admit another company into the district, but 
since the passing of the Act no such complaint had ever been made, 

Sir GzorGE Grey said he believed he had had one application of the 
kind. , He asked when the segond reading of the Corporation Bill was 
fixed for. 

Mr. Apatr said it stood for Tuesday, March 6th. 

Sir Gzorce Grey said he would look into the question before that time, 
and would be present to hear what was said. 

Mr. Apair requested Sir George’s attention to the section of the Corpora- 
tion Bill which enacted the mode in which it was proposed to raise funds. 
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Sir Georce Grey said he had not seen the Dill, and asked that a copy 
might be left with him. 
The deputation having handed in a, copy, thanked the right honourable 
baronet for his attention, and retired. 





METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Crry or Lonpon Court or Sewers, GUILDHALL, TuEsDAY, Fzs. 20. 


At the sitting of the Court this day—Deputy Dr Jersgy in the chair, 

The CLERK laid before the court copies of the bill introduced into Parlia- 
ment for the amalgamation of the City and Chartered Gas Companies. 

It was resolved—“ That it be referred to the Committee on Improve- 
ments to watch the said bill, and to report thereon from time to time.” 

The CLERK read the following letter from the City Gas Company :— 


Dorset Street, Salisbury Square, Feb. 17, 1866. 
Dear Sir,—I am instructed by the directors to state, for the information of the 
Commissieners of Sewers, that they have for some time been surprised at the dis- 
crepancy existing between the reports made by Dr. Letheby to the commissioners, 
jtouching the quality of the company’s gas, and thé returns supplied by the com- 
|pany’s officers. With the view of testing the accuracy of these conflicting state- 
ments, the directors have recently engaged the services of T. W. Keates, Esq., of 
Chatham Place, and as his reports fully confirm those of the company’s officers, I 
thave, under their instructions written to Dr. Letheby, to inform him that Mr. 
| Keates is instructed to confer with him on the subject. 
I remain, dear sir, yours faithfully, 
(Signed) J. R. Mrrxar, Secretary. 





Joseph Daw, Esq. 


Mr. Cox said he wished to put a question to the solicitor relative to this 
matter, and in doing so he must observe that great dissatisfaction had been 
lexpressed in the City that the proceedings ordered by the commission to 
ibe taken against two of the companies on account of the excess of sulphur 
in the gas supplied by them, had been so long delayed. Various comments 
|had been made upon the subject. Some persons ascribed the delay to Dr. 
| Letheby, others thought the fault was with the solicitor, while a third class 
|asserted that in this as in other matters the commission did nothing. He 
a 4 glad to learn from Mr. Baylis why the matter had been so long 
elay 
| Mr. Barus said he had already replied to the inquiry, but would state 
again that no blame whatever was attributable to the commission, to Dr. 
|Letheby, or to himself. The briefs were delivered within a few days after 
ithe summonses were taken out, but Mr. Hawkins who appeared for one 
jcompany, and Mr. Coleridge who appeared for the other, had upon each 
joccasion of the summonses being made returnable, applied to the magis- 
\trate to postpone the hearing of them. Even so late as the previous Friday, 
|which was specially appointed for the hearing, the counsel for the com- 
mission waited for two hours, and at length Mr. Coleridge came into court 


he could not leave, having no junior, and asked for another day to be ap- 
|pointed. The following Friday was now peremptorily fixed for the hearing, 
|with what result he could not say; he could only assure the commission 
\that he should be ready to proceed. 

| Mr. Cox asked whether the magistrates always granted the postpone- 
ments asked for. 

| The Cuarrman said not always; but Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Coleridge 
|were such great men that they yielded to them. With men of smaller 
pretensions they would no doubt have objected. 


|would engage the services of a junior counsel, so that, if Mr. Coleridge 
could not attend, the case might be proceeded with. There was not the 
— ground for saying that the commission had delayed the matter for 
an hour. 

Dr. LerHesy said, with respect to the letter of the City Gas Company, 


jconsequence of one which he himself addressed to the company, and which 
jhad been published only in part. He wrote to them in reply to their com- 
\plaint of discrepancies between the results of his testings and those of one 
| Of their officers at some other place. In his letter he requested them to be 
|good enough to bring their own apparatus, if they chose, to his testing- 
|place, and to make experiments there with the aid of some competent 


jOther place within the distance prescribed by the Act of Parliament, and 
jmake experiments to convince them that the results of his testings were 
\correct. That letter had only appeared in part, and the one now sent b 
|the company to the commission was only in answer to his particular wis 
|that the matter should be settled by some one appointed by them meeting 
him to make the experiments together. 

x... CuHarrMAN: Then, in point of fact, it is not a spontaneous act on 

eir part. 

Dr. Leruzny: No; it is in answer to a part of my letter which they 
|have suppressed in the published report. I have told them that in conse- 
|quence of the imperfect manner in which the gas is manufactured at the 
ity station, I have no doubt there will be great discrepancies between the 
results of my testings in Jewry Street and theirs at the works, because in 
the passage of the gas from one place to the other, if the is so bad, it 
loses in illuminating power, and the public do not in reality get that quality 
of gas which it appears to be when it leaves the works. 

he Cuarrman: Have you a copy of your letter here? 

Dr. Lernesy: No, I have not, but I will bring it next time. 

The Cuairman: Will it be well to accede to their offer? 

_ Dr. LerHesy: Oh, yes; but I wish it to be impressed upon you that this 
Is -_ & spontaneous act on their part. It arises from what I have stated 
em. 

Mr. Taytor: They are becoming a little more virtuous, you say. 

Dr. Lernesy: I do not know what to say to that. 

The CHarrman: It would be a very bold opinion to express. 

On the suggestion of the chairman, it was agreed to take Dr. Letheby’s 
deter as read, and to return answer that, having heard Dr. Letheby’s letter, 
the request of the City Gas Company be acceded to. 

The following is the correspondence referred to:— 

City of London Gaslight and Coke Company, 
Dorset Street, Salisbury Square, London, 
‘. Jan, 13, 1866. 

Dear Sir,—The directors have had under consideration your reports to the Come 
Missioners of Sewers on the company’s gas for the three weeks ending the 6th inst. 
(received from Mr. Daw on Wednesday); and I am instructed by them to state the 
— of the last of these is so utterly at variance with the company’s testings 

Th — compelled to receive it under protest. — f 

e directors desire to make this communication with all possible courtesy, being 
ind, anxious to protect themselves from the implication which their silence might 

The? that they admitted the correctness. of the said report. 
oft e directors further instruct me to say that your returns and those of their 

cers have on many previous been at , but they have not deemed 
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,and said that he was engaged in the Court of Exchequer upon a case which | 


| Mr. Bayuis said the Great Central Company had now promised that they | 
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it needful to trouble you on the subject; in this instance, however, the discrepancy 
is so very considerable that justice to the company they represent required it 
should be noticed.—I am, dear sir, yours % B. Mrvzan, Secretary. 


Henry Letheby, Esq., M.B. 
17, Sussex Place, Jan. 15, 1866. 


Dear Sir,—I am truly sorry that the directors have thought it necessary to express 
their disapproval of the results of our testings of the City gas during the last three 
weeks; for your letter not only indicates a want of confidence in the accuracy of my 
results, but it also implies either that I am unqualified for such an inquiry or that 
have purposely falsified the results. Allow me to assure you that it has ever been 
my greatest desire to deal most fairly with the gas companies in all my relations 
with them, and that asa public officer 1 have done my utmost to conduct all my 
inquiries with an even hand between them and the public; but for all this, there are 
frequent expressions of dissatisfaction on both sides; and I assure you that I am so 
much pained by the allegations on one side that I am in league with the companies, 
and by the complaints on the other that I do not do justice to the gas, that I have 
more than once had serious thoughts of throwing up my thankless office. 

As to the subject matter of your letter, although I know well enough the cause of 
the discrepancies to which you refer, yet I shall ee to see any one here 
whom you may appoint to witness our experiments, he may bring his own 
meter, his own burners, and his own candles; and when we have thus tested 
gas here, I will willingly go with the same instruments to any place you may name 
at about 1000 yards from the works, and there in test the gas. 

On Saturday last, at half-past five o’clock, I myself found your gas to be less than 
12 candles, and I tried it with two meters (one wet and the other dry), and I mea- 
sured the flame and took the pressure at the burners, thus confirming the results 
obtained with the candles. 

The fact is your condensers are not equal to the work they are now forced to per- 
form, and therefore easily d ble hydrocarbons are carried on into the mains, 
where they are deposited when there is alittle cold weather. It is therefore not 
surprising that = find a much higher illuminating power at the works than I do at 
Jewry Street. I should not be astonished if it were 5 or 6 candles more. But this 
arises from imperfect condensation. 

If the gas were well cooled, and well washed, and well purified, it would lose 
nothing by its journey. Last month I was testing the gas at Birmingham, and I 
could find no difference in the illuminating power of the gas at the works and in the 
town; and I may tell you that one of the stations of the company is at least six miles 
away. Until, therefore, you improve in this , there will be constant dis- 
crepancies between us. In conclusion, let me say that we shall be glad to see any 
person here from you at any time or any evening—so that you may not only test the 
gas for yourselves, but also test our truthfulness. I am —_ at Jewry Street 
almost every evening, between half-past four and half-past five o'clock; and my 
assistant is here all the evening.—I remain, dear sir, yours truly, H. Lerugsy. 

B. Millar, Esq. 











Tuespay, Fes. 27. 

The Improvements Committee reported that they had considered the bill 
now before Parliament for the amalgamation of the City and. Chartered 
Gas Companies, and that they had directed proper clauses to be prepared 
for insertion in that bill,in order to protect the interests of the commission. 

The CierK read Dr. Letheby’s report on the illuminating power and 
quality of the gas supplied to the City during the past week, from which it 
appeared that on five occasions out of seventeen the of the Chartered 
Company, when tested, was found to be below the parliamentary standard, 
and that the amount of sulphur in the gas of each of the companies had been 
in excess. 

Mr. Bayis, the solicitor, reported that, in pursuance of the instructions 
of the commissioners, he had taken out a summons against the Great Central 
Gas C y, on t of the impurity of their gas, and that the summons 
came on for hearing before Alderman Stone, on the previous Friday. The 
proceedings were taken, in accordance with the invariable practice, in the 
name of the principal clerk to the commission, but to the information Mr. 
Coleridge, who appeared for the defendants, objected on the ground that 
the commission had no power to institute such proceedings in the name of 
their clerk. The alderman ruled that the objection was a fatal one, and 





| therefore no attempt was made to go into the merits of the case, which, as 


jhe had only to remark that it appeared to him to have been written in | 


he (Mr. Baylis) had been given to understand, the Great Central Company 
were extremely anxious should be done, as they alleged that they had a 
triumphant answer to the complaint. Thus the defendants had, on a mere 
matter of form, succeeded in stifling inquiry, leaving the charge made by 


| the commission still hanging over them. The following courses were open 


|person, promising that he would then go with the same apparatus to any | 


to the court:—First, to apply to the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, under the provisions of the 7th section of the Metropolis Gas 
Act, to institute an inquiry into the grounds of their complaint; or, 
secondly, to renew proceedings before the magistrates upon the present 
evidence, or upon the result of some fresh experiments, in such form as 


| would secure a full inquiry. 


The Cuamman asked whether some other grounds of objection were 
not raised before the magistrate. 

Mr. Bay is said the second objection was that the commission were not 
the “local authority” under the Act. There were so many questions 
raised that he thought it would be better the whole matter should go toa 


| committee. 





The CuarrMaN said that was the thought which was passing through 
his own mind. The question really was, whether the decision in this case 
upon technical grounds would not furnish strong evidence for the corpora- 
tion in their application to Parliament. 

Mr. Bayis thought it would, and also that it would be worth while to 
consider whether, as the bill of the corporation and of the gas companies 
was before Parliament, it would not be well to endeavour to remedy the 
alleged defeat in reference to the powers of the commission which had led 
to the defeat of the late inquiry. He did not admit there really was such a 
defect, and he was strongly of opinion that the decision of the magistrate 
was wrong; but, supposing such to exist, it would perhaps be well to take 
the opportunity of introducing, either into the corporation bill or into the 
amalgamating bill of the companies, a clause to remedy the evil. 

The CuarrMan said, with regard to the other points raised, he thought 
the whole of them should be inserted in the solicitor’s report, which could 
then be referred to the Gas Committee to consider and report what steps 
ought to be taken under the circumstances. 

After some further conversation, the suggestion of the chairman was 


agreed to. 





THE GAS QUESTION AT CANTERBURY. 
. [From a local Correspondent.] 

The grievances which have so long been borne by the gas consumers of 
Canterbury, have again called forth an appeal to the directors of the gas 
company, but from the peculiar position in which these — are placed 


it is exceedingly doubtful whether they can cause the desired improvement 
to be carried out. 

It will be remembered that early in 1865 the gas consumers of the city in 
question protested loudly against the high price, bad quality, and insufficient 


held on the 
support: 


quantity of the supplied to them. Public meetings were 
subject, and a determination come to, to establish a new Gas 
Company. The scheme was launched; it met with very 
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and, beyond doubt, would have been a decided success. The activity dis- 
played by the oters of the new scheme awakened the directors of the 
old company, who sought a conference with the former. This was conceded 
them, when propositions were made by the old ae © have conceded to 
them the interest in the new concern, on the ground that they gave the gas 
consumers power to elect six directors. These and similar other propositions 
were submitted by the old company to the rival one that had now been 
formed, but they were rejected as being unsatisfactory. From time to time 
concessions were made by the old company, and at last the directors of the 
new Gas Consumers Company were deputed by the general body of share- 
holders to give a guarantee that further movement in the new scheme should 
remain in abeyance, pending the carrying out of the following programme 
by the old company :— 

1. The gas company to reduce the price of gas to 4s. per 1000 feet on and from 
the lst of July, 1865. A clause to be inserted in the proposed new Act that 4s. shall 
be the maximum price per 1000 feet within the city and borough, while the price of 
coals ag not exceed 2s. per ton ; if coals exceed that price, the rate to be increased 
pro rata, 

2. The gas to be of the illuminating power described as 14-candle gas, and the 
testing apparatus to be open to inspection at the gas-works at all times without pre- 
vious notiee, and ient pressure to be applied to ensure an ample supply by day 
and night for cooking and other purposes. 

3. On taking the meters, a ticket to be left with each consumer showing the 

quantity consumed during the preceding quarter. 
4. The old company to apply to Parliament for an Act to increase their capital 
and for further powers connected with the manufacture of gas and supply of water, 
and to come under the Gas Clauses Act. A clause to be inserted in such Act limit- 
ing the dividend to 8 per cent. per annum; and any profit made beyond this per 
centage to go in reduction of the my of gas to the consumer. The draft of such 
bill to be submitted for approval to the directors of the new company, and, if in 
accordance with the terms now arranged and approved by the shareholders, to be 
arg by the new company. 

5. The board of directors to be i d to 12, and two-thirds of the directors 
to be chosen from shareholders duly qualified who are resident in the city and 
—— of ae The qualification for a director to be the holder of 10 shares, 

6. The shares in the new capital required to be £10 each, and to be allotted 
amongst the shareholders of the Gas Consumers Company in Canterbury pro rata, 
who shall make application for the same; and the present shareholders of the old 
company are not to have any shares allotted until after the same shall have been 
previously offered for 21 days to the Gas Consumers Company. The present £50 
shares to be reduced to 5 shares of £10 each. 

7. Upon the passing of the Act the new company to be dissolved. 

It will thus be seen that the three first conditions were to take effect a few 
months after the arrangement was entered into between the two companies, 
and it is with this feature in the subject we have to deal. 

The first step taken by the old company was to enter into an pp ny 
with Messrs. Anderson and Jones to supply the city with gas, and for this 
pore the works were virtually handed over to the gentlemen named. 

ow the new management has worked the gas consumers of Canterbury 
know too well, as the following memorial, which was numerously signed, 
— to the directors of the company on Thursday last will clearly 
show :— 

We, the undersigned gas consumers of Canterbury, beg respectfully to call the 

immediate attention of the directors of the Canterbury Gas Company to the follow- 
ing facts :—That although the gas is now reduced from five shillings and six pence 
to four shillings per thousand feet, yet so bad is itin quality and in illuminating 
power, that a 1: i d ption is entailed upon us, to enable us to obtain 
the same amount of light as formerly. The consequence is, that in apite of the 
large reduction our bills are just as heavy, and in some instances heavier than they 
were under the old tariff; whilst the light is scarcely, if at all, improved. With no 
alteration in our fittings, burners, or hours of consumption, we have all to complain 
of being charged for the quarter ending December 3lst, 1865, for a large extra 
quantity of gas, as com with the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 
In some instances this increase is in the proportion A one-half, and in many of a 
third. These facts are so serious, and can so easily be proved on reference to your 
books, that we trust you will ae take the matter into your immediate consider- 
ation with a view to remedy the evils we complain of, and to supply us with a pure 
article of the ra, illuminating quality. 
The reply of the chairman to the memorial is significant of the position in 
which the gas-consuming public at Canterbury are placed. He said “ that 
the extra consumption complained of was accounted for by the increased 
pressure, and that the only way of proving the illuminating quality of the 
gas was for the memorialists to attend and see it tested at the gas-works, for 
which every facility would be given them.” 

Thus it is that those gentlemen in Canterbury, who, last year, thought a 
reform in the matter of gas was about to be openly accomplished, have had 
brought home to them the truism, that it is the lot of mortals to be disap- 











pointed. By — into an arrangement of the character we have 
described, they have left themselves powerless to act; and, in truth, for 


their present position they are alone to blame. As we have stated, the 
new company was started with every probability of syccess, and had jit 
been carried out the result muct have been satisfactory to investors and 
consumers. It is, indeed, difficult to suggest a remedy other than that 
since the old company has not kept faith with the new, a persistent deter. 
mination should be come to, to firmly establish a Canterbury Gas Consumers 
Company. Capital for this purpose would be quickly found, the require. 
ments of gas consumers met, and a flagrant monopoly exterminated. 





Fotxestoyt —The Folkestone Gas Company having resolved to remove 
their works from their present site on the beach, near the Pavilion Hotel, 
to a site adjoining the railway viaduct, have accepted the tender of Mr. 
Mathews, of Dover, for the buildings at £6474, and of Messrs. E. Cockey 
and Sons, of Frome, for the apparatus at £6284. The Earl of Radnor, who 
is the freeholder of the old site, contributes £1000 towards the cost of re- 
moving to the new site, where works capable of me eer hag 000 cubic 
feet of gas per diem are to be erected, under the direction of Mr. Thomas G. 
Barlow, of Parliament Street, London. 

Dr. Hiturer’s Report oN THE GAS SUPPLIED BY THE IMPERIAL 
CoMPANY To THE VesTRY oF Sr. PaNcRAS DURING THE MONTH oF 
JANUARY, 1866 :— 

Maximum light estimated by sperm candles according tothe Act. . 15°0 
Minimum light—sperm candles . . . . . «© s+ © «© « « « 12°4 


Average light—spermcandles .......++++. It'l 
Traces of ammonia, indicated by turmeric test-paper . . . . Constantly. 
Traces of sulphuretted hydrogen, indicated by lead test-paper. None. 


The illuminating power of the gas was maintained between 12-4 and 15-0 
candles; the average being equal to 14°1 candles. Chemically the gas was 
free from sulphuretted hydrogen, but it contained more ammonia than the 
Act sanctions. 

Soutnh Essex Water-Worxs Company.—The ordinary half-yearly 
meeting of the shareholders of this company was held on the 27th ult., at 
Mullin’s Hotel, Ironmonger Lane—Alfred Smee, Esq., in the chair. The 
balance-sheet, audited by Messrs. Johnstone, Cooper, Wintle, and Evans, 
was taken as read. The report of the directors stated that the demand for 
water within the district was increasing, and that they still confidently ex- 
pected that they would be called upon to extend their operations to London, 
and that it seemed a moral certainty that the many millions of gallons of 
water now discharged into the Thames might, sooner or later, be demanded 
in the metropolis. Messrs. Easton, Amos, and Sons had made a proposition, 
which would be submitted to the shareholders, and if accepted it would ma- 
terially improve the undertaking. The chairman, in moving the adoption 
of the report, remarked that the income of the company was steadily though 
slowly increasing, and adverted to the abundance of water to be obtained so 
near the metropolis, and showed the advantage that would arise from this 
supply being made available instead of penning up the waters of the Severn 


(as was contemplated at a vast expense), and obtaining a supply from that 


source. He then submitted the proposal of Messrs. Easton, Amos, and Sons, 
to take over the works under certain conditions, and to guarantee a dividend 
of 3 per cent. for three years, and stated that a special meeting would be 
convened for the 27th of March, at three o’clock, to consider it. r. Charl- 
ton seconded the adoption of the report, and it was carried unanimously. 
The retiring directors and auditors having been re-elected, a vote of thanks 
to the chairman closed the proceedings. 

Tue Proposep CANTERBURY WaTER-WorKs.—The Canterbury Gas 
Company having applied to Parliament for powers to supply the city with 
water, their engineer, Mr. Samuel Collett Homersham, has supplied a report 
with reference to the scheme. In it he says that the city is not only well 
situated for being supplied with an ample quantity of water of the best quality 
for domestic use, but the inhabitants are fortunate that this water can be sup- 
plied to them on the most approved system of distribution—namely, thecon- 
stant supply at a moderate outlay. A suitable site for sinking the well, and 
for making the works required to procure the water, could be easily selected 
either to the south-west or south-east of the city; but, wherever the well is 
made, the water must be first pumped into a covered reservoir and softened. 
The water in wells in Canterbury is (says the engineer) notoriously bad, and 
he is persuaded that one of the greatest boons that could be conferred upon 
the inhabitants of Canterbury and its vicinity would be to place within the 
reach of all classes a supply of wholesome soft spring water. The recently 
constituted local — authorities of the city do not intend to offer any 
opposition to parliamentary powers being granted the gas company for the 
P in view, since the latter have made concessions with reference to the 
rates at which the public are to be supplied with water. 








Share Aist of Metropolitan Gas Companies. 
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CASTINGS.—Per Ton. GAS COALS.—Per Ton. | FREIGHTS. 
ri eigh: ; = pi wail aa. Coastwise—Neweastle—Per Ton:— 
Aeapage Wh Gattven Gangige, per Tard, cage a. | Chatham and Rochester.......- wil 6s. 38 
a ea : + — a an Burnhope, it Castle, Haswells, j§= | Cork....ssssees eereceeseeces . Od. 
ij in. | 2 in. | 23 in. | 3in | din. | Sin. | Gin. | 7im. | 8 in. | 9 in. | 10 in. | 12 in. Lanch 8 See tee Sorey ii lkestone, and ~ ag H $ 
ela cal Sle Scale el ne Scale! 97126 | 149 | 177 | 208 Ib Primrose, and South Pelaw ..... 63.64. coves . 6d.to 10 © 
_ en §d.to 9 © 
| | | Yorkshire, ae, a om, Redheugh oe te 4 : 
| } n Yalker's Prim: " m ° 
pearereans 10 percent. | rondon. | Glasgow. ‘Newcastle| Wales. — Wear, ond WaitwellFrimsece. ¢ 9 | London (Peel) .-os--sses0. oe 
| | Staffordshire. | Lowestoft and Yarmouth ......-+++++ 46 
Craghead, Charlaw, Derwent, Ed- | Portsmouth & Southampton . oe FS 
| & & @/£ 2. d.| fs. alk. 4. oS a & mondsley, Eighton Moor, Hartle- | Plymouth .. - 79 
Pig Iron, No. 1,G.M.B.... s-}4 2 6/3 5 0/2 17 6/3 10 0] 3 15 0 pool Pelaw, Holmside, Lambton’s | Shoreham’, - 76 
14 and 2-inch Socket- pipes -| 710 0/6 © 0/6 15 0/6 15 0 7 10 0 Gas, Medomsley, Mickley, New | Whitstable. + 66 
2} and 3-inch ditto ...... 17 0016 00'6 5 0/6 10 0] 7 00 Pelaw, New Pelton, Pelaw Main, Weymouth 8 0 
4 and 5-inch ditto ...... | 6 10 0!'5 100!6 15 0|6 0 0 6 10 0 Ravensworth, South Moor Pelton, | PA 
6 inches and upwards ditto.........6 50, 5 00,5 10 0/5 15 0 6 56 0 South Leverson, Townley Main, | Foreign.—Per Keel :— 
Retorts, Ist fusion, hot blast....... 6 0 0 = 5 50/5 10 0} 6 00 Tyne Main, West Pclaw, Wear- 22 10 
Ditto, 2nd ditto, cold ditto......... 7 00/5 150.5 10/6 00} 7 00 mouth Hutton, and Witton....... 7 0 | Bord 13 0 
Tank-plates, § thick and above..... | 610 0/5 10 0'5 10 0]5 15 O 6 6 0 -» 710 
| ! Peareth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Wal- Cadiz .... -15 @ 
dridge, West Garesficld, and West + 7 
DPORsentivecovesecesesccosvececce 73 a+ +21 0 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, ee 4 
° . rancepeth, Dean’s Primr Pel- SSSesecoepoces css 
Subject to 50 per cent. Discount. — Mouth Peareth, Stella, Ur- sees 20 0 
oe Ae ee _ = a peth, Washington Hutton, and a = 
= | , j | "1 jin West Leverson ..ccsescecseencees 7 6 rs 
in. ljin. | ljin. | lin. | n £20to 20 10 
— Wigan Cannel (at Liverpool),....:++ 70 Sy ar 
Patent Welded Tubes, from 2 to 12fect—| s. d. | adai[eadi|adiead|s @. . ¢ - , | VERICE .sesereeeeeeeeeees seeseereeees 22 0 
TP TOOL oc cccccccscoccecescccsevcces 10 010 | 07 06 0 4% os 
Ditto ditto, from 6 inches to 18 inches—| | } | Scotch Cannel: 

Rill nenatiatauicineunehenantieencn’ fjso;2o0os;/19/1383/10]/09 Boghead (at Leith).... ...-+ eeeeees 80 0 | SUNDRIES. 
Connecting-pieces, or Long Screws...... /36/;28 Seis eisds ol Kirkness, best ...-... 23 0 | Best Nstle.Fire-bks., p. 1000, £2 10s.to £2 15 0 
Bends,Springs,and Elbows(wroughtiron)} 3 9 | 23 tans | 010 08 Capeldrae, Ist quality 20 0 | Cliff's Fire-bks. (at Wortley), p.1000. 2160 
Tees, wrought or cast .. 40 26 Baa i aed 016 Ditto, 2nd ditto...... 12 6 | Ingham’s ditto (at Wortley),p.1000.. 2 156 

p GILT we eens ee 6 3 0 26 20/16 1 2 Lesmahago (at Glasgow) .. +» 29 0 | Pire-clay Retorts, p. ft. run, 5s.6d.to 0 70 
Iron Cocks ..... sevccce ‘fa CLV Re Cs stsel ses Ditto (at Granton)...+.seeseeeeeees 30 0 | Tough Cake Copper, p. ton..... seve 96 00 
Ditto, with brass plug......s0.seseescees }28 © 1/146 0/18 0 | 70); 6 6 46 APMiston... cocccscresscovccccccees 27 6 English Pig Lead, p. tom ....++.++++ + 200150 
Diminishing Sockets, Caps, Plugs, and) | | WOR -cnccs cocoscvescecoeccosess 20 0 Welsh Bar Iron (in London), p.ton.. 7 100 

Nipples. ot 3.8 09 08 06 0 5 04 Haywood, Wilsontown (atGranton), 18 0 | Foreign Spelter,p.ton ... 24 560 
Plain Sockets. . ' o|o8 07 05;04 03 Pirnie @ | English Block Tin, p. ton. 95 00 
Syphons, 2-quart : 0 |14 0 |13 6 | 13 0 |12 0 - | Lothian’s Cannel (at Leith). 0 | Banca, p. ton...... teres 00 

i } } | | Myles’ Cannel 0 00 
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Advertisements. 


GEORGE GLOVER & COS 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
STANDARD GASHOLDERS, AND TESTING APPARATUS. 


has proved the superiority of their Improved Dry 
general use than any Meter hitherto manufac- 
spector of Gas-Meters for the City of Man- 
he tested 5707 new Dry Gas-Meters, and only 
Co.’s Improved Dry Gas-Meters stand highest 
extract :-— 











Extensive experience, in this country and abroad, 
Gas-Meters, which have come more rapidly into 
tured.—The printed Report of the official In- 
chester, for the year ending 1863, shows that 
5 new Wet Meters; and that George Glover and 
in point of accuracy, as shown in the following 





“ George Glover and Co., per centage of error on the number tested, 2°116. 


Thomas Glover - ~ ™ 2°812. 
Croll, Rait, and Co. oe na ‘a 5°540. 
Thomas Fletcher - - ai 15°121. 
Joseph Boulton “ - wo 25-000.” 





Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road (mear Pimlico Pier), London, S.W.; and 
15, Market Street, Manchester. 


GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


(LATE CROLL, RAIT, & C0.,) 


Beg to intimate that the printed report of the official inspector of Gas-Meters for the City of Manchester for the year ending 
1864 shows the following comparison :— 





NEW METERS TESTED. 
Of the Gas-Meter Company, Limited. . Dry . . 1116 
Wet* . . 1292 
Total. « . . . . «. «. =——— 2408 
Of George GloverandCo. . . . . Dry ... . 383 


* The Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meter, in regard to which the following extract from said report refers :—“‘ The visiting justices will 
Perceive, from a comparison of the tables now appended with those of last year (viz., 1863), that there has been a large increase in the number 
of new wet meters tested, owing to the Gas Committee having substituted the wet for the dry in the case of hired meters.” 





Extract from printed report of the said official inspector for the year ending 1862, shows the following comparison :— 
Croll, Rait, and Co., per centage of error on the number tested. . 8671 
George Glover and Co. “ - -. - « 22°727 
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TO GAS ENGINEERS. . 
HE Directors of the Newcastle- 


py and Gateshead Gas C y are in 
want of a SUPERINTENDENT for their Gas-Works. 
He must be competent to take the entire management 
of the works, and be accustomed to the best modes of 
working up the tar and ammoniacal products. 

App ica’ , Sta’ salary required, to be addressed 
to Chairman of the eett- and forwarded not 
later than Tuesday, the 13th of March inst. 

By order, Wa. Harpis, Secretary. 
Gas Offices, Neville Street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, March 1, 1866. 


TO GASFITTERS, MAIN AND SERVICE 
LAYERS, &e. 


wo 





good practical Men are 


immediately required, to whom liberal wages | 


will be given. 
Apply, with references, and state wages expected, to 
Mr. A, C. Fraser, Gas Engineer, COLCHESTER. 


ANTED, a few good 
MAKERS and ERECTORS. 
had experience at both branches preferred. None 
need apply except good workmen. 
Apply, stating wages, to J.T. B. Porter and Co., 
Engineers, LINCOLN. 








PPAUGHISMAN Wanted, to make 
practical working drawings in the making o 
gasholders, roofs, purifiers, and gas-works generally. 
A thoroughly practical man is required 
Engagement permanent if suitable. 
ress, C. and W. Waker, Midland Works, 
Donnington, Newport, SHROPSHIRE. 








TO PLUMBERS AND GASFITTERS, AND 
AS-MAKERS. 


ANTED to go to Egypt, under a 
contract for twelve months or more, at a salary 
of £25 per month, and liberal travelling and other ex- 
penses allowed, a good, steady, and thoroughly practi- 
cal PLUMBER and GASFITTER, efficient in every 
branch of his trade. 
Also an excellent GAS-MAKER, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with charging of retorts, &c. 
For full particulars apply by letter to InBoTson 
BroTHers and Co., Globe Iron and Steel Works, 
SHEFFIELD. 





METER INSPECTOR WANTED. 


HE Directors of the Exeter Gaslight 
and Coke Company require the services of a 
METER INSPECTOR, 

Applications (stating age, last or present employ- 
ment, and amount of salary required) to be addressed 
to the undersigned. 

RICHARD WILLIAMS, Secretary. 

Gas-Works, Exeter, March 2, 1866. 


ANTED, in a Country Gas-Work, 
where there are about 250 private consumers 
and upwards of 50 public lamps, a STOKER and GE- 
NERAL MANAGER who understands retort-setting, 
and service laying, and repairing meters, and has 
a general knowledge of fittings. He will have to 
do-the entire work, except c ting and keeping 
accounts. 
Salary £1 per week, with house, coals, and gas free. 
Apply to ANTHONY OwsT ATKINSON, Quay Cham- 
bers, Hut. 


ATHELS’S Patent Four-Way Disc 








GAS-VALVES, applied to Purifiers, Gasholders, | 


or other apparatus, save from ONE-HALF to TWo- 
THIRDS the number of ordinary Valves and Connexions. 
They are simple, strong, and dura>dle; and having no 
und faces or rubbing surfaces, cannot get set faat 
owever long they may remain unmoved. The direc- 
_ in which the Gas is passing can also be seen ata 
ance, 

Descriptive Circular, Prices, &c., furnished on appli- 
cation to Mr. E. 8S. Catugts, Gas-Works, SHREWs- 
BURY, or to the Manufacturers, Messrs. Gust and 
CuRIMES, ROTHERHAM. 


CARPENTER’S Improved Wood 
4 SIEVES for Gas-Purifiers. 
Works: 14, John Street, Pentonville Road, Lonpon, N. 








The above sieves are used by the principal gas com- 
panies in London and the country. ‘Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from De engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 


W. and H. SIMMONDS, 
RETORT-SETTERS, 
7R, SouTH STREET, NEW NorTH RoapD, Is_inGTon, N_, 
W. and H. Simmonds having had long experience in 
retort-setting and the erection of tar-furnaces, beg to 
inform Directors and Managers of gas-werks that they 
undertake to set or repair Retorts, and find labour and 
materials or labour only, on the most reasonable terms. 


XIDE OF IROW 


We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (B0G OCHRE, 
Same quality. as supplied by us to several of the most 











extensive Gas Companies, and which has given entire | 


satisfaction. 
CIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 


Gasholder | 


Men who have | 


THE 
GAS-ENGINE COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 

Capital £100,000, in 5000 shares of £20 each, 
of which 4250 are preference or A shares, 





and 750 deferred or B shares. 
Deposit ag thames on.allotment £1 10s., and 
£2 10s. three ths after allotment; after 


ich there will be no further calls without au- 
thority of two General Meetings of Shareholders. 


DrrEcTORS. 
Alexander Angus Croll, C.E., 10, Coleman Street, E.C. 
—Chairma 





n. 
W. T. Adcock, Sunnyside, Worcester. : 
, ©. J. Andrewes, Reading Iron-Works Company, Li- 
mited, Reading. 
Thomas G. Barlow, C.E., 42, Parliament Street, S.W. 
F. J. Evans, Engineer-in-Chief of the Chartered Gas 
Company, Horseferry Roazd, Westminster. 
Ebenezer Goddard, C.E., Gas- Works, Ipswich. 


Central, Surrey, and other Gas Companies. 





NOTICE is hereby given that the payment of £1 10s. 
per share on the shares this day allotted must be paid 
to the Agra and Masterman’s Bank, Limited, Nicholas 
Lane, E.C., on or before Monday, the 12th day of 
March next, 

By order of the Directors, ARTHUR KINDER, 

Secretary. 
20, Cannon Street, E.C., Feb. 22, 1866. 





STOCKTON CORPORATION GAS-WORKS. 


OR immediate Sale:—A Set of 4 
Purifiers, 10 ft. by 5 ft. by 34 ft., with hydraulic 
centre valve and 10-in. connexions, 6 tiers of wrought- 
iron trays, covers, lifting apparatus, Xc. In excellent 
condition. Erected in 1362. 
A set of 3 Purifiers, 6 ft. by 6 ft. by 33 ft., with hy- 
draulic valve and 6-in. connexions. 
A 6-in. Condenser—24 pipes. 
A Station-Meter, capable of passing 6000 cubic feet 
per hour, eee 


George Virtue, Ivy Lane, E.C., Director of the Great t 
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ANTED, by the Ashton-in. 


Mackerfield Gas Company, Limited, the fol. 
lowing ARTICLES, Second Hand:—A set of 4, 5, or 
6 in. condensers; a station-meter, with 4 or 5 in. con- 
nexions, valves, &c.; a set of 2,3, or 4 purifiers, with 
connexions, valves, &c., 4,5, or 6 in.; a gasholder to 
contain about 18,000 cubic feet, from 37 to 40 ft. dia. 
meter. Also a quantity of 4-in. main-pipes. 

Apply to DAN. WeBsteR, Gas-Works, SOUTHPORT. 


TO GASHOLDER MAKERS AND OTHERS, 
HE Corporation of Stockport is 


desirous of receiving TENDERS for a Telescope 

GASHOLDER. The inner lift to be 100 ft. and the 
outer 102 ft. in diameter, and 32 ft. deep, with the re- 
quisite guides, rollers, columns, and girders, complete. 

The drawings and specifications, and form of tender, 
can be seen at the Gas-Works Offices, Millgate, on and 
after Monday next; and sealed tenders, endorsed 
“ Tender for Gasholder,”’ to be deli d on or before 
the 14th of March, at the Millgate Gas-Works, ad- 
dressed to the Chairman of the Gas Committee. 

The Committee do not pledge themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender. 

Further particulars may be obtained from Mr, 
Jacques, Engineer and Manager. 

Henry Coprock, Town-Clerk. 
Court House, Feb. 21, .866. 


TO CONTRACTORS, BUILDERS, AND OTHERS, 


THE Corporation of Stockport is); 

desirous of receiving ‘TEN DERS for the excavae 
tion and building of a Brick GASHOLDER-TANK, 
104 ft. in diameter and 33 ft. deep, with hydraulic well 
and counterforts, &c., complete. 

The drawingz, specifications, and form of tender, 
can be seen at the Millgate Gas-Works Offices, on and 
after Monday next; and sealed tenders, endorsed 
“ Tender for Gasholder-Tank,” to be delivered on or 
before the 14th of March, at the Millgate Gas-Works, 
addressed te the Chairman of the Gas Committee. 

The Committee do not pledge themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender. 

Further particulars may be obtained from Mr, 
Jacques, Engineer and Manager. 

Henry Coppocs, Town-Clerk, 

Court House, Feb. 21, 1866. 














All the above are for sale simply b I 
by larger apparatus, 

Further information may be obtained upon applica- 
tion to C, WoopaLL, Manager. 

Stockton-on-Tees, March 2, 1866. 





GAS APPARATUS. 


Q* SALE, 6 Lengths of Hydraulic 
Main Pipe, 12-in. bore, and 15 H win 
4-in, bore; 2 Purifiers and Covers, each 4 ft. 4 in. 
square; 1 12-in. Condenser, with 10 branches for 
6-in. pipes; 1 Station-Meter, to pass about 5000 feet 
per hour; and 1 Governor, with 8-in. inlet and outlet. 
Apply to the MaNnaGEr, Gas-Works, Stretford, near 
MANCHESTER, 








TO GAS COMPANIES AND CONTRACTORS. 


/"O0 BE SOLD cheap, the under- 
| mentioned GAS APPARATUS, all of which has 
| been in use until very recently, and is only disposed 
| of on account of being too small for use on the Com- 
pany’s Works:—A 10,000 per hour exhauster (Ander- 
son’s make), 6 purifiers, 8 ft. square, with 8-in. con- 
nexions, all complete, with 18 8-in. valves. 

Particulars may be ined on application to Mr. 
E. H. THorMAN, Engineer, West Ham Gas-Works, 
Lonpon, E. 








O BE SOLD, a Set of 4 Cast-Iron 

DRY-LIME PURIFIERS, each 7 ft. 3in. by 

6 ft. 3 in., and 3 ft. 9 in. deep, with complete hydraulic 

centre valve, and revolving lifting-crane for the covers. 

Three tiers of cast perforated shelves in each, and 
8-in. connexions, 


in consequence of larger having been substituted. 

he Company have also for sale at a low price, in 
very good condition, a 3-horse TABLE STEAM- 
ENGINE. 

The whole may be inspected and particulars known 
on application to Mr. GIFFoRD, Gas Company’s Office, 
CaMBRIDGE. 

Feb. 19, 1866. 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WENLocK 1lRON Works, , 
21 & 22, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 
Mr. PENNY having had a large experience in tht 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also factures Gashold 
and all the various apparatus used. in-Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, So¢ket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &e. &¢. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 











The above purifiers are in good condition, and sold ° 





| 
| 


| THE SHALE-FIELD of WEST- 


8, Purifiers, - 


WANTED, for a Village Gas-Work, 

the following MATERIALS, or any portion 
of them:— 

A gasholder, about 20 ft. diameter, with or without 
cast-iron tank, pillars, &c. 

Two small cast-iron purifiers, with not less than 
3-in. inlets and outlets. 

A few 3-in. or 4-in. slide-valves. 

Four ascension and H pipes, not less than 3 in. 

Two or three lengths of 10-in. or 12-in. cast or 
wrought iron hydraulic main. 
_ About 600 yards of 2-in. and 200 yards of 3-in. cast- 
iron socket-mains. 

A few 2-in. and 3-in. tar-boxes. 

A wrought or cast iron tank, 6 ft. Gin. long, 2 ft. 
wide, and about 2 ft. 6 in. deep. 

Socket elbows, tees, &c. 

All the materials must be sound and fit for use. 

Apply, stating dimensions and lowest prices, to the 
SECRETARY, Gas Office, Dro1rwicH. 


VALVES for Gas and Water, full 
way and double-faced—proved to any desired 
pressure—manufactured by Wm. RicHARDSON and 
Son, Charles Henry Street, BinMINGHAM, 








Improved portable main-layer’s Smelting Barrows, 
Cross-Bars, Screws, and wrought-iron Lids, and all 
descriptions of Gas Apparatus. 


EDMUND SMITH, 
GRASBROOK, HAMBURG, 
would respectfully call the attention of engineers 
and managers of gas-works to his Newly Improved 
GAS-METER, patented 1862 in England, and the 

principal parts of the Continent. 

Price-lists and tenders for gas-meters, experimental 
station-meters, experimental holders, governors, puri- 
fiers, gasholders, pressure-gauges, gas and water fit- 
tings, &c., are forwarded on application. 


RoBEarT MACLAREN and (C0, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General lronfounders, Gas En- 

-gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 











SHALE-FIELD TO LET, 


FIELD, in the co. of FIFE, containing a seam 
of shale rich in oil, WILL BE LET for such a sum- 
ber of years as may be agreed on. A rough coal, well 
suited for decomposing the shale, will gbe let — | 
with it. It is situated on the lands of Capledrae, we! 
known for their rich gas-coal, which produces the 
largest uy of oil of any coal in Scotland, except 
Boghead, 

Apply to the Proprietors, 
Fettes Row, EDINBURGH. 


J. and R, Ayroun, 3, 





“WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 


ESTABLISHED 1840. 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. 








—— 
— 
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WALKERS 


JUBE FROM CAS 
WORKS SIDE VALVE 
TO PRESSURE 
CAUCE ABOVE 









TOWN MAIN 
PRESSURE GAUGE 


Nruse FROM OUTLET 
MAIN TOTOWN TO 
WE PRESSURE 
CAUCE AQOVE 


GAS-VALVES. 





NATURAL 
DRATED OXIDE of IRON 


stantly on Sale. Apply to 
MARTYN DENNIS AND CO., 














EONI’S Patent Adamas 

GAS-BUR ——— sacheneee 

iabi m, Injury from 

from liability a Tee apr em 

aiterable in the dimensions of their Aper- 

tures. Uniformity in the consumption of 
is ob d by the of ut: 




















pre- 
cisely similar in pattern, 


Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. 
Patertee and Sole Manufacturer, S. LEONI, 34, St. 
Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N. 


THOMAS LAMBERT & SON, 
SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON. 








CARTER’S SAFETY GAS-VALVES, 


Made to suit every Description of Fittings. 
Section of Valve open, 














Manufacturers of 
=WROUGHT-IRON PIPES AND FITTINGS, 
SLUICE-VALVES anv STOP-COCKS, 
STOCKS, TAPS, & DIES, 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, &c. 


PATENT MERCURIAL GAS-REGULATORS. 


A—Aboveground Screw Gas-Valve, with improved Indicator, to show when open and shut. 
B—Underground Screw Gas-Valve, for shallow Street-Mains, made with or without an Indicator. 
C—Internal Rack-Valve, with wrought-iron Pinions and machine-cut Teeth. 

D—Ordinary Rack and Pinion-Valve, with strong, undamageable Racks and Pinions—made as shown, 
or boxed up for Street-Mains. 

E—Regulating Indicating Column and Valve, for governing the supply of Gas to the Town. 


LITTLE SUTTON STREET, LONDON, EC. 














EDWARD COCKEY & SONS, | 

IRON-WORKS, FROME SELWOOD, (5s 

PATENT GAS-VALVES. 
A PRIZE MEDAL 


WAS AWARDED TO THE PATENTEES AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1862. 


i 








These Valves are formed of two cylinders, working one on the other horizontally, having their faces ground perfectly gas- 
tight. 

They are adapted either as central valves, for two, three, or four purifiers—as bye-passes—or as inlet and outlet-valves for 
gasholders. 

They have been fixed in some of the most important Gas-Works in the Kingdom, for more than eight years. Consider- 
ably over two hundred of them are now in use, and the most satisfactory reports of their advantages continue to be received. 
They are simple in construction, and not liable to get out of repair, and if in course of time the faces should leak, they can be 
easily re-ground and made as tight as ever, without removal from their positions. Each Valve is fitted with an index, which 
shows to the person in charge of the Works in what direction the gas is passing. 


Frome, January 20, 1866. 





WALKER 8S’ 
WOOD SIEVES OR GRIDS FOR PURIFIERS. 


These celebrated Sieves, used for either Lime or Oxide, are not only very much cheaper than Iron, but very much 
more durable. They are made bevel in section with outside frames of hard undamageable 
wood, giving the utmost freedom to the passage of the Gas, and consequently the least possible 
pressure in the Purifiers. They are exceedingly firm and strong, being compressed under heavy 
pressure, and are by far the most economical Grid made. 




















MIDLAND WORKS, DONNINGTON, near NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 
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MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, NEWPORT. SHROPSHIRE, 


WATER AND GAS PIPES, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CASTINGS. 


CLARIDGE, NORTH, AND COMPANY, 


PHG@NIX FOUNDRY, BILSTON. 








Established 1830. 


N. DEFRIES’S 


PATENT 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


with 
ROTARY VALVE, 
still maintain their high standing for 


Manufacture, Correctness of Registration, 
Durability, and Steadiness of Light. 











im. ‘ 2UO0.,000 in use. 
Ps Hy 





WORKS: DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, 
LONDON, N.W. 
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GAS & GENERAL ENGINEERING OFFICES, 
53 FREDERICK STREET, EDINBURGH. 


ME: JOHN ROMANS, Civil and 
Practical Engineer, may be consulted at the 
above address on all matters pertaining to Gas-Works, 
Water-Works, and other Engineering questions. 
Plans and Specifications Furnished, Works Erected 
and Re , or taken on Lease for a term of years. 
Mr. 8 is also agent in Edinburgh for supplying 
High-Classed Scottish Cannel |Coal andFire-Clay Goods. 


REA FIRE 
in Tredegar, Monmouthshire. 
Another Proof of the Security of 
C. H. GRIFFITH’S FIRE & THIEF PROOF SAFES. 
{COry OF LBTTER.] 

« Mr. Griffiths, Tredegar, Apri! 7, 1865. 
“Sir,—I have much pleasure in stating that the 
‘ Fire-Proof Safe’ you made me about three years since, 
has been the means of preserving the whole of my 





fire which consumed my premises on the 24th of last 
month. Although exposed for hours to the most in- 
tense heat, the Safe opened without much difficulty. 


as possible, and oblige 
“ Yours very respectfully, 
“To Mr. C. H. Griffiths, “E. HoRLICcK. 
“ Fire-Proof Safe Manufacturer, 
“23, Cannon Street West. 
“P.S.—You have my sanction to use this in any way 
you think proper, not only for your benefit, but that of 
the public.” 
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 
ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 











FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 
ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS. 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts ewtered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 


naces, &c. ‘ 
Shipments on the shortest notice. 


books, valuable documents, &c., from the disastrous | 


“ Have the goodness to forward me another as soon | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 


Taz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpzp 
rok TUBES anv FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE, 
Warexouse—81, UPPER GROUND 8T., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


CHARLES PANTING, 
CONSULTING PRACTICAL ENGINEER, 
8, NEW BROAD STREET, LONDON, E.C. 

Mr. Panting having had many years experience in 
designing and manufacturing gas apparatus, is pre- 
pared to advise with Companies and others on the 
laying out of new, and on the extension or improve- 
ment of existing gas-works. 

Plans, specifications, and estimates furnished. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
31, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 5.E. 


Socket, FLANGg, Hot-WATER PIPRS, AND ALL 
ConNEXIONS; Retorts, HYDRAULIC Marin, Lamp- 
CoLumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION oF CasT- 
INGS AND WrovuGut-IRoN-WoRK FoR GAS AND 
WatTer-Works, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas- Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexione of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Seuthwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E, M. Perkins, 78, Lombard 
Street. 














BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
J SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 
@ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 


draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, | 








| and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the | 


RETORTS manufactured by them. They can be 


made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The | 


price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Cc ications, add d to J. Sua@ and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 


ions 








THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 


&c. &c. 
SCOTSWOOD FIRE- BRICK WORKS, 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


ESTABLISHED 1827. 


jou BEVERLEY and SON, 
MARK LANE, LEEDS. 
Manufacturers of Patent Metallic Wet Gas- Meters, 
Station-Meters, Experiment- Meters, Governors, 
Pressure-Gauges, Syphon-Pumps, &c. 
Inventors and sole manufacturers of Beverley’s 
double-cased Gas Cooking Apparatus, unequalled in 
y, comfort, and cleanliness. 





DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 

NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 

Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 


description of Fire-Clay Goods. 
WAzais and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OP 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE Fire CLAY AND BRICK Works, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
Late in the occupation of I. and ’, King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 
NB A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches, 
D's, 1612, 1514, 2016, 1618. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 








Also, 
INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-Mains. 
WASHERS for Gas and Stzam Joints. 
VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for Srzam-ENGINES. 
PACKING (Roll or Sheet) for StBAM-ENGINES, 
STRAPS (Rubber and Canvas) for Driving Ma- 
CHINERY. 
HOSE-PIPES to convey Hot or Corp Warsr. 
COKE-HOSE, made specially for rough usage. 
GAUGE GLASS RINGS and WASHERS. 
SUCTION and DELIVERY HOSE-PIPES for 
Pumps, Fing-Enainzs, BREWwERtIgs, and Facrory 
purposes. 
BRASS JETS, STOP-COCKS, SPREADERS, and 
UNIoN CONNECTING-JuINTs fitted to ditto. 
Illustrated Price-Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 
GOSWELL MEWS, ano 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, L.C. 














FREDERICK RICHARDS, 
CONSULTING AND GENERAL ENGINEER, 
WILMSLOW, CHESHIRE. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates made for New 
or the Alteration of existing Gas-Works. 
Gas-Werks leased, or Estimates given for the Ma- 
nufacture of Gas per Contract for a term of years. 
Manchester Office: 8, Cateaton Street. 





GAS COAL. 


ESS. RICHARD EVANS & CO., 


Haydock Collieries, near St. Helen’s, are pre- 
pared to SUPPLY their best GAS COAL to Gas Com- 
paniez on favourable terms. 

This Coal is extensively used by some of the largest 
Gas Companies in the Kingdom. 

It produces 9,400 cubic feet of 17-candle power, and 
yields 13 cwt. of coke per ton, 


jAmeEs NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 


PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, IONDON,S.E., 

Derét for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCA8TLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. - 
J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 
MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 


GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINOOLN, 
AND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, GAS-METER, GAS APPARATUS, AND 
GASFITTINGS MANUFACTURERS, 
EDINBURGH, 

& 2, KING EDWARD STREET, NEWGATE 
STREET, LONDON. 














Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas 
Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every de- 
scription of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF BROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies anda the — 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTIN 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socke and Flange Pipes, Bends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 
, Sc. 

-B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 





CuHar.es Horstey, Agent. 





Meters of any maker altered — into p 
repair, to meet the requirements of the Sale of Gas Act 


ISTER. This Material, which 


is invaluable in the Bessemer process and other 
manufactures where great heat is required, may be 
obtained ready for use for gas and chemical works, 
from C. E. Watpuck, 11,OLD Jewry Cuampegrs, E.C. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 


Gas- Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE, 
EDINBURGH. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOFS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDERS, 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 


J. STRACHAN, 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
68, KING’S ROAD, READING, 

Having had many years experience in the adjustment 
and regulation of the supply of gas to public lamps, 
begs to offer his services to Gas Companies, Corpora- 
tions, or Boards of Health, on reasonable terms. 

Contracts taken for laying mains, general repairs, 
and extension of gas-works. 














| 








ER’S PATENT RIBBED CAST- 

TRON RETORTS are being introduced at the 
Gas-Works, Derby, Shrewsbury, Portsea, Nottingham, 
Syston, Whitwick, Barrow-in-Furness, Seaham, Ris- 
borough, Leighton, Loughborough, Corwen, Castle 


Donnington, ee Sava oking, Swadlincote, 
Rugby, Carlow in Ireland, Stornoway, N.B.; also at 
Gibraltar and Montreal, &c. 

A to Mr. A. C. Feasgr, Gas-Works, 


LoUGHBOROUGH. 


ECONOMY IN GAS MAKING. 
GREATER BRILLIANCY OF LIGHT, 
LESS SMOKE, 

AND 
NO NAPHTHALINE, 


by using 
WARNER'S PATENT ANHYDROUS 
OXIDE OF IRON, 
Which, in addition to purifying Gas from all the Sul- 
phuretted Hyd nm and Carbonic Acid, decomposes 








| at the same time the whole of the 
AMMO 


NIA, 
and a portion of the Bi-sulphide of Carbon. 

This is the only material yet discovered which will 
decom the “ Ammonia” contained in crude or 
unwashed Gas. 

The Hydrogen liberated through the decomposition 
of the Ammonia unites with the excess of carbon, and 
gives an increased yield of Gas of from 10 to 15 per 
boa of greater brilliancy of light and with less 
smoke. 
oa can be renovated by simple exposure to 


e air. 
Lonpon OFrices, 17, Laurence PountNney Lays. 


ARNER’S SILICATE OF IRON 


PA ° 
This Paint, which is suitable for every description 
of work, is not affected by Sea Water, or by the 
Strongest Acids, and, being incorrodible, is much 
superior to the Oxides of Iron at present in use, they 
being, in fact, rusts themselves. 
S weeee OrFices, 17, LauRENCE PountTNEY Lane, 
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


THE BUSINESS OF 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


GAS ENGINEER, 


is removed to his New Factory, 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, 


REGENT STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 








KING BROTHERS beg especially to can the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, whicr are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IN FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, bined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 

Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. - 


Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ 


NATURAL OXIDE OF IRON. 


Messrs. W. DAWBER & SON, 


QavuEEN’S DOCK, HUtit, 


Who with several Gas Companies successfully opposed the prolongation of Mr. F. C. Hills’s Patent for the Purification of 
Gas by Artificial Oxide of Iron, respectfully inform Directors of Gas Companies, Gas Engineers, and all interested in using the 
cheapest and most effectual material for the Purification of Gas, that they are now prepared to supply the NATURAL OXIDE 
OF IRON at a price per ton delivered, or to take Contracts by the ton of coal carbonized, receiving back the spent material. 

References to several London and provincial Gas Engineers of the highest eminence can be given on application to 
W. DAWBER & SON, to whom all orders should be addressed. 


Queen’s Dock, Hull, March 28, 1864. 














TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 
GRANGE METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he has introduced the manufacture of DRY GAS-METERS in 


CAST-IRON CASES. 


These Meters are protected by registration under the “ Copyright of Designs Act.” They are much more durable, and at the 
same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 
Price list and terms on application. 


IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 
FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e. 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


‘WwW. C. HOLMES & CO. 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 


WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Pians, SpeciFicaTions, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS; 
Pians, Specirications, and Estimates of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Pians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS; 
Pians of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 








LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to the Works at Huddersfeld. 
























a 
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GEORGE ANDERSON, Gas and Consulting Engineer, 


SS SS: L 











In both figs. 1 and 2 all the furnaces, or a portion of them, may be of tar or coke. The tar furnace is adapted to 

Fig. 3 is what I adopt for small works. In it, like fig. 1, 2 or 3 Retorts can be heated by the alteration of two dampers. 
to existing arches, 

Contracts made for the erection of the Retorts if necessary. 

Also my PATENT PISTON EXHAUSTER combined with Steam Engine when required. 


bye-pass and shut-off to Station-Meters, &c., and obviates the objection of foul gas attendant on the Centre Water-Valve. 
Also my CONCENTRIC GAS GOVERNOR, which occupies about half the space of the old-fashioned Governor. 


Fig. 3. 


Fig. 1 represents an arrangement for medium sized works. Either the whole 9 or only 6 of the Retorts may be heated by the alteration 
of two dampers. Fig, 2. The Retorts in the centre bed are of iron, and receive the modified heat from the beds of Retorts on either side. 
only tar; and, without 
smoke or destruction of the Retorts, a tar furnace can be converted to a coke one, or vice versd, without interfering with the Retorts. 


In each case this very 


often postpones for weeks, if it does not prevent altogether, the lighting up of an extra fire. These modes of setting can in most cases be adapted 


Also my PATENT FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which answers the purpose of three wrong | Valves when applied to Purifiers, or 
al 





LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES, 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c, 


LONDON WAREHOUSE—-N? G6, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from 3 in. to 6 in. bore. 
STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCEKS, WATEReGAUGES, &.; 





EJ. & J. PEARSON, 


STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 





TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 


Gas Engineers, and Manufacturers of 





Vestibule-Lights, Bronzed and Gilt Statuettes. 


GAS-MOONS of the Newest Designs. 
The PATENT GAS-REGULATOR and PURIFIER reduced to Gs. Gd. 





Works: LONDON and BIRMINGHAM. 








Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu Chandeliers for 1865-66 are now comple 


NOTICE OF REMOVAL IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE LATE FIRE. 


J. DEFRIES AND SONS, 


CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU Chandeliers ; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, and every description of Gas-Fittings. 


Temporary Show-Rooms:—16 & 17, COMMERCIAL STREET, WHITECHAPEL, 
Five Minutes Walk from their late Establishment, 147, HOUNDSDITCH. 


J. D. & SONS beg most respectfully to inform Gas Companies and the Trade that their CITY 
SHOW-ROOMS are now complete with every description of Lighting Mediums, including Registered 
Designs of Medieval Gas-Fittings, Crystal, Bronzed, Ormolu, and Electro-Plated Chandeliers, Brackets, 


Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished 
for the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, and Public or Private Buildings with Gas, 


per dozen. Pattern-|) 
te. 


The CRYSTAL CEILING, with —— ——-. manufactured by J. Defries and Sons for}. 
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GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 
GEORGE RAIT, Manacine Drrecror. T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consutting ENGINEER. 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


(Invented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been 
manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 


IMPROVED in 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


“GOOD CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP.” 
Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; and, for the 


purpose of obtaining greater accuracy in all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, “‘ By which the construction 
of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E.) 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 
MANUFACTURER OF 
COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 

Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS & GCOVERNORS, 

WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR;|, 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 

Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges ; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 
EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 


PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S BROMINE] 
AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 
ANT GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &c., &c. 























“ANALYSIS OF GAS FOR PRACTICAL MEN,” 


New and Enlarged Edition, with ‘‘Gas-Meter Testing under Sales of Gas Act,” p.p. 25 Stamps. 





RK. LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS 
Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Iron-Works, 


GLASCOW; 
anp at SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH ; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ror GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES, 
HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS. 
GASHOLDERS; 
GOVERNORS, SLIDE-VALVES, &,; 
WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES. 
Contractors for Gas-Works of any Magnitude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
LONDON ESTABLISHMENT—190, STRAND. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 

GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 

LOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 

CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 

D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 








SS Sennen 
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